OF THE ORGANIZATION 
OF AMERICAN STATES 


VOL. VIII, NO.1 - 1956 





\ETABLE OF CONTENTS Pa 


x Page 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES FOR THE 
Fiscau YEAR 1954-1955 
I. THe INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
IJ. THe Meretina or ConsuLtaTION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Costa Rica-Nicaragua situation 
ne Daw COUNCIL OF THU ORGANIZATION... .. 000565000 cccccccnccevscnssvcceceeneesdenveuwene 
Postigtich- NICARAGUA GULURGON. «00.0 ccc ccdee vnc octave ccedencdece ewes ned obes neginewsgees 
Organization and functioning of the Council 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Membership of committees 
Meetings held 
Relations with Inter-American Specialized Organizations 
Relations with other inter-American organizations. ,............ 06.0. c cece eee eee eee e eee 
Organization Plan of the Pan American Highway Congresses 
Organization Plan of the Inter-American Travel Congresses 
Inter American Statistical Institute 
Pers Ctl © EOL Vs C UGE CO 20 a sie ssiaskclen o 6 3G sere nino k oda mince wncele éwawanndnb eo avairn waeNeins 
Relations with world organizations 
Agreement between the OAS and UNESCO 
Studies on juridical-political matters entrusted to the Council by the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference 
Activities of the Council with respect to inter-American conferences 
General policy on representation at international meetings 
Specialized conferences and other inter-American meetings 
Decisions relative to the organs of the Council 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
Inter-American Council of Jurists 
Inter-American Cultural Council 
Decisions with respect to the Pan American Union 
The Budget 


. THE INTER-AMERICAN EcoNoMIc AND SocraL CouNCcIL 
Internal organization of the Council 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Membership of committees 
New Statutes 
Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council 
Inter-American Port and Harbor Conference 
Coordination of inter-American transportation facilities in time of emergency 
Inter-American maritime transportation 
Inter-American maritime freight and insurance rates 
Establishment of a Special Committee on Bananas, of the Inter-American Economic and 
CREE OG TG sae e ee er are a eo eee re ere reer Cire rn Prerrer ee 
International coffee situation 
NEMGULOUEAL PIECES ANG SULDIUSCS: <6... osc c eee ce cee ty cerns cebeenannenenerveuecenueneds 
Terms of trade 
General Economic Agreement 


SS A = - = - = ee — me — 
rs os - o ~s EE AE 


2 
Sap a er eal oe 


SS 


See an 


ws 
a, 


Se 


Fie Nt tar moe 


ee 








TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 


Page 
Study of a plan for an inter-American financial organization....................0ceeeeeees 18 
CIS CIC CLe) | E, C1: PR aaa geese ee ey A a ON eee een Pee ter eee yt rere y ene 18 
OMe Ac biViPISseGl Ge COUTRON 5585.55. 5.4:5:5:0:seceee era Seo. dw deabaierscd-acaincd Gin aus aeda slave Bde ao & oes euarclatevors 19 
AGCIIVITIOS AN ENE SCONOMICHIOLG. 625.4.0-6:65:5.<40ieco.e- aie isena wo wide oie «9 Siweie te dels ono a Wha lace wleare de ecorees 19 
Inter-American Specialized Organization for lead, copper, zinc, tin, and tungsten...... 19 
Installation of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Travel 
COVES Ue RAN SS Ro RT Teh eg ee ere meine Pra he 19 
Third Inter-American Statistical Conference............... 2.000. c cece cece e cece eens 19 
AC UTW AU ACIS ANI EUNAG TORR ROUEN 5.5 sc 205 Fasn 5cgha ou oa sooo doronsps Cauetsra ves ae val olde ncszos raise: Weaeaune yee 19 
Effect of existing labor conditions on the economies of the Latin American countries... 19 
Publication of the report of the ad hoc Committee on Low-Cost Housing............... 20 
Meetings of housing and planning experts. ............ 00... cece eee e eee e eee eeees 20 
LETULGUEP ES TCS 2) 1a eee eae tn Ro ie ae etree Ot age De etree eae) Aer RRC eo or eee eS Me mY eT 20 
Activities in the field of technical cooperation... ...............0 ccc cece e cece ce eeeeeees 20 
Program of technical cooperation for 1955............... 0c cece cece eee ee eeeenes 20 
Future status of the Inter-American Housing Center... ...............0..0 cee eeeees 21 
Study of the need of technical services in the field of public administration............ 21 
ry Csti LESSAGTe TEVA Ty 1 1c ap eee Bea ere eRe ere ae 21 
Natural resources: The continental shelf and marine waters...................0.005 21 


Protocolary meeting in honor of the Minister of Economy and Finance of Costa Rica... 22 
Representation of the Inter-American Economic and Social Council at international 








VARS MINED DRS epee Fee epee coat ov eater ceo as ea IS OG ONTSTNG PICT STAT AION os cEeasesnov arrays eestor 22 
LEA PEA ERAT eee i crete ees a ei PS MORNE STU Ga Rea REE Tier een ORR 22 
V. Tue INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS. ......... 0.0. e cece cece cece eens eeesseeesseeeeees 22 
VI. Tue INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL. .............cccccccccccccecscccvccceeccceeeeces 24 
Committeetor CulGanalyAC One aes <<< sciece-wiscsig sig -eiareenoeeresaocscaceiavacorn 6 80 drayere: 4 wi eielalaces ie, wserelece oiecelerays 24 
Administrative Secretariat of the Council...................cccce ccc cece eccceccccesscscoeees 24 
Local Secretariat of the Committee for Cultural Action.................0..00 00. c cece cece ee eee 25 
ETB) PAN AMIRI AN UIINTON oo caso 0: sce: 00.5. 5/4-0500.0's i806. vias 0d aiereiab v ibacodinns odes AD EL CaaS cela pare 25 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs. ............ 0... ccc cece cece cence nee nenee 25 
Secretariat services to the Inter-American Economic and Social Council and its Committees 25 
Documents for the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy.......................5 26 
TTPSTTETTT CSP SPV PE ERE A ar Or rR AES FO een tN Er ace OC reenter 27 
Draft General Economic Agreement. ................. 0. ccc ccc e eee eee e eee eeeeeeeenes 27 
Wode tor fechnicalistangards ......-< 6:6.5.6:6¢:s-6-0-0:6:0-4 aka eo sieve ace obs oie loracs bl4ch) Sos a eeGllslelaarai agave s guee-ec 28 
CHYNA ET TTR ar Ck a de eee ee Ae 28 
AERABNONLAM ON PPO DIOS: 52-0 25.6502, 5:605 «0.518 Siasd'ave Hdsa orn dine win midindw ae bee Mera earaee dance out wsiere 28 
NO IMRINETAAAN OB Oe 2 ancl ok ss Quaid ¢ 4: viata los Me gO a, lus ds cunald aonnaeenseelogaton Rerda mer ctdela ee meee 29 
PRSONEU MOV AB Made 2 laa rh dr ps aidh ee ied ave: id, sfmvann Rigg RiOSaHOTe de Dds avers RSMAS OasaRtenaten cesarean eee 30 
VCR ICS ES Cat ATEN 110) (A ce eR Oe we OR TOI 31 
UD ROPU MANDIR Foe cee fis eS vache snuaitg Soon sara ase tt ola bo sofa av aria lo charset ence tea Maem eee 31 
MON TS races eee ct ctr eat caihts aap di enahin Sod Sie Bla ldbe ela onan ales pe calgon eet 32 
STOCTA PST YS 1.11) ae et ee ee eee a ere ST OS Renee cre 32 
Tenth session of the Social Commission of the United Nations........................0005 32 
Enter-Amencan AOusIng CONnter, .. <5. <:0:.0:0.5:0:0:6 +0 01s sess sic sions osieiers a odble.cweieerelee enemas 33 
HMousing-and! Planning Dulletin:, . —<<.30)5.05 5 6a s:605.5 fests, vis 4 aeine sien e-deidiebeiaenaeie beaees'veees 33 
Revised edition of Low-Cost Housing in Latin America... 1.2.0.0... cc cece eee eens 34 | 
Final edition of Problems of Housing of Social Interest... 2... 0.00.0 cc cece cece cee eecsecee BEI 
CORI CAWEROTUABCTIIOOS 5-5 <o.<0 oe ain so slese di roche a lara a oie alle Aoteratse TR DE Ae Oo Sid ede ene wale 34 
SCUEL AT STDS Cs EMSS ls err eae ec a ee ea ae POR re OPA. 2h SAAR MND toe ee nC 36 
PANG DAB UTE OL SESTOMINOUION oy 65 6 5:55. 5 axes nsec arbiter asdvelatn diosa awela a bas aval ecoveve Soa qeeebealion oundord cite avateke ole 37 
Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Travel Congresses................ 38 | 
Sixth Pan American Highway Congress...................ccceccceccceeeccceeccceeeeeees 39 | 


Permanent Executive Committee of the Pan American Highway Congresses............... 40 


TAI 



































































TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 
Page Page 
18 Mineman WE Ta TA oa oo on 56 5 5s shee dasa es aienh pasa cathe 
18 ob ogi S06 vb NR RLU CORR ee ee 41 
19 Cooperation with the Council of the OAS... ..............:scccccescsececeecesccucesnes 41 
19 Cooperation with the Inter-American Economic and Social Council....................... 42 
Sec wl, Inter-American treaties and conventions. .............0 0000 cece eee e eee cece eueeeeuees 42 
avel Services to the Council of Jurists and cooperation with the Juridical Committee........... 43 
19 Specisli conforencexsenvicess. <<... -a.cvav cya u's. bdiow asec ro/s oles eceiwieres el ute Gel ake see Malar eoneAe 44 
19 MG ANN UIA OI SOUL COR alan eater 9s cet ai gc t Oto ore ee SRS TUG whet shel icles ofa) GPO Aas em ee ea 44 
ncixen kG Publications of the: Department... 0... 2.60006. ccuecesceoccnnsenseecacesenuseuensauses 45 
Bs.» 29 Annals of the Organization of American States.............0 000s cece cece cece cence ues 45 
20 | OCU cowa Oe MPO iia BORIC ee vu tac a de avararar sacar Srohavecsss Ws a oe S Ry oes: eterna Oree RE a a 45 
20 | EE EOE CT SLOT TERN IE ERIN mT Seer ate 45 
20 “Inter-American Council of Jurists’’ series. .............0 0.0. c cece cece e eee ee eeee 45 
20 “Conferences and Organizations”’ series. .............. 0. cece cece e eee eee e eee eeees 46 
20 I I is ssi ss pe prccSasacdsecKienendvoxereasencreaaae haa arene 46 
21 Legal assistance to the staff of the Pan American Union and to the Delegations to the Or- 
21 GREE ARO TRS 5 3 cscs nstionee nics ais sown orn ceclaestiw ore b ARRAS tora aC ae a ae re ee 46 m 
21 Relations with the United Nations and other international organizations.................. 47 On 
oe. 21 inane We I ex «555 os deans wos eager cnankis taba ead evenenyeenssgaeeee 48 ao 
ie Clan of the TMNONOR. «oc oc ic ccencs cevececess rh usegs Wat Bae 49 «2 
onal IURRISEC | SC CNEDE ios cs hi len eave mc: Heal ar Aone nda s se aransrel eae eee ee ete oe ye ae a 49 ons 
22 Wilstietle Ariat Sec GROie 55:55 508i as chee Re este, he Reg weds oleae a 50 > 
22 Dinyvinioniote PONGHUTG Ic 2505 oR raort hanis sccaralwsce Sore a eae 8 tA 51 
22 Elementary Education Section. .............. 0c. cece cece eee e ete eeeeennteeees 51 -- 
Secondary Biducation Seetion...... scien cncecs deca vies lec cencewee stecdcecenesndun 51 ' 
24 Vocational Mdiication Section... . . ..c6cdcecccccciccccdvacsvcccesceusoenaconseusseens 52 
24 Educational Interchange Section................. 0. cece cece eee ett ee eee ateeees 52 
24 Latin American Fundamental Education Press...................00 00 ceeeeeeeeeeeees 53 
25 Division of Philosophy, Letters and Sciences. .............. 2.00. ccc eee e cece eee eee ee eees 53 
25 BOO phy SeGulanen: 5 65s ehcecicecumie clea nlarne an Spider hayes eras eaccwe to etemndee eee ae 54 
<o O5 MNUses frases PGCE KONING cfc Se- ys cote earl eee he Ta. eee alee chatuhlarah incest ae ld ee 54 
tees 25 Sioerale Selene es SE CMORs «o.oo | len cyl xce Wesel de nr OE 55 
26 Science and Technology Section. ............... ccc cece cece eect eee e teen teeeteeees 56 
27 Office of the Inter-American Review of Bibliography... ......... 600.0 cece cence eee eens 56 
27 Columbus- Memorial BADrany......2<< occ ices cccee cs ccnccttnbsewnact a ncdion ties eouckuaees 56 
28 MOCRISIIONG F655 oe oe arta toca tie ae onan a eign BNS4 Saale ed uaek ware ate et ae 56 
28 EPRI sk rte od eS ee oN Seer yeieck 92,45 Beara readeat aka oe er a ea 56 
28 Gee BORUICE Ris. 2! 2 bus che eae bare Oe HSS teas a aed CPO neat are 
29 BRIO Bien colo ie ahi he Rcren id cider esiaela BRU ee een AAS Rear HARTER OO 57 
30 Exchcange and duplicates............. 0.2... cece e eee eens Tipit aceaen eke dara eae 57 
31 Microfilm and photocopy service. .............. ccc cece eee e nee eect cent eee eeenaes 57 
31 ER -SONUICOnUESENEO Go. oo nots, 5 as cal el cenaros ecllviaecche okewlele marae a slorae es ho we wolee a ara eee 57 
32 | Mee tnBSCANGULAGON cca: 5. 5 orcccecna aces curs a caioincratasiein enisiad Stan metermw ocala iecrenel oe eae ae 58 
32 OGLE OL Cian oe ee ee Pee Mena ner ene rere ror emer rer 58 
32 Department of Administrative Services................ cece ccc e eee cece ence eects tet eeetees 58 
33 Ofiee: ofp (lev PMrOCCO Rs <5. ois so nace o oatcinetniwiesdlec eaneeacinuey acne clawes nen eeetae wea weet 58 
33 Genoral Sonuiees: PRISON 2 oii sco is iseinncsts vena Reacece we enndenuseanenesonseuee Paaeueaee 59 
34 | MING UNIERRL Do 5 8 oc 5 Hae ROD Hein Rea eae Bh ee Re ee Sak nee 59 
34 | i secesnaisnansnsnsdudevcganaeseadaaet ee <peveaye seed eee 59 
34 | PRY e We VERN IM ON eo ecco Soc o5 Sis Sin Whew glers wer Meee eae hee Renae ee 60 
36 Wontracts ancnsueanes : s coac00s ves csewices Keaenavner Renee wecnewaewaweoeesaenwene 60 
37 REC ORAS SOC CLOM ooe5. 55 aso ei s'¥ es soi 0 Ries katy shes a: ssnialarslcislusel el aia a econ om wie agate alto 60 
38 | OS GHG Res ABU MONO 9 es 2:8: ce crm x sever sid n) araiettr ara Servi mcreiwaieara osepidy ea a tale me aartea ae enero 60 
39 | ReRsarsig OU GIetO Ns 55) n1k sds W stloate- ko: vier ne ha vere cS eee eae Se oF ed retina ae 60 


Placement and recruitment............ ghee ts es ead agg A ee he 





TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 


Page 
METAL OU CCFO NUUA DION 5155 sss 5 lagasas es Ges 'e wi'ninr-a id vevevesak ics aiaize ena guaudid alec alers lelevecorer tie = axtietenoase 61 
BU GMAG We OIMPORENIONS 5 :5:5:6 0%: issaie: sens isin agrniniess vac gnebye sie ase: Ralie: sana oddablacd-aLe ers dmaraialanelaseees ones 61 
RAMEE ACTA MDORE oc scccso deren asteais So dared ainbnaedinecewercanals GANe RAR OA a Came eC ea 61 
RIC ERN TRAD tsa Sess caclusrssiclovs dhe ave she onarise lai. te a wie Sarna Bry merase Riere carseat ema ICOM 61 
MOUNT TENE arsed acshisiess, on Ske-c wre rs ealue G6) > AIR aCe eeu cese ewe S alolare AED Slee ioe Ss MN eRe eee 61 
PT aes se Tig Ong AANA TAO 8 5 coc ctw dip ah grain w Sievonsithcd.'s Gea-wr ecdira (EK BWA S eeaGuNtS nits Sand eure meme Te 62 
Publications:and Distribution Division «...... 606 66 oo cs e vace eb a die wiela sihleiaineosiebadiew oles 62 
RAR TAIN ta ciao eer Mearanae. ashe Ridseg accede nalarsin be aeaidsero wae para dull anaeinaraacmmee ent 63 
AGTESEDE TAD AI OCCUOD isink-os.sigaie dare aws diac da ewmunaas oumies- oe vl eialaer mein eisiewes neat 63 
PA OUANOERIN A rete od Ae hs Sh icn iiss ras thang lar ilarsis te Wveisare op Svaryeo VSR RTS Wed Gabon ed peer ree 63 
Mimeographing and Duplicating Division.................... ccc cece esc ce ete eeseeeenees 63 
TENET CED? NSTC 1 01 A A RN en ee eer ar SY a ay St 63 
Bt ise s ANG GrOUNaS VISION»... 5 :0:45:0.0:5:9:4 4 erecave. 00 91410 0:4.0. wid oro slew wibwsisieldia saleles oe aaa ys 64 
PEs ead ND IES AIG IR ess osa to oak = ale ivaynn ev dusi ata WW ates 9 tsi A votaxows lava dd co daoa eta ate a Araital rete OO 64 
MANU PATA yesctee ce rrerep cos Xie asst sac lib aao teased ave aera cise ioe eid Sal axes Soe SAO RRR eats 64 
Theo S.owe Pan American Wand «55.6. 6ee 55.6.5 606 sce cieia. ores e dvecors's uiioreaalaisieivials eelelecaareece 65 
Program-of Technical Cooperation s:..0s:s 00:6 660058 + ose ewea oa siete eee eeea eevee wascetaes 65 
Retirement And Pension Una 5.6566 s.c6h 6d 0004 nese ee eedun ee aeeadaesesdedecrewaueees 65 
ROAR CEG TEED IACMR CIAUIOBS 5.25 ooo cei esis soci oalsin ie bis bas od ewaewlndnes Bie deoda ea aeoe waned eee es 65 
AINSI RETO MTRND IN a ecu es eda bsSa sa saan pm Suaicair Seals sarocSosen cos “SRaTo, al acusce pyran ancy aeUaet Olgas ato ee aor oteers 67 
AAGIOIANG TeleVvASIONNSOCUON » 6:6 6.0:0-66:9: 54 63d oe oe sinns ons. yada naeas GaN wGaindee bee eases 68 
BIGOCIAl MSC IA COT SOCHION ei o.6. oi5 jah s ote daw cars. ea voas Rane daars Monylouae easton penne NOD 
ECE OLE COI SAS) Ste NP ee ee Oe eC eee RNS er one Ar ere 7 
Generale HCAtMONS SOCUON 5 c.c6.o9is:s:4:5000-9:0.9 4 dn. sw deriweaw Gleciaa se badat eee UMA Woe eae 7 
VIII. Tue SpEcIALIZED CONFERENCES AND OTHER INTER-AMERICAN MEETINGS...............00. 71 
Inter-American Specialized Conferences. ...............c cece cece cece eset ccceesseeeceeeeeees 7 
Sixth Pani Amencanchighway COnQress. cco o-scc.6scsue< ce avee sleeve pevle sees bieecedetessees 72 
Third Inter-American Indian Conference.................ccccccccccccccccccacevecesecees 7. 
Fourteenth Pan American Sanitary Conference................ 0. cece ccc eee eee e teens 74 
Penta Pan AMeTICAN AG NiO CODZVESS. 6.65.6. 6.5.6:6606 4-066: 6. 06 ea are Uaia os pa evils See a ees wes we bora eels 74 
Third Inter-American Statistical Conference...................0ccccceceeccececeeeeeeees 75 
Mier dnbeb- Ame MOAN MC OUIN ESS, <5). 55sec cieooesre reso sod ae wna obs ossversle 5:0 o diere unia’'sunrs veering eae bees 7 
Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American Technical Committee on Cacao.................... 7 
Fourth Inter-American Congress of Sanitary Engineering.................. 0 cece ee eeeeee 7 
Pourth Pan American Congress'of Pedigtrics.. «24.6600 ces ccc wecsioes bee sige 80018 o0e eres 7 
Second Ibero-American Congress on Social Security............. 0... ccc cece eee ee eens 7 
Second Inter-Ibero-American Congress on Education.................0ccceeeeeeeeeeeeees 7 
Third Inter-American Conference on Accounting................. ccc cee cece eee neeeeeeees 78 

Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council................. 0. ccc cece eee cece ee eeees 78 
Fifth Inter-American Congress of Municipalities............0.. 0... cc cece eee eee e enn e eee 79 
Inter-American Seminar on Secondary Education. ................ 00 ccc cece eee ee eeees 7 
Sixth Convention of the Latin American Congress of Physical Medicine.................. 80 
Inter-American Investment Conference..................ccc ccc cece ecececececscecees 80 
Tenth Assembly of the Inter-American Commission of Women.................000eeeee00s 80 

IX. InTeR-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER AGENCIES FORMING PART OF THE 
Oh Shek SS ES PAIN ONCE A Oct RU rr BRR TE ee ea AU aia tly BARDS Cer re eee ree 80 
Pan American Institute of Geography and History... ..............ccccceec cece ececceeees 80 
PMOILCUSAOCOMIDUBROG 6c. ee ecco aidra cra ain ne. ao giele Win garetermsbaneraiaeeielnmstalaeta de eemalnens 81 
PEELED ETD 11 0 C1 SN A a eee or re eee ae eee 82 
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences. .............. 0. ccc cece eee eee eee ee teens 82 
MER aN AGG MANA MMS oon tos oot Suse rele cysnedbo'as She hvala Bee autres rho Ne lensed tr acdeaebiaronatenelebSvensMeuiing 82 
improvement: of plant Varieties. ....... 5.6 sce d ec cede ese ewe sevens sawnaeeweteceesies 83 
83 


Improvements an thei cattle andusery....... oo... 0 sas awe ess ecco d 6 eiedie ns niece ain.alewarn Sarees omnara Hse 








TA 


—— a | 


REPO 





TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 





Page Page 
werk ade bs Bieonomxes and) PUPS IES oo is's oc sian. o os ne coda coh cs aoe snn ne wamEseee Oe aue te ao eee eed 
he ay i PBURIIGAL IONS. oste Meowstanininiayasnis wu weeoliuan sated ae va bal ote ee 
ec 61 ae ee Wier : 
ee 61 Scientific-communications service. ......... 66... 60.6 e cece cece eect eee eee eee es 84 

61 GLO M tre te rismnrn ned it Foro hess staia ase ererartcnis: Raq swe hawe/acuin ede roa mee a 84 
pave 62 American International Institute for the Protection of Childhood............................ 84 
Piet 62 Workshops on the administration of children’s services................0.0000eceeeeeesees. 85 
Fence 63 Meetings of the Directing Counell.......<. .. <2 ec cccnsiccevevececedcrstcsecevssssssecneces SE 
ie 63 Headquasters: of the: Institutes... 6 6 ciieecinccccwndadlannssncncteuteecnes te seeneensedeeun Sel 
ee 63 N20] a) FUSS nag al pe Ae hare ee ee ee Ere ee rae rr ee ee 
pas 63 Other activities. ..... 10.2.1... eee cece ener e erences 85 
ae 63 Inter-American Commission of Women.................0 ccc cece cece eee eecceceerereesess. 86 
Bae ‘ Tenth Assembly of the Commission.....................c cc ccececcececeececcecescecesce. 86 
ener 64 : ts 
ae 64 Other meetingS. .............. sees ee eee erent eee eee terete eee ees 87 

64 Publication and distribution of documents.................00 00 cc cece cece ee eeeeeeecuves 87 
ON ite 65 Favorable changes in the status of American women.......................eeeeeeeeee-. 87 
ieee ih) : : eee 
Se 65 Pan American Sanitary Organization...... 1.0.0.2... 60.60.60 e cee eee eect eee eee e eens 87 

65 Meetings . eee cece ree 87 
ae 65 Administrative: developments: ..«.< 6 s6<<cc.0e-05 ieee cee worsceled ooo mcd ovinwiere vemencseaueees 88 
iaeek 67 Tnhegrated: healthy programas... .cssccscs ecsey exis ans oe aqcine 03 poe mslen hecwee saws oeweeseaecueereel 
pees 68 Gears ATION SULLA Fs CHAO NEO. 62 656s haha o: shes eneg is iS mw wi Genk se SD 88 
ay 69 Other projects Beeps Alas aren Rial es SeAs ser tron! ny Sac ass 9 opal cen. G AGERE) ara cn cee nape seals eae a eee 89 

70 EUDCHTIOM Gis o osc ova Wein coi a ovo Conde od edad wardens sererdee Ae ee ee 89 
ines Co re Inter-Amoeniean Indian: Institutes. 605. <6ccc<o cece secaccee ce sieasvie udlesilcesesiwseoeeesemeceewumen 5SM 
yeas ' Inter American Statistical Institutes. .....4..06.06cccasccescassaanaccccactaevcecccucececcsces OO 
Saas 71 eee SS ERE OT CELE OEP OTE TER OOOE TL ID CAPES ST 
Perce 72 IVER tr EP dee oo Sets oad Satrctey Siac SiS Saw Sard Co sspears 
Seace 72 ee nT een Sn A errr 
cue 7 121) GEN TON: ch nn ee ns eM eM RR ro errr cece. CL 
eave 74 OLN ECAC UIC: Oye oe ee eee ee ee ere eee See ene ne ee iT 
Leeee 74 i is I is ikki edcacv kis eeuebsaedndnscusnadesideaalien ee 
noece 75 General Military Plan and allied projects... ...........0.0.ccccecucececececeeececeecsess QI 
tees 76 RG ook eed avery at enh Gia Fae exe iia SwerbSenken eee eee 
es 7 ReaStOna: ANF AGSOMDMOR 2 52-5 /5)<f/25 6 ows NS 5 Sacldtea eared os era emcee ae Se 
icin . Re, TRGNTE AT, | COORIIRAIION 6. <6 shail o8isis wali 6 Sele eR aac Waeruald wodwianeadsedwaulecaeeouseee oe 
te - Committee on Technical Cooperation of the Inter-American Economic and Social Council..... 92 
vere mn Coordinating Committee on Technical Assistance.............. 0... ccc cece e eee cece cesses 98 
oA 73 Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy..................000cceececeeceeeeeeeeueees Sona Oe 
A en Activities of the Program of Technical Cooperation... .......... 60.0. c ccc cece eens eeeuneee 95 











REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. ........... 00 cc cc ccc ccc ccc eect ee cceeceeceeecesenceceeees 








TI 
supre 
Ame! 
actio 
and ¢ 
of it 
consi 
relati 

No 


Th 
of Fo 
sider 
comm 
and 1 

No 
of Fc 
period 
It sh 
Counc 
vision 
cogniz 
betwee 
resolut 


Costa | 


On. 
Organ: 
Minist 














Report of the Secretary General 
of the 


Organization of American States 


For the Fiscal Year 1954-1955 


I 


THE INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


The Inter-American Conference is the 
supreme organ of the Organization of 
American States. It decides the general 
action and policy of the Organization, 
and determines the structure and functions 
of its organs, and has the authority to 
consider any matter relating to friendly 
relations among the American states. 

No Inter-American Conference was held 


during the period covered by the fiscal year 
1954-55. In the respective chapters of this 
report mention is made of the status of the 
work and duties entrusted by the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, held in Cara- 
cas, from March 1 to 28, 1954, to the 
Council, its organs, the Specialized Organ- 
izations, and other agencies forming part 
of the Organization. 


II 


THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF 
MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


The Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs is held in order to con- 
sider problems of an urgent nature and of 
common interest to the American states, 
and to serve as Organ of Consultation. 

No Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs was held during the 
period covered by the fiscal year 1954-55. 
It should be noted, however, that the 
Council of the Organization, acting pro- 
visionally as Organ of Consultation, took 
cognizance of certain differences that arose 
between two member states and adopted 
resolutions thereon. 


Costa Rica-Nicaragua Situation 


On January 11, 1955, the Council of the 
Organization convoked a Meeting of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs to serve as 








Organ of Consultation, as provided by the 
Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal As- 
sistance. The request for convocation was 
made by the Government of Costa Rica 
because of a situation that had arisen 
between that country and Nicaragua. At 
the time the Council decided to convoke 
the meeting it agreed to set the place and 
date in due time and to act provisionally 
as Organ of Consultation, in accordance 
with Article 12 of the Rio Treaty. A Com- 
mittee composed of the Representatives of 
Mexico (Chairman), Brazil, Ecuador, Para- 
guay, and the United States was appointed 
to conduct an on-the-spot investigation of 
the pertinent facts. The Committee left 
for Costa Rica and Nicaragua on Wednes- 
day, January 12. Meanwhile, on that same 
day, the Council studied a request from 
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Costa Rica for military assistance and 
approved the following resolution: 


The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the petition and the in- 
formation that the Government of Costa Rica has 
just presented, requesting military assistance; and 

CONSIDERING that yesterday a Committee was 
appointed to conduct an on-the-spot investigation 
of the facts pertaining to the situation described 
by the Government of Costa Rica, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To request the Chairman of the Council to 
communicate by cable with the Investigating 
Committee, requesting it to submit, on an urgent 
basis, as soon as it arrives in Costa Rica, a pre- 
liminary report on the situation existing in the 
territory of that Republic, in order to enable the 
Council to reach the decision that should be 
adopted in accordance with the Inter-American 
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance. 

2. To request the American governments that 
they take the necessary measures to prevent the 
use of their territories for any military action 
against the government of another state. 

3. To request the governments that are in a 
position to do so that they place at the disposal of 
the Investigating Committee aircraft to make, 
in the name of the Committee and under its super- 
vision, pacific observation flights over the regions 
affected by the present situation, with prior notifi- 
cation by the Chairman of the Council to the gov- 
ernments whose territories are traversed. 


Pursuant to this resolution, the Govern- 
ments of Ecuador, Mexico, the United 
States, and Uruguay placed aircraft at the 
disposal of the Investigating Committee. 
The Governments of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua also offered to furnish aircraft 
for the purpose mentioned in the January 
12 resolution. The Committee began its 
investigations in Costa Rica on January 13 
and at once began its reports to the Council 
on the progress of its work. 

Based on the communications received 
from the Committee on January 13 and 14, 
the Council approved the following resolu- 
tion on January 14: 


The Council of the Organization of American 


States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

HAVING NOTED the cablegrams sent from San 
José, Costa Rica, by the Investigating Committee 
in compliance with the request for information 
contained in point 1 of the resolution of January 
12, 1955; 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the increasing 
seriousness of the present situation which affects 


the integrity, the sovereignty and the political 


independence of Costa Rica; and 


REAFFIRMING the continuing determination of 
' 


the American states to maintain the peace, 
RESOLVES: 

1. To condemn the acts of intervention of which 
Costa Rica is victim and call attention to the grave 
presumption that there exist violations of inter- 
national treaties in force. 

2. To issue a formal request to all the American 
governments to strengthen the measures that they 
have taken in this case, and especially to the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua in view of the fact that the 
Investigating Committee indicates in its most re- 
cent cabled report that a substantial part of the 
elements of war is entering through the northern 
boundary of the territory of Costa Rica. 

3. To request the Investigating Committee to 
send observers to all the airports in the region in- 
volved in the situation, as well as to any place 
that might be utilized for the transportation of 
military forces or matériel to Costa Rica, for the 
purpose of determining the origin of such forces 
and matériel. 

4. To request the governments, without preju- 
dice to the authority conferred in Article 12 of the 
Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, 
to give consideration to the date and seat of the 
Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs. 


In order to centralize and coordinate its 
numerous activities of a military nature, 
the Investigating Committee established a 
Committee of Military Experts that was 
requested to carry out, subject to the 
approval of the Investigating Committee, 
a system of pacific air and land observation 
flights and to investigate any act of foreign 
intervention in the conflict. As a result of 
communications received on January 15 and 
16 from the Governments of Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua and from the Investigating 
Committee, the Council held two meetings 
on Sunday, January 16, one in the morning 
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and the other in the afternoon. The fol- 
lowing resolution was approved at the first 
of these meetings: 


The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

TAKING INTO ACcouNT the petition presented 
by the Delegation of Costa Rica; and considering 
the reports received from the Investigating Com- 
mittee of the Council, acting provisionally as Or- 
gan of Consultation, according to which the Gov- 
ernment of Costa Rica does not have the necessary 
aircraft or arms to defend itself against attacks by 
foreign aircraft of the type that is now being re- 
ceived by the revolutionary forces; 

Notine that the Government of Costa Rica is 
negotiating the purchase of aircraft; and 

BEARING IN MIND the statement of the Delega- 
tion of the United States to the effect that if the 
Council so requested, it would comply with the 
request received from the Government of Costa 
Rica for the purchase of aircraft, 

RESOLVES: 

To request the governments of the member 
states of the Organization to expedite the orders 
for the purchase of aircraft that Costa Rica may 
have placed with them. 


At the second meeting held on January 
16 the Council approved another resolution, 
which reads as follows: 


The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

CoNSIDERING: 

The communication from the Government of 
Costa Rica dated January 15, 1955; 

The third communication from the Chairman 
of the Investigating Committee dated January 14, 
1955; and 

The telegram sent yesterday to the Chairman 
of the Council by His Excellency Dr. Oscar Sevilla 
Sacasa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, 
RESOLVEs: 

To request the Investigating Committee that, 
in accordance with the wishes expressed by the 
Governments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, it 
proceed with utmost urgency to prepare in con- 
sultation with the said governments and to put 
into effect through the military advisers of the 
Committee a plan for effective surveillance of the 
common frontier of the two countries, reporting as 
frequently as is necessary to the Council, acting 
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provisionally as Organ of Consultation, regarding 
the fulfillment of its mission. 


In compliance with this resolution, the 
Investigating Committee prepared a plan 
for the surveillance of the Costa Rican- 
Nicaraguan frontier, which plan was in 
effect from 12 o’clock noon, January 20, 
to 6 a. m., January 25. 

At the request of the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment, the Council met again on January 20. 
After hearing statements by the Repre- 
sentatives of Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
and taking into consideration the most 
recent communications from the Investi- 
gating Committee, the Council requested 
the Committee to report to it, on an urgent 
basis, on the charge made by the Govern- 
ment of Nicaragua to the effect that two 
aircraft of the Government of Costa Rica 
had crossed the border between the two 
countries and also on the application of the 
plan for surveillance. 

The measures taken by the Council 
acting provisionally as Organ of Consul- 
tation and by its Investigating Committee, 
which were accepted by the Governments 
of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, proved 
effective. The Committee was able to return 
to Washington on January 28, and there it 
proceeded to prepare a detailed report, 
which it presented to the Council on 
February 18. On the basis of the conclusions 
and recommendations contained in this 
report, the Council approved the following 
resolutions on February 24: 


I 


The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

HAVING SEEN the report submitted by the In- 
vestigating Committee, appointed pursuant to 
the provisions of paragraph 4 of the resolution 
approved by the Council on January 11, 1955, in 
response to the request of the Government of 
Costa Rica, 

DECLARES: ¥ 
- That in the resolution of January 14, 1955, the 


3 


ae ta 
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Council, acting provisionally as Organ of Consul- 
tation, taking into consideration the increasing 
seriousness of the situation that was affecting the 
territorial integrity, the sovereignty, and the po- 
litical independence of Costa Rica, condemned 
the acts of intervention of which that Republic 
was the victim. 

That since the aforesaid international situation 
has developed favorably, it is unnecessary to 
apply the additional measures set forth in the 
Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, 
in order to defend the inviolability, the territorial 
integrity, the sovereignty, and the political inde- 
pendence of Costa Rica; and 
STATES: 

Its deep concern over the carrying out of inter- 
national acts such as those that affected the State 
of Costa Rica, and its firm desire that events of 
this nature not be repeated within the inter- 
American system. 

Its satisfaction that the territorial integrity, 
the sovereignty, and the political independence of 
Costa Rica have been preserved, thanks to the 
measures adopted by the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and accepted by the Governments of 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 


II 


WHEREAS: 

The Governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
signed, at the Pan American Union, on February 
21, 1949, a Pact of Amity through which the 
American Treaty of Pacific Settlement, signed in 
Bogot4 in 1948, was put into effect between these 
two Republics; 

These Governments ratified the afore-men- 
tioned Treaty in 1948, but have not yet appointed 
the members of the Commission of Investigation 
and Conciliation that it is incumbent upon 
them to name so that the aforesaid Commission 
may take action in the settlement of their differ- 
ences; 

In accordance with Article tv of the Pact of 
Amity, the Governments of Costa Rica and Nica- 
ragua undertook to adopt, in cases contemplated 
in the Convention on the Duties and Rights of 
States in the Event of Civil Strife, measures for 
the control and supervision of frontiers, as well as 
any other measure intended to prevent the organ- 
ization or existence of any revolutionary move- 
ment against the government of either of the two 
Parties in the territory of the other; and 

According to the report of the Investigating 
Committee, a considerable number of the forces 
that participated in the armed attacks against the 


Government of Costa Rica were interned in 
Nicaraguan territory, together with the arms, 
equipment, and war matériel they carried, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta. 
tion, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To make a cordial appeal to the Governments 
of Costa Rica and Nicaragua to appoint their re. 
spective members of the Commission of Investiga- 
tion and Conciliation that it is incumbent upon 
them to name according to Article xvi1 of the 
aforesaid American Treaty on Pacific Settlement, 
and furthermore to facilitate in every way the 
organization and functioning of that Commission 
and to utilize it in the settlement of their contro. 
versies. 

2. To urge that the necessary measures be 
taken to prevent the elements that have been in. 
terned from organizing themselves, or carrying 
out illegal activities that might endanger good 
relations between Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 

3. To make a cordial appeal to the Govern. 
ments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua regarding the 
desirability that both sign the bilateral agreement 
mentioned in Article 1v of the Pact of Amity “as 
to the best manner of putting into practice the 
provisions of the Convention on the Duties and 
Rights of States in the Event of Civil Strife, in 
cases contemplated by that Convention, so that 
it may be applied immediately whenever a situa- 
tion of this kind arises, in the manner provided for 
in the said agreement, especially with respect to 
measures for the control and supervision of fron- 
tiers, as well as with respect to any other measure 
intended to prevent the organization or existence 
of any revolutionary movement against the Gov- 
ernment of either of the two Parties in the terri- 
tory of the other’’, and taking specific prior meas- 
ures to prevent asylees from engaging in activities 
that would endanger good relations between the 
two countries. 

4. To recommend likewise that the necessary 
measures be taken to prevent the preparation of 
terroristic acts in the territory of either Party 
against the government of the other. 

5. To recommend, as a general measure de- 
sirable for all the member states, the improvement 
of national systems for controlling the illegal) 
traffic in arms and ammunition and also the effec: 
tive application of the recommendation contained 
in Resolution x1 of the Inter-American Conference| 
for the Maintenance of Continental Peace «nd| 
Security that ‘‘no stipulation of the Treaty nor 


any of the obligations created under it should be| 
| 


| 
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interpreted as justifying excessive armaments or 
may be invoked as a reason for the creation or 
maintenance of armaments or armed forces be- 
yond those required for common defense in the 
interest of peace and security.” 

6. To express its opinion that the time for the 
member states to consider whether to fix the site 
and date or to cancel the Meeting of Consultation 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, referred to in the 
resolution adopted on January 11 by the Council 
of the Organization, would be after the Bilateral 
Agreement mentioned in the Pact of Amity has 
been signed and the Commission of Investigation 
and Conciliation contemplated in the American 
Treaty on Pacific Settlement has been established. 


III 


WHEREAS: 

The resolutions approved today are inspired by 
the firm desire to achieve, as soon as possible, the 
re-establishment of most cordial and friendly rela- 
tions between the Governments of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua; 

It is highly desirable to cooperate with the 
Parties for the purpose of assisting them to attain 
that noble purpose; 

The Governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
have furnished effective cooperation to the In- 
vestigating Committee in its work; and 

Although the Investigating Committee has sub- 
mitted its report, it is advisable for the military 
observers to continue, for such time as may be 
necessary, to furnish their valuable information 
services, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To terminate the activities of the Investigat- 
ing Committee of the Council, acting provisionally 
as Organ of Consultation. 

2. To establish a Special Committee of the 
Council, acting provisionally as Organ of Consul- 
tation, to be composed of nine members, for the 
purpose of offering its cooperation to the Repre- 
sentatives of the Governments of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua in carrying out the pertinent provi- 
sions of Resolution 11 approved today, especially 
with regard to the preparation of the Bilateral 
Agreement set forth in the Pact of Amity, and the 
establishment of the Commission of Investigation 
and Conciliation contemplated in the American 
Treaty on Pacific Settlement. 

3. To recommend to the Special Committee of 
the Council that it maintain military observers so 


that the service of military observation that has 
been furnished heretofore may continue without 
interruption. 

4. To thank the Governments of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua for the assistance they have given to 
the Investigating Committee and to express the 
confidence that they will likewise aid the work of 
the committee that will be established by virtue 
of this resolution. 


IV 


In view OF the decision taken today, in which 
the Council resolved to terminate the functions of 
the Investigating Committee appointed in accord- 
ance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of the 
resolution approved on January 11, 1955, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To extend a vote of appreciation for the 
work of the Investigating Committee and to ex- 
press its thanks for the valuable services rendered 
by the Committee members, Ambassadors Luis 
Quintanilla, of Mexico, Chairman; John C. Dreier, 
of the United States; José R. Chiriboga, of Ecua- 
dor; Fernando Lobo, of Brazil; and Guillermo 
Enciso Velloso, of Paraguay; and also by the 
diplomatic and military advisers who accompanied 
the Committee. 

2. To thank in particular the Governments of 
Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, and the 
United States, for their generous contribution in 
placing military personnel at the disposal of the 
Investigating Committee for the purpose of ren- 
dering services of peaceful observation. 

3. Also, to give special recognition to the 
personal work of the military observers, who are 
carrying out their mission with exemplary efficiency 
and a lofty American spirit. 


The Special Committee that was estab- 
lished in accordance with Resolution 11 
was composed of Representatives of the 
following countries: Uruguay (Chairman), 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay, and the 
United States. This Committee met on 
various occasions, with the Representatives 
of Costa Rica and Nicaragua present, and 
its Chairman reported orally on the status 
of its work at the Council’s morning meeting 
on August 4. As a result of this report, the 
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statements made by the Representatives of 
the two parties, and views expressed by 
members of the Council at the aforesaid 
meeting and at the meeting held in the 
afternoon of the same day, the Council 
decided that the Special Committee should 
draft a report covering the course of the 
bilateral negotiations between Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua for the purpose of preparing 
the Bilateral Agreement provided for in 
Resolutions 1 and 111 of February 24, 1955, 
and also that, in the light of the views 
expressed at the afore-mentioned meetings, 
the Special Committee should submit an 
opinion as to the advisability of canceling 
the Meeting of Consultation. The Com- 
mittee gave its report on September 8 and 
submitted a draft resolution that was 
approved by the Council with some changes 
in form. The resolution, as approved, reads 
as follows: 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States, acting provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion, 


HAVING SEEN: 

The report of the Special Committee of the 
Council, acting provisionally as Organ of Consul- 
tation, presented today [September 8, 1955], 
RESOLVES: 

1. To cancel the call for a Meeting of Consulta- 
tion of Ministers of Foreign Affairs that was made, 
in accordance with the Inter-American Treaty of 
Reciprocal Assistance, in the January 11, 1955, 
resolution of the Council of the Organization; and, 
consequently, to terminate the provisional activi- 
ties of the Council as Organ of Consultation. 

2. To retain the Special Committee while the 
negotiations for the signing of the Bilateral Agree- 
ment provided for in the present Pact of Amity 
and in Resolution 11 approved by this Council on 
February 24, 1955, are in course, so as to enable it 
to continue to cooperate with the Representatives 
of Costa Rica and Nicaragua whenever they re- 
quire such cooperation. The Special Committee 
shall duly report on this matter to the govern- 
ments, through the Council of the Organization. 

3. To state that it is pleased that the Com- 
mission of Investigation and Conciliation has been 
established by Costa Rica and Nicaragua and to 
repeat that it is confident the two Parties will 
utilize the services of the aforesaid Commission, 
in accordance with the treaties in force between 
them. 


Ill 


THE COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION 


The Council of the Organization of 
American States is the permanent executive 
body of the Organization. It is composed of 
one Representative of each member state, 
especially appointed by the respective 
government, with the rank of Ambassador. 
In conformity with specific provisions of the 
Charter, the Council has duties the perform- 
ance of which affects each of the other 
organs of the Organization, including the 
Inter-American Conference, the Meeting 
of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs, the Pan American Union, the 
Specialized Conferences, and the Specialized 
Organizations. The Council takes cogni- 
zance, within the limits of the Charter and 
inter-American treaties and agreements, of 


any matter referred to it by the Inter- 
American Conference or the Meeting of 
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs. The Council may act provisionally 
as Organ of Consultation until the Meeting 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, convoked in 
accordance with the Inter-American Treaty 
of Reciprocal Assistance or Article 43 of the 
Charter of the Organization, assembles. 


Costa Rica-Nicaragua Situation 


During the past year the Council acted 
provisionally as Organ of Consultation in 
a situation that developed between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua early in January. The 
request that the Meeting of Consultation 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs be convoked 
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in accordance with Article 6 of the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance 
was presented by the Government of Costa 
Rica on January 8 and considered by the 
Council at special meetings held on Janu- 
ary 10 and 11. The resolution approved by 
the Council on January 11 reads: 


The Council of the Organization of American 
States, 

HAVING TAKEN COGNIZANCE of the communica- 
tion presented today by the Ambassador of Costa 
Rica, in which he gives an account of the events 
occurring in the last several hours that have aggra- 
vated the situation reported yesterday at the 
special meeting of the Council; and 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT, also, the statements 
made at yesterday’s and today’s special meetings, 
RESOLVES: 

1. To convoke the Organ of Consultation in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance. 

2. To set in due time the place and date of the 
meeting of the said Organ. 

3. To constitute itself and act provisionally as 
Organ of Consultation, in accordance with Article 
12 of the aforesaid Treaty. 

4, To authorize the Chairman of the Council to 
appoint a Committee to conduct an on-the-spot 
investigation of the pertinent facts and submit a 
report thereon. 

5. To request the American governments, par- 
ticularly those of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, and 
the Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States, to provide full cooperation in 
order to facilitate the work of the Committee, 
which shall begin its task immediately after being 
constituted. 

6. To request the Governments of Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua, in compliance with the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, to give 
full guarantees that they will immediately refrain 
from performing any act that might aggravate the 
situation involving the two sister Republics. 

7. To inform the Security Council of the 
United Nations of the text of the present resolu- 
tion, and of all activities connected with this 
matter. 


The provisional action of the Council as 
Organ of Consultation in the situation in- 
volving Costa Rica and Nicaragua is de- 
scribed in Chapter 1, which deals with the 


Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs. 


Organization and Functioning of the 
Council 


ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
AND VICE CHAIRMAN 


In accordance with the Regulations of the 
Council, the election of the Chairman and 
the Vice Chairman of the Council took place 
at the last regular meeting in November, 
held on November 17. Ambassadors José A. 
Mora, Representative of Uruguay, and José 
Ramén Rodriguez, Representative of the 
Dominican Republic, were elected Chairman 
and Vice Chairman, respectively. Following 
the retirement of Ambassador Rodriguez 
from the Council, Ambassador Love O. 
Léger, the Representative of Haiti, was 
elected Vice Chairman on May 18, 1955. 


MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 


Following the election of the new Chair- 
man, the standing committees were set up 
as follows: 


GENERAL CoMMITTEE 

The Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the 
Council, the chairmen or vice chairmen of the com- 
mittees, and the former Chairmen of the Council 
(Uruguay, Haiti, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecua- 
dor, El Salvador, United States, Mexico, Nica- 
ragua, Peru, and Venezuela) 


CoMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCES 
Brazil (Chairman), Colombia, Cuba, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Honduras, and Panama 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Colombia (Chairman), Mexico (Vice Chair- 
man), Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, and the 
United States 


CoMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS 

Venezuela (Chairman), Argentina (Vice Chair- 
man), Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, the 
United States, and Uruguay 


CoMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS AND PuBtic INFor- 
MATION 

United States (Chairman), Chile (Vice Chair- 
man), Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua, and 
Paraguay . 








8 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


The Special Committees of the Council 
were composed as follows: 


CoMMITTEE ON THE REGULATIONS OF THE COUNCIL 
AND OF THE PAN AMERICAN UNION 

Peru (Chairman), Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Nica- 
ragua, the United States, and Venezuela 
CoMMITTEE ON THE LEo S. RowE PAN AMERICAN 
FunpD 

Peru (Chairman), Bolivia, Chile, the Domini- 
can Republic, and the Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States 


CoMMITTEE ON THE CUERVO DICTIONARY 
Colombia (Chairman), Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Venezuela 


CoMMITTEE ON ORGANS OF THE COUNCIL 

Chile (Chairman), Haiti (Vice Chairman), 
Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and the 
United States 
CoMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL-PoLITICAL MatTTERS 
ENTRUSTED TO THE COUNCIL BY THE TENTH INTER- 
AMERICAN CONFERENCE (RESOLUTIONS XXIX, 
XCIX, C, CII, CIX) 

Mexico (Chairman), Paraguay (Vice Chair- 
man), Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Peru, the United 
States, Uruguay, and Venezuela 
CoMMITTEE ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE ELEVENTH 
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

Ecuador (Chairman), Chile (Vice Chairman), 
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Mexico, Peru, and the United States 
RETIREMENT AND PENSION COMMITTEE 

El] Salvador (representing the Council), the 
Secretary General, a representative of the staff, 
and the Treasurer of the Pan American Union 


PERMANENT COMMITTEE OF THE BoarpD oF Dt1- 
RECTORS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES 

United States (Chairman), Costa Rica (Vice 
Chairman), Argentina, Chile, the Dominican Re- 
public, Mexico, and Venezuela 


On December 15, 1954, the Council re- 
organized the General Committee so that it 
is now composed of the Chairman and the 
Vice Chairman of the Council and the chair- 
men or vice chairmen of the standing and 
special committees. Former Chairmen of 
the Council who are still members of that 
body are invited to participate with voice 
and vote in the committee’s discussions. 





The Council requested the Committee on 
Regulations to determine whether the Regu- 
lations of the Council needed to be amended 
as a result of this reorganization and, if so, 
to propose such changes as would be neces- 
sary. 


MEETINGS HELD 


From July 1, 1954, to June 30, 1955, the 
Council held eight regular meetings, nine 


special meetings, five protocolary meetings, | 


and seven meetings at which it acted pro- 
visionally as Organ of Consultation. 


Relations with Inter-American Specialized 
Organizations 


The relations of the Organization of 
American States with the Inter-American 
Specialized Organizations are determined by 
agreements concluded between the Council 
and the respective organization. According 
to the Charter of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and the aforesaid agreements, the 
Council has specific attributes with respect 
to the Specialized Organizations. It is ad- 
vised thereon by the Committee on Inter- 
American Organizations and by the Finance 
Committee with respect to fiscal matters. 
The following are the Specialized Organiza- 
tions: the American International Institute 
for the Protection of Childhood, the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and His- 
tory, the Pan American Sanitary Organi- 
zation, the Inter-American Institute of 


Agricultural Sciences, the Inter-American | 


Commission of Women, the Inter-American 
Indian Institute. 


During the past year the Council was not 


called upon to consider any special matters 
pertaining to relations between the Organiza- 
tion and the Specialized Organizations. 


Relations with other Inter-American Organi: | 
zations 


The Charter of the Organization empower 
the Council to conclude agreements or co 
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operative arrangements with American or- 
ganizations—official, semiofficial, nongov- 
ernmental, national, or international—of 
recognized international standing that are 
not in the category of Inter-American 
Specialized Organizations. In previous years 
the Council has concluded agreements with 
the Pan American Railway Congress Associ- 
ation and the Inter American Statistical 
Institute, both semiofficial organizations, and 
it has established standards for the mainten- 
ance of cooperative relations with nongovern- 
mental organizations. In the past year the 
Council revised the agreement concluded 
with the Inter American Statistical Institute 
on July 1, 1950, and approved the Organiza- 
tion Plan of the Pan American Highway 
Congresses and that of the Inter-American 
Travel Congresses. 


ORGANIZATION PLAN OF THE PAN AMERICAN 
HiGHwAay CONGRESSES 


In 1952, the Committee on Inter-Ameri- 
can Organizations made a study of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses as part of the 
examination of the status and activities of 
inter-American agencies that was entrusted 
to the Council by Resolution 1 of the 
Bogoté Conference and presented a report 
to the Council suggesting the possibility of 
organizing a permanent secretariat for the 
Highway Congresses, of the same type and 
under the same conditions as that maintained 
at the Pan American Union for the Inter- 
American Travel Congresses. In making 
this suggestion the Committee took into 
consideration the purpose of Resolution m1 
of the Bogoté Conference, namely, that an 
excessive number of official and semiofficial 
organizations should be avoided. The Special 
Pan American Highway Congress held in 
Mexico in 1952 accepted this suggestion 
and, at its request, an Interim Committee 
studied the structure of the Congresses. 
This Committee resolved to exclude any 
formula that would mean the establishment 
of a new institution or organization in the 


hemisphere and recommended an Organi- 
zation Plan that would assure the continuity 
of the Pan American Highway Congresses 
and provide them with machinery that 
would function rapidly and efficiently in the 
interval between Congresses. The Pan Amer- 
ican Union was to continue to perform the 
functions of the permanent secretariat. The 
Organization Plan recommended by the 
Interim Committee was approved by the 
Sixth Pan American Highway Congress, 
with some amendments, and then by the 
Council of the Organization. In the report 
presented to the Council on December 15, 
1954, the Committee on Inter-American 
Organizations stated that the new plan “will 
not only comply with the provisions of 
Resolution m1 of the Bogota Conference but 
will also adopt the criterion established by 
the Council that Specialized Conferences 
that require technical services and services of 
secretariat during the intervals between 
meetings should make arrangements with 
the Inter-American Specialized Organiza- 
tions, the organs of the Council of the Organi- 
zation, or the Pan American Union to make 
use of their facilities, so as not to be obliged 
to resort to the creation of new services or 
offices.” The Pan American Highway Con- 
gresses, according to the new Plan, are an 
activity within the Organization of Ameri- 
can States with the status of Specialized 
Conferences. 


ORGANIZATION PLAN OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL 
CONGRESSES 


The present Organization Plan of the 
Inter-American Travel Congresses was pre- 
pared with that of the Pan American High- 
way Congresses as a basis and with the same 
purpose in mind. As in the case of the Organi- 
zation Plan for the Pan American Highway 
Congresses, the Committee on Inter-Ameri- 
can Organizations reached the conclusion 
that this Plan was a more acceptable alter- 
native than the creation of a continental 
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specialized organization. The Organization 
Plan of the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses was approved by the Council of the 
Organization of American States on Decem- 
ber 15, 1954. The aforesaid Plan recognizes 
these Congresses as Specialized Conferences. 


IntTER AMERICAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE 


Since July 1, 1950, relations between the 
Organization of American States and the 
Institute have been governed by an Agree- 
ment concluded by virtue of Resolution Iv 
of the Ninth International Conference of 
American States. This Agreement established 
the bases for close cooperation between the 
two organizations with respect to activities 
and programs and also for the incorporation 
of the Secretariat of the Institute into the 
Pan American Union. Although the Agree- 
ment was working out satisfactorily, both 
parties felt it desirable to revise it in the light 
of experience. This was done jointly by the 
Committee on Inter-American Organizations 
and the Institute, and the Finance Com- 
mittee was consulted on articles pertaining 
to finances and work programs. The new 
Agreement, which was approved by the 
Council on May 4, 1955, specifically states 
that the Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ferences are Inter-American Specialized Con- 
ferences and it has been adapted to the 
actual status of the Office of Statistics of the 
Pan American Union. The Office of Statistics 
was placed directly under the supervision of 
the Secretary General and it is administered 
in the manner and in accordance with the 
procedures established for the administration 
of the departments of the Pan American 
Union by their directors. As the office has 
the functions and responsibilities of general 
secretariat of the Institute, the Agreement 
contains provisions that facilitate coordina- 
tion on the administrative level and the 
performance of the functions that the Di- 
rector of the Office carries out as Secretary 
General of an autonomous inter-American 
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organization and as Chief of the office that 
performs the statistical services for the Pan 
American Union. The office is governed by 
the administrative policies and regulations of 
the Pan American Union in so far as its work 
programs and budget are concerned, but at 
the same time provision is made for the 
special situation with respect to the work 
program of the Institute as an autonomous 
body. The Council has authorized the Sec- 


retary General of the Organization of Ameri- ' 


can States to sign the Agreement in the name 
of the Council after it is approved by the 
Institute. 


INsTITUTO CARO y CUERVO 


At the meeting of May 18, 1955, at the 
recommendation of the Committee on the 
Cuervo Dictionary, the Council requested 
the Committee on Inter-American Organi- 
zations to undertake a study of the bases for 
an agreement between the Organization of 
American States and the Instituto Caro y 
Cuervo, in order to comply with Resolu- 
tion xx of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference. 


Relations with World Organizations 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
Oas AND UNESCO 


In view of the fact that the Agreement | 


concluded in July 1950 between the Oas and 
Unesco for the training of personnel and the 
preparation of fundamental education ma- 
terial was to expire in December 1954, the 


Council requested the Committee on Inter- | 
American Organizations to study the bases | 


for a new agreement between the two organi- 
zations. The draft agreement presented by 
the Committee was approved by the Council 
on October 20, 1954. The new Agreement 
extends the radius of activity of the Coordi- 
nation Committee established under the 
earlier agreement. Its functions, which were 
previously limited to seeing that the activ- 
ities of the Latin American Fundamental 
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Education Center (CrEFAL) were harmo- 
niously carried on, were extended to include 
consideration, stimulation, and coordination 
of plans and programs in the field of funda- 
mental education in Latin America and 
especially the coordination of the activities 
of the CreraL and the Latin American 
Fundamental Education Press, so as to 
harmonize their work and to avoid duplica- 
tion of their activities with those of govern- 
ments or public or private organizations. The 
Committee likewise examines the proposed 
programs and budgets of the Center and the 
Press and is to transmit its comments and 
suggestions to UNEsco and to the Oas. In 
the Agreement the purposes of CREFAL and 
of the Press are more clearly stated, and the 
concept of autonomy set forth in the earlier 
Agreement with respect to both organiza- 
tions was eliminated by placing CREFAL 
under the authority of the Director-General 
of Unesco and the Press under the authority 
of the Secretary General of the Organization 
of American States. The Organization of 
American States contributes to this joint 
project by providing annually twenty 19- 
month fellowships, known as “Oas Fellow- 
ships”, in the amount of $1,900 each, for 
Latin American students at CreFrau. Prior 
to the date of the new Agreement the contri- 
bution of the Organization of American 
States, which amounted to $40,000 annually, 
was not designated for any specific purpose. 


Studies on Juridical-political Matters En- 
trusted to the Council by the Tenth In- 
ter American Conference 


The Tenth Inter-American Conference 
approved various resolutions entrusting to 
the Council studies on matters of a juridical- 
political nature. These Resolutions—xx1x, 
XCIX, C, CII, cl, and crx—were referred to 
a special committee established by the 
Council in April 1954. The committee ap- 
pointed a Subcommittee on Human Rights 
to which it entrusted the preliminary study 
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of Resolution xxrx, which states that the 
Council should continue its studies on the 
jurisdictional aspects of the protection of 
human rights, on the basis of existing pro- 
posals and studies and in the light of its 
own experience, analyzing the possibility of 
the creation of an Inter-American Court for 
the Protection of Human Rights, with a 
view to having the matter considered at the 
Eleventh Inter-American Conference. This 
subcommittee has been studying both the 
background material compiled by the De- 
partment of International Law on the subject 
and the steps taken by the Pan American 
Union to carry out Resolution xxvii of the 
Caracas Conference, which deals with the 
strengthening of the system for the pro- 
tection of human rights. 

Preliminary draft statutes for the Inter- 
American Peace Committee were prepared 
pursuant to Resolution cm and submitted 
to the governments with a request that they 
present their observations on the draft for 
consideration when the text that is to be 
duly submitted to the Council for final 
approval is prepared. 

The Council has requested the opinion of 
the governments with respect to the matters 
treated in Resolutions xcrx (Possibility of 
Revising the Pact of Bogota) and c (Inter- 
American Court of Justice). 

Resolutions cu (Protocol to the Conven- 
tion on Duties and Rights of States in the 
Event of Civil Strife) and crx (Compulsory 
Jurisdiction of the International Court of 
Justice) will be studied in due course by the 
special committee of the Council. 


Activities of the Council with respect to 
Inter-American Conferences 


GENERAL PoLicy ON REPRESENTATION 
AT INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 


In accordance with the procedure ap- 
proved by the Council in May 1953, com- 
munications received by the Council inviting 
it to be represented at international meetings 
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were transmitted to the General Committee, 
to enable it to consider the character and 
nature of the meetings and to report to the 
Council with the proper recommendations. 
The experience of the General Committee 
showed that it was a difficult and delicate 
matter to establish such distinctions among 
meetings as would enable the committee to 
recommend to the Council whether or not 
it should be represented. The question of 
having the Council represented at such 
meetings, in view of that body’s represent- 
ative and collective nature, was an even 
more difficult and more delicate matter than 
that of establishing distinctions between 
meetings. Moreover, the General Committee 
kept in mind that the Pan American Union 
usually sends technical experts to the con- 
ferences and meetings that deal with subjects 
relating to its work program. This enables the 
Union to better perform its duties as tech- 
nical secretariat of the Council and its three 
technical organs. From the preceding con- 
siderations, among others, the committee 
concluded that it was desirable to establish 
the general policy that the Council should 
not send representatives to international 
meetings and conferences and that these 
considerations should apply with equal 
validity to the organs of the Council. The 
decision of the Council to this effect appears 
in the resolution approved on June 22, 1955, 
which reads as follows: 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
HAVING SEEN: 

The Report on the policy to be followed with re- 
spect to communications received by the Council 
inviting it to be represented at international meet- 
ings, submitted by the General Committee; and 
CONSIDERING: 

The difficulties inherent in providing for such 
representation, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To state that the Council is adopting the 
general policy of not sending representatives to 
international meetings and conferences. 

2. To authorize the Chairman of the Council, 
in replying to communications received by the 


Council inviting it to be represented at inter- 
national meetings and conferences, to follow the 
general policy set forth in paragraph 1 of this reso- 
lution. 

3. To revoke any prior measure taken by the 
Council that is in conflict with this resolution. 

4. To recommend this general policy to its 
technical organs: the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists, and the Inter-American Cultural Council, 


SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES AND 
OTHER INTER-AMERICAN 
MEETINGS 


During the past year the following Spe- 
cialized Conferences were held: Sixth Pan 
American Highway Congress, Tenth Pan 
American Child Congress, Fourteenth Pan 
American Sanitary Conference, Third Inter- 
American Indian Congress, and Third Inter- 
American Statistical Conference. 

The Council has proceeded with the prep- 
arations for the Inter-American Meeting of 
Ministers of Education, which was postponed 
until 1955, and for the Conference on the 
Conservation of Natural Resources: The 
Continental Shelf and Marine Waters, which 
is to be held in 1956, both of which are 
classified as Specialized Conferences. The 
Council approved the Agenda of the first of 
these meetings and submitted to the govern- 
ments for consideration the preliminary 
draft agenda of the latter, which had been 
prepared by the Committee on Inter-Ameri- 
can Conferences. The Council accepted the 
offer of the Government of the Dominican 
Republic that Ciudad Trujillo be the seat of 
the Conference on the Conservation of 
Natural Resources: The Continental Shelf 
and Marine Waters. 

The Council recognized the Inter-Ameri- 
can Port and Harbor Conference as a 
Specialized Conference. Resolution 24/54 of 
the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
provides for the holding of this Conference 
and entrusted the preparation of its agenda 
and regulations to the latter Council. The 
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Conference is to be held in San José, Costa 
Rica, during the first four months of 1956. 

In accordance with the Organization Plan 
of the Pan American Highway Congresses 
and that of the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses, approved by the Council in Decem- 
ber 1954, these Congresses are an activity 
within the Organization of American States 
classified as Specialized Conferences, in ac- 
cordance with Articles 93 and 94 of the 
Charter of the Organization, and will be 
convoked by the Organization. 


Decisions relative to the Organs of the 
Council 


INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND 
SoctaL CouNcIL 


The Council revised the Statutes of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, in accordance with Resolution Lxxxvi 
of the Tenth Inter-American Conference, in 
order to give that body greater flexibility 
and effectiveness in its work. In carrying out 
this task, the Council considered, among 
other suggestions, those contained in the 
document attached to Resolution Lxxxv1, 
entitled “‘Suggestions for the Revision of the 
Statutes of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council’ and consulted with the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil. The draft Statutes that were prepared 
by the Committee on Organs of the Council 
were submitted to the governments for 
comment. At the meeting held by the Council 
of the Organization on August 3, 1955, the 
new Statutes were approved and became 
effective on that same date. 

The Council found it necessary to take 
several decisions with respect to the Fourth 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council (Meeting 
of Ministers of Finance or Economy). It 
set aside an item of $18,250 to cover the 
extraordinary expenses of the aforesaid 
Meeting and authorized the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council to extend an 


invitation to the Government of Canada to 
send an Observer. 


INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS 


In Resolution i1, the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference recommended to the Council 
of the Organization that, in accordance with 
Article 62 of the Charter, it study the 
Statutes of the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists for the purpose of incorporating in 
that document the provisions indicated in 
the aforesaid resolution. The Committee 
on Organs of the Council made a study of the 
matter and prepared Draft Statutes that are 
to be studied by the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists and the Inter-American Juridical 
Committee. In the light of the observations 
that they present, the Committee on Organs 
of the Council will prepare a text of the 
Statutes which will be submitted to the 
Council of the Organization for final ap- 
proval. 

In accordance with a suggestion made by 
the Government of Mexico, the Council of 
the Organization decided that the Third 
Meeting of the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists should be held in the capital of that 
Republic during the first half of January 
1956. The Agenda for the Meeting was 
prepared by the Committee on Organs of the 
Council and approved by the Council at its 
meeting of June 22. 


INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL 


In the report for the fiscal year 1953-54, 
an account was given of the preparation of 
the Agenda for the Second Meeting of the 
Inter-American Cultural Council and that of 
the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of 
Education, both of which were approved by 
the Council of the Organization on July 
23, 1954. These meetings were to have been 
held in the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil, begin- 
ning October 25, 1954. However, since it was 
not possible for the Government of Brazil to 
offer the necessary facilities for holding 
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these meetings, the Council postponed them 
to 1955. 

The Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Cultural Council is to study the rules for the 
functioning of the Committee for Cultural 
Action, which the Council approved pro- 
visionally on July 23, 1954, so that, in 
conformity with Article 62 of the Charter, 
the Cultural Council will be able to present 
its views with respect to the changes pro- 
posed, 


Decisions with respect to the Pan Ameri- 

can Union 

The Charter of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States provides that the Council is 
responsible for the proper discharge by the 
Pan American Union of the duties assigned 
to it. It is also the duty of the Council to 
adopt resolutions that will enable the Secre- 
tary General to perform the duties assigned 
to him by the Charter. 


THE BupGet 
At the meeting held on January 19, 1955, 
the Council approved the budget of the 


IV 
THE INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 


Most of the activities of the Council 
during the fiscal year 1954-55 were closely 
connected with the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council, held in Rio de 
Janeiro, November 22—December 2, 1954, 
in compliance with Resolution txvi of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. In the 
early months of the fiscal year, the Council 
worked intensively to complete the prep- 
arations for the Meeting, which included 
approval of the Agenda, fixing of the date 
of the Meeting, and preparation of docu- 
ments to facilitate the study of the topics to 
be discussed. Once the Meeting of Ministers 
was over, the Council took up the task of 
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Pan American Union for the fiscal year 1955- 
56, in the amount of $3,565,320. Included in 
this sum is an item of $225,807 for the 
Inter-American Defense Board and another 
of $25,873 for reimbursement of the Working 
Capital Fund of the Pan American Union, 
The sum for the Pan American Union also 
covers the expenses of the Secretariats of the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee, the 
Committee for Cultural Action, and the 
Inter-American Commission of Women. Also, 
for the first time, items are included for 
travel by members of the staff of the Pan 
American Union to their countries of origin 
and for the financing, jointly with the staff, 
of hospitalization and surgical services. 

When approving the budget the Council 
also decided that the Finance Committee 
should study a plan contemplating, in its 
various aspects, the possibility of changing 
or eliminating the present system whereby 
reimbursements are made for the payment of 
national income taxes. 


carrying out the resolutions approved at 
that meeting. Its work during the second 
six months of the fiscal year was based 
primarily on those resolutions. 


Internal Organization of the Council 


ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND 
VicE-CHAIRMAN 


At the meeting of November 4, 1954, the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil elected Dr. César A. Bunge, the Repre- 
sentative of Argentina, and Ambassador 
Armando C. Amador, the Representative of 
Mexico, to serve as Chairman and Vice 
Chairman, respectively, for the term o 
office ending in November 1955. 
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Dr. Bunge resigned as Chairman on June 
20, 1955, for personal reasons, and pursuant 
to the Regulations in force, Ambassador 
Amador, the Vice Chairman, served as 
Chairman for the remainder of the term. 


MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 


Pursuant to Article 44 of the Regulations 
approved in 1950 and amended in 1952, the 
Chairman appointed the following countries 
as members of the standing committees of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council for the year 1954-55: 

CoMMITTEE ON Economic CooPERATION 

Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, the 
United States, and Uruguay 
CoMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Nicaragua, 
the United States, and Venezuela 
COMMITTEE ON SocraL COOPERATION 

Argentina, Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, the United States, and 
Venezuela 
LIAISON AND INFORMATION COMMITTEE! 

Chile, Cuba, Haiti, Honduras, Paraguay, Peru, 
and Uruguay 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Council and the chairmen and rapporteurs of the 
committees 


New STATUTES 


In accordance with Resolution Lxxxvi of 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference, the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States revised the Statutes of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council in or- 
der to give that body “greater flexibility and 
effectiveness in carrying out its work.” The 
revision was made in the first instance by the 
Committee on Organs of the Council of the 
Organization of American States. The com- 
mittee prepared a preliminary draft of the 
new Statutes, basing it on the list of sug- 
gestions contained in the above-mentioned 

1 New name approved at the meeting of May 12, 1955, for 


the former “Committee on Cooperation with Other Organiza- 
tions’’. 
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resolution of the Tenth Conference, and trans- 
mitted the preliminary draft to the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council in 
order to obtain its views. The Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council, at its meet- 
ing of March 24, 1955, studied a report of 
its Executive Committee summarizing its 
views on the preliminary draft Statutes and 
approved Resolution 5/55, authorizing the 
transmittal of the report to the Council of 
the Organization “as an expression of the 
opinion of the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council with respect to the Prelimi- 
nary Draft Statutes.” 

The Committee on Organs of the Council 
of the Organization of American States, 
taking into account the views of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, 
prepared the definitive draft statutes, which 
were transmitted to the governments of the 
member states pursuant to the resolution of 
the Council approved on May 18, 1955. 

The Council of the Organization studied 
the comments received from the governments 
and approved the new Statutes at its meeting 
of August 3, 1955. 


Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy 
as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council 


During the first six months of the fiscal 
year 1954-55, the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council was engaged in making 
preparations for the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy convoked in accordance 
with Resolution txv1 of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. At its meeting of 
April 9, 1954, the Council appointed an ad 
hoc committee composed of seven of its 
members to assume responsibility for “all 
matters related to the organization and 
operation of the Meeting and the preparation 
of the documents therefor’ (Resolution 
11/54). The definitive agenda, prepared by 
the ad hoc committee on the basis of the 
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suggestions in the resolution of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, was approved on 
July 1, 1954, in Resolution 12/54; and in 
Resolution 13/54 of July 15, 1954, the Coun- 
cil set Monday, November 22, 1954, as the 
opening date of the meeting, as agreed upon 
with the Government of Brazil. 

In accordance with the above-mentioned 
resolutions, the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Council was held in 
Rio de Janeiro, from November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2, 1954, with delegations from all coun- 
tries members of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States, an observer from the Govern- 
ment of Canada, and representatives from 
11 non-American countries. 

The Meeting was a milestone of the 
greatest importance in the field of economic 
cooperation between the member states of 
the Organization of American States, and 
its results have advanced this cooperation 
and will continue to advance it progressively, 
for such cooperation is one of the principal 
objectives sought by the Organization 
through the Council. 

During the last six months of the fiscal 
year 1954-55, the Council concentrated its 
efforts on analyzing the resolutions approved 
by the Ministers of Finance or Economy, 
and prepared, as a result of this analysis, a 
work program designed to carry them out. 
As may be seen below, certain activities 
included in the program were carried forward 
to a considerable degree during the period 
covered by this report. 


INTER-AMERICAN PoRT AND 
Harspor CONFERENCE 


Pursuant to Resolution 24/54, the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council took 
steps to organize an Inter-American Port 
and Harbor Conference; it prepared a pro- 
visional agenda, which was submitted in due 
course to the governments for consideration, 


and made progress with respect to docu- 
mentary material, regulations, and a decision 
as to the seat of the meeting. 


COORDINATION OF INTER-AMERICAN 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 
IN TIME OF EMERGENCY 


With respect to this problem, which has 
been mentioned in earlier reports, the Coun- 
cil, pursuant to Resolution 29/54, took the 
necessary measures to convoke an ad hoc 
committee of qualified technical experts to 
study the data on transportation require- 
ments and availabilities in the event of an 
emergency, with a view to preparing recom- 
mendations to the governments. In accord- 
ance with Resolution 8/55, approved on 
March 30, 1955, the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council reminded the gov- 
ernments that it would be necessary to con- 
voke the ad hoc committee of qualified 
technical experts referred to in Resolution 
29/54, and suggested that to that end it 
would be highly desirable for the Council to 
have available the necessary data on the 
subject. 


INTER-AMERICAN MARITIME 
TRANSPORTATION 


Resolution 30/54 provides for the prepa- 
ration of a document recommending meas- 
ures to achieve a greater degree of compara- 
bility in the maritime data of the American 
republics. Pursuant to this resolution, the 


Council entrusted to its secretariat the prepa- | 


ration of a technical document, which was 


transmitted, in accordance with Resolution 


7/55 of March 30, 1955, to the Inter Ameri- 
can Statistical Institute and discussed subse- 
quently at the Third Inter-American Sta- 
tistical Conference, held in Petrépolis, Brazil, 
in June 1955. This report, together with the 
comments and any changes that are neces- 
sary, will be transmitted in due course to the 
American governments. 
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INTER-AMERICAN MARITIME FREIGHT AND 
INSURANCE RATES 


Pursuant to Resolution xrx of the Fourth 
Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs, the Council established an 
al hoc Committee to study freight and 
insurance rates applicable to inter-American 
trade. The Committee began its studies on 
January 28, 1952, and issued a report on 
March 11, 1952. Among other conclusions, 
the Committee stated that its study required 
certain data and information that were not 
available. The Secretariat of the Council 
has been gathering and compiling the re- 
quired information so that the ad hoc Com- 
mittee can continue its work. 

Resolution 31/54 of the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting provides that the ad hoc 
Committee continue and complete its study 
within one year. For such purpose, the 
American republics are requested “to co- 
operate promptly and effectively, so that the 
ad hoc Committee may complete the compila- 
tion of the basic information needed for the 
fulfillment of its mission.” For these reasons, 
the Council plans to convoke a second 
meeting of the ad hoc Committee of Special- 
ists of the American Republics for the Study 
of Freight and Insurance Rates, to take place 
in October 1955 at the seat of the Council, 
provided at least five governments send 
representatives. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON BANANAS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
EcoNoMIC AND SocraAL CouNcIL 


Pursuant to Resolution 33/54, which pro- 
vides that a Special Committee on Bananas 
be established, the Council will take steps 
to hold a special meeting, probably in 
September 1955, at which this new com- 
mittee will be formally installed and may 
begin its activities. 
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INTERNATIONAL COFFEE SITUATION 


Resolution 34/54 provides that the Special 
Committee on Coffee of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council should make, 
through a special subeommittee, a detailed 
study of the world coffee situation and its 
prospects for the future. The Subcommittee, 
at its meetings of April 19 and May 17, 
1955, discussed a resolution approved at the 
Annual Assembly of the Federacién Cafe- 
talera Centro América-México-El Caribe 
(Coffee Growers’ Association of Central 
America, Mexico, and the Caribbean), held 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, from April 10 to 
15, 1955, which envisages the possibility of 
reaching an international agreement on 
coffee and shows the desire of the member 
countries of the Federation to participate 
in a constructive meeting for the conclusion 
of such an agreement. 


AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND SURPLUSES 


Resolution 35/54 provides that the Coun- 
cil shall continue the studies on agricultural 
surpluses, and also examine the possibility 
and desirability of planning and coordinating 
an international system for the administra- 
tion of reserves. The Council therefore in- 
cluded in its work program a study of the 
means for the better utilization of agricul- 
tural surpluses and another relative to the 
effects of the accumulation of surpluses on 
the traditional trade structure. An attempt 
will be made to coordinate this study with 
those of other international agencies inter- 
ested in the same problem, such as the 
United Nations and its Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization. 


TERMS OF TRADE 


Resolution 37/54 requests the Council to 
consider the most suitable method of estab- 
lishing uniform technical bases that should be 
used in compiling the data on terms of trade 
of the Latin American countries. In com- 
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pliance with this request the Council estab- 
lished, pursuant to Resolution 10/55 ap- 
proved on May 12, 1955, an ad hoc 
Committee of Experts on the Computation 
of Terms of Trade, which met in Petrépolis, 
Brazil, in June 1955, simultaneously with 
the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference. The Committee prepared a report 
with recommendations, which, together with 
pertinent comments, will be transmitted in 
due course to the governments. 


GENERAL Economic AGREEMENT 


Resolution 39/54 provides that steps shall 
be taken to prepare a general economic agree- 
ment for presentation to the Economic 
Conference of the Organization of American 
States, to be held in Buenos Aires pursuant 
to Resolution vit of the Ninth International 
Conference of American States. To that end, 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council appointed a work group, which drew 
up the bases for the preparation of the draft 
text of a general economic agreement. 


Stupy oF A PLAN FOR AN INTER-AMERICAN 
FINANCIAL ORGANIZATION 


Resolution 62/54 provides for the creation 
of a committee of experts, composed of rep- 
resentatives of the Central Banks of Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and Venezuela, and of 
the Secretariat of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America, to study and present to 
the countries members of the Organization 
of American States a plan for a regional fi- 
nancial organization in accordance with the 
international financial system. This Com- 
mittee met in Santiago, Chile, from February 
17 to April 15, 1955, pursuant to Resolutions 
1/55 of the Council, which designated the 
meeting place, and 2/55, which set the open- 
ing date. 

As a result of its studies, the Committee of 
Experts of Central Banks presented an 
Explanatory Statement and a Draft Agree- 


ment for the Establishment of an Inter- 
American Bank for Economic Development. 

The Executive Committee of the Council 
received this documentary material at the 
end of May and voted that its Chairman 
should send it to the Representatives on the 
Council for transmittal to the governments, 
Later, at the meeting on June 2, the Council 
formally took cognizance of the Draft Agree- 
ment and the Explanatory Statement and 
set a period of three months, beginning on 
that date, for receiving the comments of the 
governments. 

Pursuant to Resolution 62/54, the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, 
provided it is deemed proper in the light of 
the work of the Committee of Experts and 
the comments of the governments, should 
convoke a meeting of representatives of the 
member countries, at the end of the three- 
month period, to decide on the organization 
of an inter-American financial system. 


OTHER RESOLUTIONS 


In addition to the resolutions that have 
just been discussed in detail, the Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy as the 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council 
approved the following resolutions that are 
being carried out: 


26/54, ‘‘Improvement of Maritime and Inland 
Waterway Transportation in the Americas”’ 

28/54, ‘‘Promotion and Development of Na- 
tional Merchant Marines” 

44/54, ‘‘Development of Inter-American Trade” 

47/54, “Liberalization of Inter-Latin-American 
Trade”’ 

48/54, ‘Preparation of a Multilateral Agree- 
ment for the Establishment of an Entity to En- 
courage and Promote Inter-American Cooperation 
in the Fields of Industrial Technology and Pro- 
ductivity” 

49/54, ‘‘Public-Information Campaign by the 
Pan American Union with Respect to Economic- 
Development Problems and Their Solution”’ 

52/54, “Status, Nature, and Financing of the 
Program of Technical Cooperation of the Organ- 
ization of American States”’ 
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53/54, ‘‘Natural Resources: Their Discovery, 
Evaluation, and Utilization”’ 

54/54, “Programming of Economic Develop- 
ment”’ 

55/54, “(Measures Tending to Facilitate Trade 
in Raw Materials and Semimanufactured Prod- 
ucts” 

56/54, ‘“Measures Designed to Foster Economic 
Development by Means of Programs of Technical 
Cooperation’”’ 

57/54, ‘Financing and Technical Assistance for 
Regional Economic-Integration Projects”’ 


In addition to the above-mentioned reso- 
lutions, the Meeting approved others, which 
are mainly recommendations to the govern- 
ments and require no further action by the 
Council. 


Other Activities of the Council 


In addition to the activities resulting from 
the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy, the work of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council included the 
following: 


ACTIVITIES IN THE Economic FIELD 


INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED ORGANIZA- 
TION FOR LEAD, CopprerR, Zinc, TIN, AND 
TuneGsTEN.—The Tenth Inter-American 
Conference recommended to the Council of 
the Organization of American States, in 
Resolution Lxxiv, that it study “the desir- 
ability and possibility of creating an Inter- 
American Specialized Organization for lead, 
copper, zinc, tin, and tungsten.” To this 
end, the Council of the Organization of 
American States sought the technical opinion 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, which entrusted to its secretariat 
the preparation of a study that would serve 
as the basis for its decision thereon. 





INSTALLATION OF THE PERMANENT EXECU- 
TIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
TRAVEL CoONGRESSES.—The Organization 
Plan of the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses, prepared by the Fifth Inter-Ameri- 
can Travel Congress and approved on De- 
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cember 15, 1954, by the Council of the 
Organization, provides for a Permanent 
Executive Committee, attached to the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council and 
charged with seeing that the measures taken 
by those Congresses are carried out. Pursu- 
ant to Resolution 6/55 of March 30, 1955, 
the Council held a special formal meeting on 
June 20 to install the Permanent Executive 
Committee. The members of the Committee 
were Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, 
and the United States. 

The Executive Committee met at the Pan 
American Union June 20-24, 1955. In its 
work it covered the eight topics on the 
approved agenda, which included a study of 
technical-assistance programs in the field of 
travel and the cooperation of private entities 
in the development of the travel industry. 


TutrD INTER-AMERICAN STATISTICAL Con- 
FERENCE.—Pursuant to Article 94 of the 
Charter of the Organization, and at the 
request of the Council of the Organization of 
American States, the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council prepared the 
Regulations and the Agenda for the Third 
Inter-American Statistical Conference. The 
latter Council approved the definitive ver- 
sions of both documents and transmitted 
them to the Council of the Organization and 
to the General Secretariat of the Conference, 
which was held in Petrépolis, Brazil, from 
June 9 to 23, 1955. 


ACTIVITIES IN THE SoctaAL FIELD 


ErFFrect oF ExistiInG LABoR CONDITIONS 
ON THE ECONOMIES OF THE LATIN AMERICAN 
Countries.—This important topic had its 
origin in Resolution 40/51, approved at the 
Second Extraordinary Meeting and in 
Resolution 11/53, approved at the Third 
Extraordinary Meeting. In order to solve the 
question of the method to be used in attain- 
ing the ends sought in these resolutions, the 
Council approved a new modus operandi on 
November 4, 1954. According to the new 
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procedure, the government of each country 
will designate certain institutions or persons 
specializing in the subject and representing 
government, management, and labor to pre- 
pare reports based on data previously com- 
piled or resulting from new investigations. 
The reports received will be analyzed and 
evaluated by the Secretariat of the 
Council, which will offer consultative ser- 
vices, including visits of some of its special- 
ists, if these are requested, to the institutions 
or persons designated by the governments. 
The first topic chosen for study by this 
method was “Accident Prevention and 
Industrial Safety”, with the understanding 
that this study will be the first of a series. 
Finally, the Secretariat, with additional data 
compiled by its staff and by other interna- 
tional organizations such as Ino and Ecta, 
will prepare and publish a report analyzing 
and evaluating the available data and giving 
special emphasis to the economic effects of 
legal provisions and the manner in which 
these are enforced. 


PUBLICATION OF THE REPORT OF THE AD 
Hoc ComMITTEE oN Low-Cost Hovusine.— 
The ad hoc Committee for the Study of the 
Problem of Low-Cost Housing, convoked by 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, met: at the Pan American Union 
from September 14 to 23, 1953, and pre- 
pared a document entitled Problems of Hous- 
ing of Social Interest. This document was 
later studied by the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference, which, in Resolution xxxtv, 
welcomed it “‘in general’? and recommended 
its publication and dissemination ‘as a 
genuinely important technical document”, 
with certain additions and changes that it 
considered pertinent. 

After the Conference, the Committee on 
Social Cooperation studied Resolution xxxiv 
and presented a report with specific recom- 
mendations for the publication of the docu- 
ment, which were approved by the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council in 


Resolution 14/54, of July 15, 1954. Pursuant 
to these recommendations, the Division of 
Housing and Planning of the Secretariat 
published and distributed the document, to 
which it added the following appendices: 
(1) statements of delegates to Subcommittee 
3 (Housing) and to Committee mz (Social 
Affairs) of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference; (2) resolutions of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference relating to Housing 
(Resolutions xxxIV, XXXv, and XXXVI). 


MEETINGS OF HovusING AND PLANNING 
Exprerts.—The Committee on Social Co- 
operation has been studying several matters 
bearing on inter-American cooperation in the 
field of housing and planning, among them 
how to carry out the third paragraph of 
Resolution xxxv of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, which called upon the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil to convoke, at intervals of not more than 
two years, meetings of housing-and-planning 
experts. The committee has considered the 
scope and purpose of these meetings of ex- 
perts, the need of preparing an agenda, and 
the advisability of counting upon the per- 
sonal participation of the heads and directors 
of official housing institutions. The com- 
mittee hopes to present to the Council 
shortly a recommendation on the nature and 
date of the first of such meetings. 


PuBLicaTIoNs.—The Committee on Social 
Cooperation made a careful study of the 
periodical publications and technical reports 
prepared by its secretariat, and also of the 
obstacles that have prevented the timely 
appearance of some of these documents. 


ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION 


ProGRAM OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
FoR 1955.—In Resolution 9/55, dated April 
28, 1955, the Council approved the Program 
of Technical Cooperation of the Organization 
of American States for the Calendar Year 
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1955, prepared by the Committee on Tech- 
nical Cooperation. The Program, with a total 
budget of $1,710,412, includes the following 
projects: 

Project No. 10, “Inter-American Training Cen- 
ter for Economic and Financial Statistics’’ 

Project No. 22, “Inter-American Housing Cen- 
ter” 

Project No. 26, ‘‘Inter-American Rural Normal 
School’’ 

Project No. 29, ‘‘Pan American Training Center 
for the Evaluation of Natural Resources”’ 

Project No. 32, ‘‘Workshops on the Administra- 
tion of Children’s Services”’ 

Project No. 39, ‘“‘Technical Education for the 
Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life”’ 

Project No. 77, ‘‘Pan American Aftosa Center’’ 


In addition to the above projects, the 
Program for 1955 includes two additional 
projects that have not been started because 
of lack of funds. They are: 

Project No. 23, ‘‘Inter-American Centers of 
Advanced Training for Urban and Regional Plan- 
ning”’ 

Project No. 81, ‘‘Pan American Zoonosis Cen- 
ter” 


In Chapter x of this report there is a de- 
tailed account of all these projects and the 
activities carried out in the field of technical 
cooperation. 


FuTuRE STATUS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
Housing CENTER.—Resolution xxxv of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference provides 
that in the future “the Inter-American Hous- 
ing Center shall be called the Inter-American 
Housing and Planning Center; it shall be of 
a permanent nature, its activities should be 
strengthened, and it is suggested that it 
would be desirable to establish, when circum- 
stances so justify, similar agencies in other 
places of the Continent.” This resolution is 
being studied by the Council of the Organiza- 
tion and by the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, where a work group is 
drafting an opinion to be transmitted to the 
Committee on Inter-American Organizations 
of the Council of the Organization. 
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Stupy OF THE NEED OF TECHNICAL SER- 
VICES IN THE FIELD OF PuBLIC ADMINISTRA- 
TION.—During the past year, the Public 
Administration Clearing House concluded its 
study on the need for technical services in 
the field of public administration, a project 
that was carried out on the invitation of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil. During the fiscal year a mission visited 
each of the 20 Latin American countries and 
interviewed more than 500 persons in this 
field, who represented governments, educa- 
tional institutions, and private enterprise. 
The report on the study made, with the 
recommendations of the Public Administra- 
tion Clearing House, has been issued in 
English, and a copy transmitted to the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council. 


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 


NaTuRAL Resources: THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF AND MARINE Waters.—Resolution 
LxxxIv of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference provides that the Council of the 
Organization of American States should con- 
voke a Specialized Conference “for the pur- 
pose of studying as a whole the different 
aspects of the juridical and economic system 
governing the submarine shelf, oceanic 
waters, and their natural resources in the 
light of present-day scientific knowledge.” 
According to the same resolution, the Council 
of the Organization of American States 
should also proceed to a study “of the pos- 
sibility of establishing in the Galdpagos 
Islands, in agreement with the Government 
of Ecuador, an Inter-American Oceano- 
graphic Institute’. 

At its meeting of December 15, 1954, the 
Council of the Organization approved a 
resolution requesting suggestions for the 
agenda of this conference from the member 
states, the Economic and Social Council, the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee, and 
the Pan American Institute of Geography 
and History. The Inter-American Economic 
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and Social Council approved a list of sug- 
gestions on February 24, 1955, and sub- 
mitted it to the Council of the Organization, 
which is preparing the definitive agenda. 

In compliance with that part of the same 
resolution which refers to the establishment 
of an Inter-American Oceanographic Insti- 
tute in the Galapagos Islands, the Council of 
the Organization consulted the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council on the 
possibility and advisability of creating such 
an institution. The latter Council decided to 
request the technical opinion of the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and His- 
tory before issuing its opinion on the matter. 
As a result of the request, an ad hoc com- 
mittee of the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History met in Washington 
during March 1955. Its report was studied 
by the Committee on Economic Cooperation, 
which decided that the creation of the 
Oceanographic Institute was possible, for 
which purpose it set up a work group to pre- 
pare a study on the technical aspects of the 
organization, duties, and financing of the 
Institute. 


ProrocotaRy MEETING IN HONOR OF THE 
MINIsTER OF Economy AND FINANCE OF 
Costa Rica.—The Inter-American LEco- 
nomic and Social Council held a protocolary 
meeting in honor of His Excellency Jorge 
Rossi, Minister of Economy and Finance of 
Costa Rica, on the occasion of his visit to 
the Council on June 2, 1955. 


REPRESENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
Economic AND SocrAL CounciL aT INTER- 
NATIONAL MeeEtTINGS.—During the fiscal 
year 1954-55, the Inter-American Economic 


and Social Council accepted invitations to 
send representatives to the following inter- 
national gatherings: Special Meeting of the 
Committee on Economic Cooperation of the 
Central American Isthmus (San Salvador, 
May 4 to 9, 1955); Fourth Meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America (Santiago, 
Chile, May 9 and 10, 1955); and Twenty- 
ninth Session of the International Statistical 
Institute (Petrépolis, Brazil, June 24 to 
July 2, 1955). 

The general subject of the participation 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council at international meetings was stud- 
ied during the period by the Liaison and 
Information Committee. While the study 
was being made, the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States approved on June 
22, 1955, a resolution in which it stated that 
as a general policy it would not send repre- 
sentatives to international meetings or con- 
ferences, and recommended that its technical 
organs follow the same policy. At the close of 
the fiscal year, the Economic and Social 
Council was considering ways and means of 
complying with this recommendation. 


InFoRMATION.—The Liaison and Informa- 
tion Committee submitted reports on the 
Council’s activities during the first and 
second quarter of 1955. These reports were 
approved and transmitted to the Council of 
the Organization. 

The committee also collaborated in the 
planning of several radio programs on 
agricultural topics, which were broadcast to 
Latin America by stations of the Inter- 
American Network. 


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS 


In accordance with the provisions of the 
Charter of the Organization, the purpose of 
the Inter-American Council of Jurists is to 
serve as an advisory body on juridical mat- 


ters; to promote the development and codi- 
fication of public and private international 
law; and to study the possibility of attain- 
ing uniformity in the legislation of the var- 
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ious American countries, insofar as it may 
appear desirable. 

Although the Council of Jurists meets only 
when convoked by the Council of the Organ- 
ization, the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee, which, according to the Charter, is its 
permanent committee, holds regular meet- 
ings. At such meetings it not only undertakes 
such studies and preparatory work as are 
assigned to it by the Council of Jurists but 
also all work assigned to it by the Inter- 
American Conference, the Meeting of Con- 
sultation, or the Council of the Organization. 

The Inter-American Council of Jurists did 
not meet during the fiscal year 1954-55. Its 
Third Meeting will be held in Mexico and is 
to begin on January 17, 1956. On January 5, 
1955, the Council of the Organization of 
American States approved a draft agenda 
for this Meeting and, after having consulted 
the governments and received observations 
from several, it approved the final Agenda 
on June 22, 1955. 

The Committee on Organs of the Council 
of the Organization of American States com- 
pleted the work entrusted to it by Resolu- 
tion LI of the Tenth Inter-American Confer- 
ence—namely, a study of the Statutes of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists with a 
view to the incorporation therein of the rules 
adopted by the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference with respect to the functioning of the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee. The 
Council of the Organization of American 
States decided, at its meeting of January 5, 
1955, to submit these amendments to the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists and its 
permanent committee so that they might 
have an opportunity to make such comments 
thereon as they deemed advisable, in accord- 
ance with the procedure established by 
Article 62 of the Charter of the Organization 
of American States. After receiving the com- 
ments of the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists and its permanent committee with 
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respect to these amendments, the Committee 
on Organs of the Council is to prepare a new 
text of the Statutes and submit it to the 
Council of the Organization for approval. 

The Inter-American Juridical Committee 
worked on the numerous studies it has been 
asked to prepare, particularly those that are 
to be presented to the Inter-American Coun- 
cil of Jurists at its forthcoming Meeting in 
Mexico. During the first half of the fiscal 
year 1954-55, that is, from July to Decem- 
ber 1954, the Juridical Committee held 22 
meetings, and during the second half, or 
from January to June 1955, it held eight 
meetings. 

Resolution u1 of the Caracas Conference 
requested the Juridical Committee to amend 
its Regulations in accordance with the stand- 
ards set forth in that resolution and to 
submit the revised provisions to the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists. The Committee 
carried out this task at its meeting of June 
11, 1954. Its draft of the amendments will 
be submitted to the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists for consideration at the Council’s 
Third Meeting. 

The Department of International Law, 
which is the Secretariat of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Council of Jurists, began to make prep- 
arations for the Third Meeting of the 
Council by publishing, in the various. official 
languages, the drafts prepared by the Jurid- 
ical Committee and commencing the prep- 
aration of the handbook to be used by the 
delegates at the aforesaid Meeting. 

At the Third Meeting, the new members 
of the Juridical Committee will be selected 
from the respective panels of three jurists 
that are to be presented by the nine countries 
selected at the Caracas Conference. These 
countries are: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
Peru, the United States, and Venezuela. 

Additional information on .the activities 
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of the Inter-American Council of Jurists and 


its permanent committee, the Inter-Ameri- 
can Juridical Committee, is given in the 


chapter of this report that deals with the 
work of the Pan American Union (Depart- 
ment of International Law). 


VI 
THE INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL 


As set forth in the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, the purpose of the 
Inter-American Cultural Council is ‘to pro- 
mote friendly relations and mutual under- 
standing among the American peoples, in 
order to strengthen the peaceful sentiments 
that have characterized the evolution of 
America, through the promotion of educa- 
tional, scientific and cultural exchange.” 

The Inter-American Cultural Council did 
not convene during the fiscal year 1954-55. 
Its Second Meeting, which had been sched- 
uled for October 1954, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
was postponed at the request of the Govern- 
ment of that country. Later, the Brazilian 
Government indicated that it would be un- 
able to provide the necessary facilities for 
the Meeting. Negotiations have been initi- 
ated with the governments of other member 
states with a view to determining a new 
place and date for the meeting. 


Committee for Cultural Action 


The Committee for Cultural Action, with 
headquarters in Mexico City, functions as 
the permanent committee of the Inter- 
American Cultural Council ‘for the purpose 
of preparing any studies that the latter may 
assign to it.”” During 1954-55, the Committee 
continued to be composed of representatives 
of the five member states elected by the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference: Brazil, 
Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and the United States. 
The chairmanship remained with the Repre- 
sentative of Brazil. 

The Committee for Cultural Action held 
seven regular meetings between July 1 and 
August 13, 1954, and 44 between December 
9, 1954, and June 28, 1955, at which time the 
Committee declared a recess until after the 


Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Cultural Council. 

During 1954-55, the Committee prepared 
eight additional studies, called for by resolu- 
tions and recommendations approved at the 
First Meeting of the Cultural Council. These 
are: Estudio sobre colonias estudiantiles de 
vacaciones, Estudio sobre concursos intera- 
mericanos de textos de educacién ctvica, 
Estudio sobre comunidades de promocion 
indigena, Carta cultural de América, Estudio 
sobre revalidacién y equivalencia de estudios 4 
titulos, Estudio sobre intercambio de personas, 
Estudio sobre intercambio de publicaciones, 
and Informe sobre la situacién de América 
frente al analfabetismo. These studies, to- 
gether with the eight prepared during the 
previous fiscal year and the Informe general 
del Comité de Accién Cultural sobre organiza- 
cién, funcionamiento, actividades y estudios, 
desde su iniciacion hasta el presente, are to be 
submitted to the Inter-American Cultural 
Council at its Second Meeting. 

The Committee maintained a lively inter- 
est in the preparations for that Meeting, 
urging on several occasions that it be held 
before the end of 1955 in order that its 
studies and activities might be reviewed and 
approved by the Council. 

The Government of Mexico continued to 
provide a number of facilities for the Com- 
mittee: office space and furniture, supplies, 
and messenger service. 


Administrative Secretariat of the Council 


The Administrative Secretariat, which 
functions as a section within the Office of 
the Director of the Department of Cultural 
Affairs, was established at the Pan American 
Union to coordinate activities of that De- 
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partment and the Committee for Cultural 
Action, and to maintain liaison between the 
two entities and with the Representatives on 
the Cultural Council and the Council of the 
Organization. 

During 1954-55, the Administrative Secre- 
tariat carried out its functions of coordina- 
tion and liaison; published a study of the 
Committee for Cultural Action; distributed 
documents and studies to appropriate offi- 
cials and organizations; and did extensive 
preparatory work for the Second Meeting of 
the Cultural Council. 


Local Secretariat of the Committee for Cul- 
tural Action 


This division of the Department of Cul- 
tural Affairs was established in Mexico City 
to provide immediate secretariat services 
for the representatives on the Committee for 
Cultural Action. 
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In addition to purely secretarial aid, the 
staff has performed the necessary admin- 
istrative functions of a field office, including 
the maintenance of relations with the host 
Government and continuous liaison with 
headquarters. It has collaborated with tech- 
nicians and specialists in the preparation of 
materials needed by the Committee, has done 
research for the Committee’s studies and 
prepared them for publication, and has 
drawn up the minutes of the Committee’s 
meetings. 

As part of the Sixth Mexican Book Fair, 
the Secretariat organized and maintained a 
stand of publications of the Organization of 
American States which attracted much 
interest. It also promoted the celebration of 
Pan American Day in Mexico, making a wide 
distribution of literature among public 
schools and other institutions of learning. 


VII 
THE PAN AMERICAN UNION 


The Pan American Union is the central 
and permanent organ and General Secre- 
tariat of the Organization of American 
States. It performs the duties assigned to it 
in the Charter and such other duties as may 
be assigned to it in other inter-American 
treaties and agreements. 

Since the Pan American Union is the 
General Secretariat of the Organization of 
American States, its activities are closely 
related to those carried out by most of the 
organs of the Organization. The Union serves 
as the Secretariat of the Council of the 
Organization and, through its respective 
departments, as secretariat of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists, and the 
Inter-American Cultural Council. Thus, its 
work during the fiscal year covered by the 
present report will be largely synonymous 
with that of the other organs of the Organiza- 
tion. 


The work performed during the year 1954- 
55 by the technical and administrative de- 
partments of the Pan American Union is 
described below. 


Department of Economic and Social Affairs 


The Department’s activities during the 
fiscal year, in its respective fields of re- 
sponsibility, are described below. 


SECRETARIAT SERVICES TO THE INTER- 
AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COUNCIL AND ITS COMMITTEES 


During the course of the year, the Depart- 
ment assisted the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council in organizing its meetings 
and preparing agendas and minutes and 
carried out other administrative tasks. A 
total of 22 plenary sessions took place; in 
addition the following committees were 
active and met as follows: Executive Com- 


mittee (84 meetings), Committee on Eco- 
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nomic Cooperation (36 meetings), Com- 
mittee on Social Cooperation (19 meetings), 
Committee on Technical Cooperation (28 
meetings), Special Committee on Coffee 
(three meetings), and Liaison and Informa- 
tion Committee (14 meetings). 


DOCUMENTS FOR THE MEETING OF 
MINISTERS OF FINANCE 
or Economy 


During the first half of the fiscal year, the 
work of the Department in the economic 
field largely centered around the preparation 
of documents for the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council, which took 
place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, during 
November and December 1954. The pre- 
liminary agenda for the meeting, which was 
drawn up at Caracas during the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, reflected the concern 
of the American republics with certain 
fundamental economic problems in the field 
of trade and development, and _ several 
closely related economic and financial mat- 
ters. In order to provide background material 
for the deliberations at Rio, the Secretariat 
undertook to write and present—translated 
into three of the official languages of the 
Organization—the following documents: 

The Problem of Instability in Latin Ameri- 
can Primary Commodity Markets contains a 
statistical summary of the unusually high 
degree of short-term fluctuations in Latin 
American primary commodity markets in 
recent decades and a discussion of some of 
the factors contributing to instability in 
prices, sales, and exchange receipts. The 
document includes an analysis of multilateral 
agreements governing trade in_ specific 


commodities; bilateral long-term contracts 
for primary products; short-term credits 
through a stabilization fund, as well as in- 
creased assistance, from the International 
Monetary Fund and the United States 


Export-Import Bank, and, finally, creation 
of an Inter-American Primary Commodities 
Commission to study solutions for inter- 
American commodity problems. 

Terms of Trade of Latin America: Their 
Development and Prospects is devoted to a 
detailed analysis of the terms of trade of 
individual Latin American countries and 
also to the relative movements in the prices 
of major primary commodities exported by 
the area as contrasted with prices of im- 
ports. The study includes sections dealing 
with the future prospects of the terms of 
trade. 

Primary Products Surpluses: Measures for 
Their Disposal contains an analysis of the 
problem of agricultural surpluses as they 
affect the economies of the American repub- 
lics. Commodities of greater importance to 
the Latin American countries are examined 
in considerable detail and the implications 
of the surpluses for the trade and economic 
well-being of the countries is discussed. The 
document treats both the problem of con- 
tinuing production and accumulation of 
commodities and the problem created by 
already existing agricultural surpluses. 

Inter-American Trade: Measures for Its 
Expansion covers the central problems of 
Latin America’s international trade and its 
relation to the growth of the countries’ 
economies. Recent developments in trade, 
its present structure, and possible future 
developments in patterns of trade are ana- 
lyzed at length. Additional topics covered 
include the relation of trade to the problem 
of inflation; trade restrictions in Latin 
America and the United States; the future 
demand for Latin American commodities; 
terms of trade; and the interrelation of trade 
and capital movements. 

Foreign Investments in Latin America: 
Measures for Their Expansion deals with one 
of the main problems of Latin American 
economic development: foreign investment 
and its encouragement. Topics examined 
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include the past and present characteristics 
of foreign investment in Latin America; the 
capital requirements of the countries, and 
the relationship between investment, trade, 
and development; the potential contribution 
to development of both private and public 
foreign investment; the factors controlling 
foreign investment and the measures for 
increasing its flow; the nature and réle of 
lending activities by the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development and the 
Export-Import Bank. 

Inter-American Transportation: Develop- 
ment and Coordination discusses some of the 
maritime and inland-water transportation 
problems confronting the countries of Latin 
America. The discussion and recommenda- 
tions cover (a) expansion and improvement 
of maritime transportation and inland water- 
ways in the Americas; (b) coordination of 
inter-American transportation facilities in 
time of emergency; and (c) study of the sys- 
tem of freight and insurance rates in inter- 
American trade. 

Study of Inter-American Consultation Pro- 
cedures in Economic and Financial Matters 
deals with the proposal to establish a pro- 
cedure for consultation in economic and 
financial matters. The functions of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council and 
the type of inter-American meetings that 
it might promote are examined and com- 
pared with the functions and characteristics 
of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs. Finally, certain compari- 
sons are made between the Meeting of Con- 
sultation and the already-existing inter- 
American consultation procedures in 
economic and financial matters. 

Recopilacién y ordenamiento de tratados, 
convenciones, resoluciones y recomendaciones 
sobre temas econdmicos adoptados por las 
repiblicas americanas desde 1889 was pre- 
pared in fulfillment of Resolution xc of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. It in- 
cludes—classified by subject matter—over 
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400 documents produced by the Inter- 
American Conferences, Meetings of Consul- 
tation, and regular and_ extraordinary 
meetings of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council and of the Inter-American 
Eeonomic and Financial Advisory Com- 
mittee. Documents approved by Specialized 
Conferences are omitted. Apart from 
appropriate subject-matter groupings, the 
compilation includes a complete listing of 
inter-American resolutions which permits 
readily the location of any given document. 
Because of its length and limitations of 
time the compilation was presented only in 
the Spanish language. 


TERMS OF TRADE 


Resolution 37/54 of the Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy requested 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council to consider methods of establishing 
“uniform technical bases” for the computa- 
tion of indexes of the terms of trade of the 
Latin American republics. At the request of 
the Committee on Economic Cooperation, 
the Department prepared a_ preliminary 
technical document that served as a basis for 
a discussion of the question by an ad hoc 
Committee of Experts, appointed by the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, which met in Quitandinha, Brazil, during 
the month of June 1955, concurrently with 
the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference. The Committee of Experts, on which 
five American republics were represented, 
issued a report with a number of recom- 
mendations which the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council subsequently 
approved. The report was ready for trans- 
mittal to the governments at the close of the 
fiscal year. 


Drarr GENERAL Economic AGREEMENT 


Upon considering the compilation of inter- 
American economic resolutions previously 
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Finance or Economy approved Resolution 
39/54 relating to the preparation of a draft 
general economic agreement to be submitted 
“to the Economic Conference of the Organ- 
ization of American States, to be held in the 
city of Buenos Aires pursuant to Resolution 
vu of the Ninth International Conference 
of American States.”” The Department co- 
operated with the Executive Committee of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council in the preparatory work leading to 
this draft agreement. 


CopE oF TECHNICAL STANDARDS 


According to Resolution 55/54 of the 
Meeting of Ministers, the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council is entrusted 
with undertaking studies leading to ‘the 
preparation of a Code of Technical Stand- 
ards, which will be common to all the 
American countries, and might serve as a 
basis for governing the trade in the principal 
raw materials and semimanufactured prod- 
ucts.” At the request of the Committee on 
Economic Cooperation, the Department 
prepared a study dealing with the develop- 
ment of standards, their importance for 
international trade and industrial promotion, 
and the best methods of establishing such 
standards in each country. In addition 
arrangements were made for various experts 
on standards to appear before the Committee 
and present their views on the subject. This 
work progressed satisfactorily, and by the 
end of the fiscal year the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council was ready to 
submit a report to the governments. 


CoMMODITIES 


Work in the field of basic commodities was 
intensified during the year. The Department 
cooperated actively with a subcommittee of 
the Special Committee on Coffee and pre- 
pared several memoranda and a draft study 
on the current situation and future prospects 
of the coffee industry. These studies were 


undertaken in fulfillment of Resolution 
34/54, which requests the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council to make “a 
detailed study of the world coffee situation 
and its prospects for the future.” 

In line with Resolution 33/54 which refers 
to the establishment of a Special Committee 
on Bananas within the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council, the Depart- 
ment gathered a considerable amount of in- 
formation and drafted a report for the use of 
the new committee, scheduled to be estab- 
lished during the month of September 1955. 

Other commodities under study by reason 
of tasks undertaken by the Economic and 
Social Council include cacao and metals such 
as copper, lead, tin, zinc, and tungsten. Also, 
in accordance with Resolution 35/54, the 
Department followed developments in the 
field of agricultural prices and surpluses, 
attended meetings of specialized commissions 
of the United Nations and its Food and Agri- 
culture Organization, and reported periodi- 
cally to the respective committees of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil. 


TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS 


The Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy adopted nine resolutions dealing 
with a wide range of transportation prob- 
lems. The Department has cooperated with 
the Council in the implementation of these 
resolutions by undertaking various studies, 
as described in the following paragraphs. 

In line with Resolution 24/54, which con- 
vokes an Inter-American Port and Harbor 
Conference, the Secretariat prepared a draft 
agenda and explanatory notes plus several 
memoranda discussing the character, time, 
possible place, and documentation required 
for this Conference. At the close of the fiscal 
year these documents were under study by 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council and its committees, 

The important problem of developing 
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adequate maritime statistics, referred to in 
Resolution 30/54, gave rise to a study which 
suggested a procedure for the collection, at a 
national level, of uniform and comparable 
statistics on maritime matters. According to 
a decision of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council the study was forwarded 
to the Inter American Statistical Institute 
for discussion at the Third Inter-American 
Statistical Conference. At the close of the 
fiscal year the Council had not received as 
yet a report on the results of the discussions 
at the Statistical Conference. 

The study on coordination of inter-Amer- 
ican transportation facilities in time of 
emergency referred to in Resolution 29/54 
progressed satisfactorily. The Department 
continued collecting data and other informa- 
tion for the use of an ad hoc committee to 
be convoked by the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council in the near future. 

The system of inter-American maritime 
freight and insurance rates mentioned in 
Resolution 31/54 was under intensive study 
during the course of the year. The Depart- 
ment prepared a request for statistical data 
which was forwarded to the governments 
together with an inventory of the informa- 
tion which had already been collected for the 
ad hoc Committee of Specialists of the 
American Republics for the Study of Freight 
and Insurance Rates. The Committee should 
meet in the near future to complete its study 
on this question, begun in 1952. 

Two other resolutions dealing with the 
general problem of improving maritime and 
inland waterway transportation in the 
Americas (Resolution 26/54) and promoting 
the development of national merchant ma- 
rines (Resolution 28/54) were also under 
study. The Department compiled informa- 
tion and prepared several memoranda for 
the respective committees of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council. 





29 


COOPERATIVES 


The Department’s activities in the field 
of cooperatives during the past year were 
highlighted by two new types of activities 
which brought the Organization closer to the 
member countries and should greatly stimu- 
late national efforts for the promotion of the 
cooperative movement. The first of these was 
the signing of agreements with the National 
Bank of Costa Rica and the Department of 
Cundinamarca, Colombia, for the carrying 
out of pilot projects on rural cooperatives. 
These national efforts will receive the benefit 
of technical materials, expert advice, and 
evaluation from the Department. 

The other significant development con- 
cerned the impetus given by the Department 
to national courses on cooperatives through 
courses for rural school teachers in Chile and 
for rural leaders in Bolivia. In addition for- 
mal requests were received for technicians 
from the Department to participate in short 
courses to be given during the coming year 
in the National Universities of Panama and 
Costa Rica. 

A specialist from the Department visited 
Costa Rica to assist in the reorganization of 
the Department of Cooperatives in the 
National Bank as well as to give a series of 
lectures on various aspects of the cooperative 
movement to different groups, under the 
sponsorship of the same institution. 

Four numbers of the bulletin Cooperativas 
were published and considerable progress 
was made on several other publications in 
the field of cooperatives, including two 
manuals, one on the administration and 
organization of cooperatives and the other 
on agricultural cooperatives. A comparative 
study of cooperative legislation in the 
Americas was prepared in cooperation with 
the Ino. A special bulletin on the activities of 
the former trainees of the three centers for 
leaders of the cooperative movement (Proj- 
ect 16 of the Program of Technical Coopera- 


tion) was published in order to show the 
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significant contribution of this project to 
the cooperative movement in the various 
member countries. The end of the year found 
the study on the agricultural cooperative 
movement in Argentina about ready for 
publication and distribution. 

The Department gave assistance to the 
Danish Training Course on Cooperatives, 
held under the auspices of the UN, Ito, and 
Fao, by providing a lecturer on cooperatives, 
who also assisted in the liaison work with the 
participants from Latin America. 

A working paper on statistical aspects of 
the cooperative movement was prepared for 
the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference, and the Department was repre- 
sented at the Third International Catholic 
Congress on Rural Life as well as the related 
Workshop on Cooperatives, both held in 
Panama. Cooperation was given to the Tenth 
Assembly of the Inter-American Commission 
of Women through the preparation of a spe- 
cial document on the réle of women in the 
cooperative movement. The Department was 
represented at the Nineteenth Biennial 
Congress of the Cooperative League of the 
United States. 

This past year, as in other years, a sig- 
nificant amount of technical advice and in- 
formation was given to member countries in 
the field of cooperatives, both through the 
visits of technicians from the countries to 
the Department and through the answering 
of written requests. 


SoctaL WorkK 


The outstanding accomplishment of the 
Department during the past year in the field 
of social work was the organization, printing, 
and distribution of a kit on community 
organization and development, in Spanish 
and Portuguese, an activity shared with the 
UN and Unssco. Using as its core a publica- 
tion of the Department on community 
organization for social welfare, also issued 
during this last year, to which the 25 separate 


items in the kit were carefully related, this 
project is making a significant contribution 
towards the solution of one of the outstand- 
ing problems in the field of welfare brought 
to the attention of the Secretariat, namely, 
the lack of technical material in the lan- 
guages of the member countries. 

Progress on other publications to meet 
the need for materials, such as the course on 
group work, was necessarily hampered in 
order to complete the work connected with 
the kit on community organization and de- 
velopment. Despite this, an excellent study 
on trends in social work training in Latin 
America was prepared, which also constitutes 
the chapter on Latin America in a world-wide 
study of the UN. One of the numbers in the 
series on community organization, The 
Community Center in Rural Life, was pub- 
lished, and its preparation in French is 
almost complete. 

Work on two issues of the new periodical 
Servicio Social Interamericano was under- 
taken during the year, and the first number 
recently reached the stage of publication. 

Another approach to the problem of lack 
of technical materials was the preparation of 
a glossary of the 50 most-used terms in social 
work. This was prepared and circulated to 
the member countries for their comments 
and suggestions. Material was collected for 
the sixth edition of the social-service direc- 
tory covering the schools of social work, 
professional associations and periodicals in 
Latin America. A survey of the training re- 
sources in United States and Canadian 
schoolsof social work, which might be used by 
students in the member countries, was 
undertaken. 

Direct assistance to member countries is 
reflected in the help given during the past 
year to Brazil in the reorganization of the 
social-work section of Srst (Social Service in 
Industry), an entity sponsored and financed 
by employers. The schools of social work in 
Guatemala and El Salvador requested and 
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received help on their community-organiza- 
tion programs by means of consultation in 
the first case, and short courses in the other 
instance. 

A great deal of informal and valuable 
assistance to the social-welfare services of 
member countries was given through visits to 
the Department of technicians who had 
come to the United States for additional 
technical training. 

The Department attended three import- 
ant meetings in the United States dealing 
with welfare problems, the most important 
of these being the Eighty-second National 
Conference of Social Work, held in San 
Francisco, at which the Department made a 
substantial contribution by participating in 
a panel discussion and preparing a special 
paper on “The Place of Social Work in 
Industry”. The Tenth Pan American Child 
Congress, held in Panama, received the full 
cooperation of the Department, through the 
preparation of a document on “Social Work 
and the Family” as well as in the administra- 
tive organization of the meeting. In addition, 
the Secretary General sent his personal 
representative and a technician from the 
Department to head one of the discussion 


groups. 
WorkKErs’ EDUCATION 


The Department’s efforts to promote edu- 
cational programs for workers in the member 
countries were assisted greatly by a visit 
received from over 200 labor leaders and 
labor officials from 16 member countries 
during the course of their stay in the United 
States under the auspices of that country’s 
technical-assistance program. 

The visits of these leaders and officials 
gave the Department an opportunity not 
only to explain the techniques used to pro- 
mote the objectives of the Charter for the 
benefit of the workers, but also to dissem- 
inate information about the entire Organiza- 
tion and its work. 
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The past year saw a continuation of the 
bulletin Educacién Social del Trabajador with 
the preparation and publication of four 
additional numbers. Technical assistance in 
the organization of labor institutes given in 
the previous year (short courses for workers 
given with the help of technicians on such 
matters as productivity, housing, educational 
techniques, etc., chosen preferably in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the workers them- 
selves) provided the basis for the preparation 
of two new publications covering experiences 
in Brazil and El Salvador. The one dealing 
with El Salvador was published, and a 
translation was made. The other one, con- 
cerning Brazil, should be published in the 
near future, as should another on education 
in worker-employer relations, covering a 
program in Puerto Rico. 

A document on workers’ education was 
prepared for the Tenth Assembly of the 
Inter-American Commission of Women, and 
the Department was represented, as in past 
years, at the National Conference of Workers’ 
Education, held in New York. 


MIGRATION 


The emphasis of the Department’s ac- 
tivities in the field of migration during the 
past year was on the preparation of a series 
of studies, for which the field work and other 
preliminary steps had been completed dur- 
ing the previous year. The study on the 
rural exodus in Venezuela was finished, and 
its publication was almost completed by 
the end of the year. The data obtained in 
Venezuela on the social and economic effects 
of foreign immigration into that country 
was analyzed, the necessary charts were 
prepared, and the text completed. 

Another study on internal migration 
movements in Costa Rica was ready for 
publication, and the member countries were 
consulted on their interest in providing 
facilities for the second field study on the 
causes and effects of the rural exodus. 
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Work was begun on two directories in the 
field of migration: one showing the organ- 
ization and functions of migration and 
colonization offices in Latin America, and 
the other a listing of specialists. Question- 
naires to obtain the necessary information 
were sent to a large number of offices and 
specialists in the member countries. 

The Department was represented, during 
the past year, at two meetings in the field of 
migration, both held in New York, namely, 
the meeting of the Working Group of the 
International Conference of Non-Govern- 
mental Organizations Interested in Migra- 
tion and the Fifth International Conference 
on Migration. The Department’s representa- 
tive discussed the activities of the Oas, 
especially those dealing with migration, at 
these meetings. A document on the cultural 
integration of immigrants in Venezuela was 
prepared for the use of the Seventh Session 
of the Technical Working Group on Migra- 
tion, of the ILo. 


LABOR 


During the past year the Department 
assisted the Committee on Social Coopera- 
tion of I-A Ecosoc in its reconsideration of 
various resolutions calling upon the Depart- 
ment to study the economic effects of certain 
labor legislation. It was finally decided that 
the most appropriate field in which to begin 
this class of studies was that of industrial 
safety and accident prevention. In accord- 
ance with this decision, the member countries 
were consulted on their interest in doing a 
study of the economic effect of programs of 
industrial safety and accident prevention, 
either with their own technicians or with 
help from the Department. On the basis of 
replies received, it was decided to send a 
technician to Guatemala to assist that coun- 
try in the preparation of the study, and for 
the same technician to consult with officials 
in Costa Rica who are planning a similar 
undertaking using their own technicians. 


The Department began work on a study of 
the Constitutions of the member states in 
order to prepare a comparative analysis of 
their contents dealing with labor. The De- 
partment also saw the need for a compre- 
hensive vocabulary of labor terminology in 
Spanish, with English equivalents, and work 
was begun on this project. 

A technician of the Department attended 
the Latin American Seminar on the Utiliza- 
tion of Women’s Work, convoked by the 
ILo in Lima, Peru, and two documents were 
prepared for use at this meeting, one on the 
constitutional norms, rights, guarantees and 
social protection relating to women’s work in 
Latin America and the other on the eco- 
nomic, social, and cultural status of women 
in the Andean countries. 


SoctaL SEcuRITY 

The Department maintained its interest in 
this important field, and was represented at 
the Fifth Session of the Inter-American Con- 
ference on Social Security, which took place 
in Caracas in March 1955. At this meeting, 
the Department stressed the need for closer 
cooperation between the General Secretariat 
of the Permanent Inter-American Committee 
on Social Security—the executive body of the 
Conference—and the various technical divi- 
sions of this Department as well as with 
Specialized Inter-American Organizations 
such as the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. 
The Department offered its help in the carry- 
ing out of various technical programs in the 
field of social security so that its efforts might 
complement those of the Committee’s Secre- 
tariat rather than compete with or duplicate 
them. 


TENTH SESSION OF THE SOCIAL COMMISSION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
The Department was represented for the 
first time at the Tenth Session of the Social 
Commission of the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations, from May 2 
to 20, 1955. 
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InTER-AMERICAN HovusiInc CENTER 


The Pan American Union is responsible 
for the direction and execution of the Inter- 
American Housing Center, and the Inter- 
American Centers for Advanced Training for 
Urban and Regional Planning, under Proj- 
ects 22 and 23 of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Organization of American 
States. 

The Inter-American Housing Center began 
its fourth regular training course on March 7, 
1955, with the participation of 27 trainees. 
Twenty-five of these, from American coun- 
tries, received scholarships from the Organ- 
ization of American States; one, from the 
Gold Coast, was sponsored by the United 
Nations, and one was sent by the Govern- 
ment of Nigeria. 

The training course began, as in previous 
years, with an initial general orientation 
period. This is followed by basic housing 
courses and seminars; an integrated study of 
a community; and in the last period of the 
school year, individual research on work 
especially prepared by the students on vari- 
ous aspects of the housing problem. 

Invited by the Center, a certain number of 
technicians and experts connected with 
housing agencies of various countries assisted 
in carrying out the training courses by giving 
lectures and classes on subjects related to 
housing. 

The Center continued its publication pro- 
gram with the translation of technical docu- 
ments and the publication and distribution of 
new work. Its Scientific Communications 
Service fulfills its purpose of providing 
technical material in Spanish to housing 
agencies, schools, and professionals interested 
in this type of technical studies. This service, 
as well as the consultative work, constantly 
extends the Center’s radius of action. 

In cooperation with official agencies of the 
Government of Colombia, the Center con- 
ducted seminars and studies on community 


bulletin Vivienda y Planeamiento continues 
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development; housing rehabilitation; re- 
habilitation of rural towns and courses on 
construction of simple rural houses; planning 
and programming of new neighborhood units 
in areas affected by industrialization; experi- 
mental work on new construction methods; 
and research in local materials such as bam- 
boo and asphalt and the application of 
stabilized earth. Research and experimental 
work on new methods and materials was 
carried on in collaboration with two experts 
sent by the United Nations. The laboratory 
equipment was substantially increased 
through the shipment of supplies made by 
the United Nations. 

As part of its regional activities the 
Center gave consulting services to the Inter- 
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, 
in Turrialba, Costa Rica, in connection with 
its project for the construction of a main 
building as well as rural houses. Furthermore, 
in collaboration with the United Nations, 
consulting services were rendered to the 
Universidad Central of Quito, Ecuador, on 
the installation of a testing laboratory. 

The Center participated directly in the 
preparation and direction of the seminar on 
housing through non-profit organizations, 
which took place in Copenhagen. The Inter- 
American Housing Center also participated 
in the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference and the session of the Inter-American 
Conference on Social Security. 

One of the specialists of the Center, at the 
request of the United Nations, participated 
in research work carried on by a group of 
experts in Copenhagen. 

During the year, research grants which had 
been given to Panama and Peru were com- 
pleted; work on the grant given to Mexico 
was continued, and a new one initiated in 


Chile. 


HovusInG AND PLANNING BULLETIN 


Publication of the 12-page information 
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on a bimonthly basis. Four numbers of the 
bulletin were published—two of them double 
issues—and were distributed to housing and 
planning institutions, to educational and re- 
search agencies, to professional associations 
in Latin America and the United States, and 
to professionals and persons who requested 
it. The various numbers of the bulletin in- 
cluded technical articles, news related to 
the development of housing and planning 
programs in various countries, book reviews, 
and news of inter-American events in the 
field of community development. The bulle- 
tin was received very favorably. Many articles 
of general interest were reproduced in na- 
tional technical magazines. 


ReEvisED Epition or “Low-Cost Hovsine 
IN Latin AMERICA” 


The first report with this title was pub- 
lished in 1943. The interest aroused by this 
study made necessary the search for a for- 
mula to give a more permanent character to 
the publication of material therein contained. 
As a consequence a new draft was prepared 
in 1947 and published in 1949. The present 
revision was first included in the 1952-53 
work program and was started in the fiscal 
year 1953-54. Its purpose is to make avail- 
able to the governments and to Latin Ameri- 
can agencies an up-to-date report on the 
problems of housing of social interest in Latin 
America, together with solutions offered by 
each country. During the interval of several 
years between the 1949 edition and the 
present revision, the picture of housing in the 
Continent has changed substantially and 
many new activities in this field have been 
developed by existing and new agencies of 
the member governments. Consequently, 
the assembly and classification of this new 
material represents a major research under- 
taking. During the past year a great deal of 
statistical and factual information has 


served to prepare the drafts which refer to 
housing programs of nine countries, estab- 


lishing thereby the basis for the preparation 
of a more complete manuscript. 


Fina Epition or ‘PROBLEMS OF Housing 
OF SociaL INTEREST” 


In compliance with Resolution xxxrv of 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference, which 
recommends the publication and distribution 
of the report of the ad hoc Committee for the 
Study of Low-Cost Housing this report was 
edited in English and Spanish with modifica- 
tions suggested by the same resolution. The 
study gives emphasis to the most important 
characteristics of the housing deficit of Latin 
America and presents various approaches to 
solutions. It analyzes, at the same time, the 
building process, systems of financing, and the 
steps which have been taken for the coopera- 
tive use of available inter-American technical 
and financial resources. It formulates, fur- 
ther, a series of specific recommendations 
suggesting effective action for the better- 
ment of housing conditions of the peoples of 
Latin America, at a national as well as an 
international level. The publication was 
widely distributed in all member countries 
of the Organization of American States. The 
Division of Housing and Planning has re- 
ceived many commendatory letters on this 
report. 


TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICES 


One of the objectives of the Division of 
Housing and Planning is to serve as a center 
of technical assistance, information, and 
liaison to public or private agencies and 
institutions of the member states of the 
Organization of American States, either by 
replying to requests for information or by 
actual field work. 

During the fiscal year 1954-55 the princi- 
pal services and technical advice included 
advisory missions to Panama, Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, and Colombia. 

On June 21, 1954, the Ambassador of 
Panama submitted a request of his Govern- 
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ment to obtain the services of a technical 
mission of the Pan American Union for his 
country, in order to formulate national pro- 
grams of urban and regional planning. The 
technical mission of the Division carried out 
its work in Panama over a period of six 
weeks. Subsequently it prepared an ample 
report titled Planificacién urbana y regional 
en Panamd, which was officially submitted 
to the Panamanian Government in May of 
1955. 

The Chief of the Housing and Town and 
Country Planning Section of the United 
Nations requested the services of a technician 
of the Division to advise the Government of 
Haiti on the reconstruction of the areas 
devastated by the hurricane of 1954, giving 
emphasis to the application of aided self- 
help and mutual help methods. The tech- 
nician from the Division stayed six weeks 
in Haiti. 

On January 6, 1955, the Secretary General 
approved a request made by the Delegation 
of the Dominican Republic to send an ad- 
visory mission on city planning to that 
country. On February 16, the Chief of the 
Division departed for Ciudad Trujillo, where 
he stayed until the latter part of March, 
advising the Administrative Council of the 
District of Santo Domingo. Statistical data 
and pertinent documents were studied, and 
interviews were held with Government and 
District officials and with various profession- 
als. Following an analysis of the background, 
a report was written including recommenda- 
tions for the future growth of the capital city 
and measures for the preparation of a master 
plan as well as administrative and legal de- 
vices to carry it out. 

In reply to a request made by the Ambas- 
sador of Colombia to the Organization of 
American States, an advisory mission on 
housing and urban planning was sent to the 
School of Architecture of the Universidad del 
Valle. This mission was carried out by one of 
the technicians of the Division during the 
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months of May and June of 1955. The first 
aspect to be considered in the request re- 
ferred to the guiding of a study on the pilot 
plan for Palmira, which was given in a con- 
tract to the Universidad del Valle by the 
Municipality of that city. With the collab- 
oration of the authorities and of the students 
a sample survey was organized in order to 
establish the sanitary and social conditions 
of the inhabitants and housing of Palmira. 
The advice of the Division was extended also 
to the preparation of a study program com- 
prising an intensive course on housing and 
another on theoretical and practical city 
planning. In addition, a series of lectures was 
given on various aspects of the physical 
planning process, such as urban analysis, 
master plans, and tools of effectuation. 

At the same time the mission extended its 
advisory services to the Oficina del Plan 
Regulador in Cali. In a report handed to the 
Mayor of Cali, the Division proposed some 
administrative measures that should be 
adopted immediately in order to expedite 
the work of the Oficina del Plan Regulador, 
and also pointed out the administrative re- 
quirements of a legal and technical nature 
needed to complete the studies of the 
physical growth of the city and its metro- 
politan area. 

In addition the technical mission collabo- 
rated with the Oficina del Plan Regulador of 
Barranquilla submitting a report with recom- 
mendations on the hiring of consultants for 
the continuation of studies already under- 
taken by the Oficina, and on the need to 
establish a Planning Commission in charge 
of final decisions in matters pertaining to city 
planning. 

Furthermore, the Division carried out 
various studies as the result of technical re- 
search or working documents for various 
specialized congresses and meetings. Among 
these documents mention may be made of a 
study on the Renewal of Urban Communities, 


which served as a working document at the 
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Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American Con- 
gress of Municipalities; another study titled 
Background of Proposals for Inter-American 
Cooperation in the Financing of Housing, 
which was prepared for the Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy as the 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council; 
and a paper on the Statistical Needs of Hous- 
ing Programs of Social Interest, which served 
as a reference document in the Third Inter- 
American Statistical Conference. Among the 
technical studies carried out as a result of 
specific missions to member countries the 
following may be mentioned: Planificacién 
urbana y regional en Panamd, Informe sobre 
el desarrollo urbano de Ciudad Trujillo, 
Asesoria de la Organizacién de los Estados 
Americanos a la Oficina del Plan Regulador 
de Cali, Programa de estudios de vivienda y 
urbanismo para la Universidad del Valle, and 
Programa para el Plan Piloto de Palmira. 

Staff members of the Division gave in- 
formative talks on the Organization of 
American States activities in the fields of 
housing and planning to officials of Foreign 
Ministries and to groups of labor leaders of 
various member countries. 


STATISTICS 


This past fiscal year saw a continuation of 
activity in the fields of census and sampling 
techniques, statistical education, statistical 
organization and administration, statistical] 
vocabulary, and agricultural, demographic, 
health, industrial, and international-trade 
statistics. The journal Estadistica was pub- 
lished regularly, and requests for statistical 
data, materials, and methods were filled con- 
tinually. Fundamentally, the past year may 
be characterized as one in which intensive 
labors were directed towards the preparation 
of the inter-American statistical meetings 
which were held in Quitandinha, Petrdpolis, 
Brazil, in June 1955. 

The Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
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ference was the intergovernmental gathering 
of the inter-American statistical meetings, 
Technical documentation for it was extensive 
(about 225 documents) and included not 
only all the technical fields of the current pro- 
gram, but also fields in which the Division js 
not currently working. The First Session of 
the Committee on Statistical Education, the 
Third Session of the Committee on Improve. 
ment of National Statistics, and the Third 
General Assembly of Members of the Inter 
American Statistical Institute were also held 
at that time. 

Progress in the technical work related to 
statistical organization and administration 
was attained. The pamphlet on Honduras, a 
part of the revised series on ‘Statistical 
Activities of the American Nations”, was 
published, and preparation of the texts for 
the remaining countries was notably ad- 
vanced. Technical consultations on _ the 
science of statistical administration were 
supplied to governments. 

The two experimental projects—on vital 
statistics in Venezuela and on hospital statis- 
tics in Guatemala—were continued. Also, 
the Division participated in the Inter-Ameri- 
can Seminar on Civil Registry in Santiago, 
Chile. 

Operations in statistical education were 
very active in the past year. The second 
course of the Inter-American Training 
Center for Economic and Financial Statis- 
tics in Santiago, Chile, closed with 45 gradu- 
ates, and the third course commenced with 
83 students. The Central American Course 
in Statistics, in El Salvador, continued its 
activities, and 22 students finished the first 
course. Thirty new students enrolled for the 
second course. Documents for the First 
Session of the Committee on Statistical 
Education were prepared, and translations 
into Spanish were made of Introduction to 
Mathematical Statistics, by Paul Hoel, and 
Statistics for Sociologists, by Hagood and 
Price, for publication as part of the ‘ Inter- 
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American Textbook Series on Theoretical 
and Applied Statistics’. 

Economic statistics included agricultural 
statistical consultations to governments and 
the publication of Anotaciones sobre el estado 
de las estadisticas agropecuarias en los patses 
americanos. Developmental work in method- 
ology of industrial statistics was advanced in 
the past year. In international trade statis- 
ties, aside from assistance to the Subcom- 
mittee on Central American Commerce on 
international commodity classification and 
technical classification advice to other coun- 
tries, work continued on the study of 
statistical discrepancies in  international- 
trade data. The I-A Ecosoc project on 
foreign trade statistical compilation con- 
tinued with the appearance of the first bulle- 
tin of a series, International Trade of the 
American States, which covered the Haitian 
trade for 1945 through 1950. Additional 
publications for this series are in preparation. 

An ad hoc meeting of census experts was 
held for the purpose of preparing a Pro- 
visional Plan for the Program of the Decen- 
nial Census of America which will be taken 
in 1960. Planning for agricultural, industrial, 
population, and housing censuses on inter- 
nationally comparable bases was advanced. 

Estadtstica, the journal of the Inter 
American Statistical Institute, was published 
each quarter of the year. The issues had vary- 
ing contents of subject matter of technical 
interest to statisticians of the Hemisphere. 
The Progress Report of the Inter American 
Statistical Institute for the Period July 1, 1953 
-June 30, 1954 appeared as a supplement to 
the journal. 

The reference center of the Division for 
statistical materials, data, and methods 
(Focal Point for Statistical Information) 
continued its activities, including accession 
and cataloguing of statistical publications as 
Well as assistance to the library of the Inter- 
American Training Center for Economic and 
Financial Statistics. The fifth edition of the 
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Directory of Statistical Personnel in_ the 
American Nations was published in June 
1955. 

Regular functions, including direct con- 
sultation with national statistical offices, 
statistical aid to other offices in the Pan 
American Union, and training of Latin 
American statisticians in the Division of 
Statistics, were carried on. 

The Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference was the climax of an active year of 
labor. It highlighted the progress which has 
been achieved since 1950 and pointed the 
direction of statistical activities for the 
coming years. 


Tourist-[RAVEL PROMOTION 


In its dual capacity as Permanent Secre- 
tariat of the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses and the Pan American Highway Con- 
gresses, the Travel Division has worked 
actively in the preparation and distribution 
of all documentation pertaining to these 
Specialized Conferences, particularly with a 
view toward the adoption and implementa- 
tion of their recommendations either by the 
governments or by private enterprise, as the 
case may be. 

Once the respective Organization Plans 
were approved by the Council of the Organ- 
ization of American States, arrangements 
were made to install a Permanent Executive 
Committee for each one of these Specialized 
Conferences, and for the organization and 
operation of the Technical Committees pro- 
posed in the above-mentioned basic instru- 
ments. The Secretariat collaborated actively 
in the organization, formal installation, and 
deliberations of the initial meetings of both 
groups, namely, the Permanent Executive 
Committee of the Pan American Highway 
Congresses, in Mexico (February 1955) and 
the Permanent Executive Committee of the 
Inter-American Travel Congresses, in Wash- 
ington (June 1955), and prepared special 
reports and working papers for both these 
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meetings. Subsequently, it published and 
distributed the respective final acts. 

The Travel Division continued its tech- 
nical advisory services and contacts among 
organizations and institutions interested in 
inter-American tourist-travel promotion. It 
also continued providing special assistance 
to travel-promotion agencies and other or- 
ganizations in planning excursions or trips 
to different countries. With regard to its 
liaison activities, the Secretariat attended a 
number of assemblies, the most important 
of which are the following: Sixth Pan Ameri- 
can Highway Congress, Caracas, July 1954; 
Fourteenth Annual Assembly of the Inter- 
American Federation of Automobile Clubs 
and General Assembly of the International 
Automobile Federation, Buenos Aires, Oc- 
tober 1954; National Association of Travel 
Organizations, New York, November 1954; 
World Affairs Council, lecture delivered, 
December 1954; World Touring and Auto- 
mobile Organization, Washington, May 1955; 
Permanent Executive Committee of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses, Mexico, 
February 1955; and Permanent Executive 
Committee of the Inter-American Travel 
Congresses, Washington, June 1955. 

One of the most active services of the 
Division was that of direct information given 
to individuals, requested in person or by cor- 
respondence, a service which increases in di- 
rect ratio to the growth of international tour- 
ist travel between the United States and 
the Latin American republics. 

During the year the Travel Division issued 
The Pan American Highway System, an 
illustrated booklet which has had great 
demand among the many North Americans 
interested in touring the Latin American 
countries in their own automobiles, as well 
as two new travel promotion booklets of 
the “Visit”? Series, Chile and Paraguay; re- 
vised and reissued the exhausted edition of 
Visit Brazil, and completed the texts of 
Visit Peru and Visit Panama, which are now 


ready for the printers. To the directories of 


hotels of Mexico and of Central America, Pan. 


ama, and the West Indies, which were al- 
ready in circulation, two new hotel directories 
of South America were added, one of the west 
coast countries and another of the east coast, 
In addition to the above-mentioned publi- 
cations, the Travel Division, with the collab- 
oration of the Consulates in New York, pub- 
lished a revised edition of the booklet Re. 
quirements for the Entry of United States 
Tourists into the Latin American Republics. 


PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESSES 


The Council of the Organization of 
American States having duly approved the 
Organization Plan of the Inter-American 
Travel Congresses, proposed by the Fifth 
of the series, held in Panama City in June 
of 1954, the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council was entrusted with the task 
of installing the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee, which, in accordance with the re- 
spective Organization Plan, is to function in 
the interval between Congresses. Thus, on 
June 20, 1955, the Permanent Executive 
Committee was officially installed at a special 
plenary session of the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, and immediately 
thereafter the Committee opened its first 
meeting which lasted through June 24. This 
meeting was attended by special representa- 
tives of the five member countries, namely, 
Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, and 
the United States. Mr. Eduardo Dibds, Rep- 
resentative of Peru, was elected Chairman of 
the Committee. 

As a result of its discussions, the Perma- 
nent Executive Committee approved resolu- 
tions and votes related to many subjects, 
outstanding among them the following: 
technical assistance and cooperation; simpli- 
fication of the requirements affecting civil 
aviation in America and simplification of 
requirements for ship passenger manifests; 
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personal travel documents; regional travel 
congresses; membership and quorum of the 
Technical Committees in accordance with 
the Organization Plan, and priorities for 
their work; organization of the Sixth Inter- 
American Travel Congress, and general 
work program of the Permanent Executive 
Committee relative to the promotion or 
implementation of the resolutions of the 
Inter-American Travel Congresses. 


Sixta Pan AMERICAN HiGHway CONGRESS 


With an agenda which included considera- 
tion of fundamental problems in every aspect 
of highway engineering as well as of inter- 
American cooperation in planning and fi- 
nancing the completion of the Pan American 
Highway System, and a set of regulations, 
both documents duly approved by the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, the Sixth Pan American Highway Con- 
gress met in Caracas, Venezuela, from 
July 11 to 23, 1954, with delegations from 
all countries members of the Organization of 
American States, except Costa Rica and 
Guatemala. As of special significance, it may 
be noted that, among those in attendance 
were the Ministers of Public Works or 
Development of Chile, Nicaragua, Panama, 
and Paraguay, several National Highway 
Directors, and numerous technical experts, 
among them representatives of the Inter- 
American Federation of Automobile Clubs, 
the International Road Federation, and the 
American Road Builders’ Association, pri- 
vate organizations which maintain coopera- 
tiverelations with the Organization of Amer- 
ican States. 

The Congress undertook, as its main 
objective, the preparation of an Organization 
Plan which would assure the continuity of 
these Specialized Conferences and provide 
them with machinery that would function 
rapidly and effectively in the interval be- 
tween Congresses. The Organization Plan, 
as proposed, would establish a Permanent 
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Executive Committee, attached to the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council and 
made up, for the initial terms, of representa- 
tives of seven countries, namely Argentina, 
Brazil, Mexico, Peru, and the United States, 
hosts to the first five Congresses; Venezuela, 
seat of the Sixth Congress, and Panama, 
selected as seat for the Seventh Pan Ameri- 
can Highway Congress to be held in 1957. 
It also called for the creation of four Techni- 
cal Committees of Experts to study specific 
problems, as follows: a) Development of 
Government Highway Agencies; b) Planning; 
c) Financing; and d) Terminology. The seats 
of these Technical Committees were assigned 
to Peru, Brazil, Venezuela, and Argentina, 
respectively. In addition to the foregoing, 
a Permanent Secretariat was established at 
the Pan American Union, as central head- 
quarters of the Congresses. 

Furthermore, the Organization Plan, 
which was duly approved by the Council of 
the Organization of American States on 
December 15, 1954, contains provisions 
relative to the organization and operation of 
the Congresses; relations with the Organi- 
zation of American States; cooperation with 
national highway departments, etc.; and 
participation by private enterprise. 

The Travel Division, which had been 
acting as Permanent Secretariat since the 
Special Highway Congress (Mexico, 1952), 
submitted to the Sixth Congress a report 
on the Pan American Highway System, 
including a brief statement on the evolution 
of the project and a compilation of data on 
the current status of the route in the various 
Latin American republics, as well as the 
proceedings and reports of the Technical 
Committee and the Executive Committee 
which had functioned on an interim basis. 

The Congress adopted 55 resolutions in 
all. Outstanding among them because of 
their probable impact on inter-American 
cooperation in the highway field were, in 
addition to the above-mentioned Organiza- 
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tion Plan, a recommendation on the Darien 
region and adjacent territory to the effect 
that an expedition of technical experts, 
authorized and jointly promoted by the 
Republics of Panama and Colombia, be 
organized as soon as possible, with the 
assistance of the other American countries 
that wish to sponsor the undertaking. Sig- 
nificantly, nine delegation chairmen imme- 
diately stated that their respective govern- 
ments would cooperate in carrying out the 
undertaking. Panama and Colombia had 
already reported that their governments 
had authorized the expedition in question 
and would support it as fully as possible. 

Other important resolutions of the Sixth 
Congress are specific recommendations to 
the American governments relative to stand- 
ards for the general route of the Pan Ameri- 
can Highway System; criteria to be used in 
planning national and international highway 
networks; uniform specifications; road signs 
and identification of the Pan American 
Highway; highway traffic regulations and 
enforcement thereof. Equally important, 
insofar as they would contribute to the 
complete integration of the System, are 
resolutions on the Gulf and Caribbean 
tourist circuits and the recommendations 
on highway financing. 


PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
Pan AMERICAN HIGHWAY 
CONGRESSES 


This body held its first meeting from 
February 21 to 28, 1955, in Mexico City, 
with representatives of Argentina, Mexico, 
Panama, Peru, and the United States in 
attendance. The special representative desig- 
nated by Brazil had to cancel his trip at the 
last minute. Others present were observers 
sent by the Colombian Government (matters 
of special interest to it were up for discus- 
sion), the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development, the Inter-American 





ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


Federation of Automobile Clubs, and the 
International Road Federation. The Pan 
American Union’s Travel Division, in its 
capacity as Permanent Secretariat, was 
represented by the Chief and its Highway 
Specialist. 

The meeting was presided over by the 
Representative of Mexico, for this country 
had been awarded the chairmanship by the 
Committee members at the Sixth Pan Amer- 
ican Highway Congress. 

Following a reading of reports on the 
current status of the Pan American Highway 
System, in general, and the unfinished 
sections thereof, in particular, and after a 
careful examination of all manner of data, 
ideas, and opinions submitted by the dele- 
gates, observers, and technicians present, the 
Permanent Executive Committee adopted 
various resolutions, some of particular impor- 
tance, such as the ones on the Gulf and 
Caribbean circuits; the expedition to Darien 
and adjacent zones in Colombia; completion 
of the missing links in the Pan American 
Highway System; program of work of the 
Technical Committees of Experts, etc. Other 
decisions taken were to request the Council 
of the Organization of American States to 
invite the Canadian Government to future 
Pan American Highway Congresses, begin- 


ning with the Seventh; and to hold the next | 


meeting of the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee at the Pan American Union, in 
Washington, during April 1956. 

Notice was taken of the efforts being made 
within the United States Congress to obtain 
an appropriation of 75 million dollars for 
the purpose of completing, within a period 
of three or four years, the section of the 
Pan American Highway from the Mexico- 
Guatemala border to the Panama Canal. 
As to the Darien problem, a Subcommittee 
of three (Panama, Colombia, and the United 
States) was designated to make a preliminary 
study and prepare a report which might 











serve 
intenc 
highw 
Subco 
Augus 
that ¢ 


Depar 


The 
acting 
Treati 
tions— 
ling th 
which 
in the 
Secret: 
States. 
tinuou 
Coune: 
permal 
record 
and | 
instrur 
and ¢ 
Americ 
Secretz 
of Jur 
of the 
offered 
Special 


_can Sp 


the Int 
and ma 
of the 

legal ac 
ties, th 
legal se 
can Uni 
to the 
Details 
separate 


and the 
he Pan 
, in its 
at, Was 
lighway 


by the 
country 
. by the 
a Amer- 


on the 
lighway 
finished 
after a 
of data, 
1e dele- 
ent, the 
idopted 
* impor- 
ulf and 
Darien 
:pletion 
merican 
of the 
. Other 
Council 
ates to 
- future 
begin- 


he next | 


2 Com- 
ion, in 


g made 
obtain 
ars for 
period 
of the 
[exico- 
Canal. 
mittee 
United 
minary 
might 











serve as a basis for the formal expedition 
intended to select a practical route for the 
highway through that region. The Darien 
Subcommittee was to meet in Panama, 
August 25 to 27, 1955, at the invitation of 
that country’s Government. 


Department of International Law 


GENERAL LEGAL SERVICES 


The Department of International Law, 
acting through its two Divisions—Law and 
Treaties, and Conferences and Organiza- 
tions—has the general responsibility of hand- 
ling the wide variety of legal problems with 
which the Pan American Union is presented 
in the performance of its functions as General 
Secretariat of the Organization of American 
States. The Department cooperated con- 
tinuously throughout the year with the 
Council of the Organization and its various 
permanent and special committees; kept a 
record of the ratification of multilateral 
and bilateral treaties and received the 
instruments of ratification of various treaties 
and conventions deposited with the Pan 
American Union; carried out the duties of 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists and cooperated with the work 
of the Inter-American Juridical Committee; 
offered special services to Inter-American 
Specialized Conferences and to Inter-Ameri- 


_ can Specialized Organizations, particularly 


the Inter-American Commission of Women; 
and maintained close contact with the offices 
of the United Nations engaged in parallel 
legal activities. In addition to these activi- 
ties, the Department continued to render 
legal services to the staff of the Pan Ameri- 
can Union and to the members of delegations 
to the Organization of American States. 
Details of these activities follow under 
separate headings. 
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COOPERATION WITH THE COUNCIL 
OF THE OAS 


The Department of International Law 
lent its services to various committees of 
the Council of the Organization of American 
States in legal matters and matters relating 
to conferences or organizations. 

The Division of Law and Treaties collabo- 
rated in particular with the Committee on 
Juridical-Political Matters of the Council 
of the Organization of American States and 
its Subcommittee on Human Rights, the 
Committee on Organs of the Council, and 
the Committee on the Leo S. Rowe Pan 
American Fund. It aided the Committee on 
Juridical-Political Matters in the work of 
revising the Statute of the Inter-American 
Peace Committee and, for the Subcommittee 
on Human Rights, it prepared a compre- 
hensive memorandum providing background 
information for a forthcoming study. With 
respect to the Committee on Organs of the 
Council, the Division provided background 
information and prepared drafts of reports 
tohelp that committee in its work of amending 
the Statutes of the three technical organs 
of the Council of the Organization of Amer- 
ican States, in accordance with the resolu- 
tions on this matter approved at the Caracas 
Conference. The Division’s work with the 
Committee on the Leo 8. Rowe Pan Ameri- 
can Fund consisted of furnishing legal advice 
on various occasions. 

The Division of Conferences and Organi- 
zations acted as the technical secretariat 
for the Committees on Inter-American Con- 

ferences and on Inter-American Organi- 
zations, of the Council of the Organization 
of American States. 

In many cases the services provided by the 
Department of International Law called 
for the preparation of memoranda and draft 
reports and regulations, as well as the 
compilation of documents and background 
material. 
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In September 1954, the functions and 
staff of the Council Secretariat Section of the 
Division of Conferences and Organizations 
were transferred to the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary General. 


COOPERATION WITH THE INTER-AMERICAN 
EcoNoMIC AND SocrtaL CouNCcIL 


The function of serving as secretariat to 
the Liaison and Information Committee of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council was assigned to the Division of 
Conferences and Organizations. Since March 
1955, the Chief of the Division and the 
Editor of the Annals of the Organization of 
American States have served, respectively, 
as Secretary and Assistant Secretary of this 
committee. They have been preparing the 
required reports and memoranda, taking the 
minutes of the weekly meetings, and dis- 
charging other secretariat duties. The Divi- 
sion has also lent its services to other com- 
mittees of the Economic and Social Council. 


INTER-AMERICAN TREATIES 
AND CONVENTIONS 


Several inter-American treaties were rat- 
ified, and instruments of ratification depos- 
ited with the Pan American Union, during 
the past year. 

Guatemala deposited its instrument of 
ratification of the Inter-American Treaty of 
Reciprocal Assistance, signed at Rio de 
Janeiro in 1947, with the reservation made 
by its Government at the time it ratified 
this treaty. With the depositing of Guate- 
mala’s instrument of ratification on April 6, 
1955, all the member countries of the Organi- 
zation of American States became, and now 
are, parties to the Rio Treaty. 

On April 6, 1955, the Government of 
Guatemala also deposited its instrument of 
ratification of the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, with the reservation 
made by the Government at the time it 
ratified the Charter. 


The status of the Charter at the end of 


the fiscal year is shown in the following list 


of ratifications. 








SIGNATORY DATE OF DEPOSIT OF 

COUNTRIES INSTRUMENT OF 
RATIFICATION 

Argentina = 

Bolivia October 18, 1950 

Brazil March 13, 1950 

Chile June 5, 1953 

Colombia December 13, 1951 

Costa Rica November 16, 1948 

Cuba July 16, 1952 


Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 

El Salvador 
Guatemala* 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru* 

United States* 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 


April 22, 1949 
December 28, 1950 
September 11, 1950 
April 6, 1955 
March 28, 1951 
February 7, 1950 
November 23, 1948 
July 26, 1950 
March 22, 1951 
May 3, 1950 
February 12, 1954 
June 19, 1951 


December 29, 1951 





* Ratified with a reservation 


As for other treaties and conventions, 
instruments of ratification were deposited 
by the countries indicated below: 


Convention on the Regulation of Inter-American | 


Automotive Traffic, 1943: 
Ecuador, August 2, 1954 
Inter-American Convention on the Granting of 
Civil Rights to Women, 1948: 
Mexico, August 11, 1954 


Additional Protocol to the Pan American Sanitary | 


Code, 1952: 


Mexico, August 11, 1954 
Haiti, August 31, 1954 
Brazil, February 24, 1955 
Basic Agreement cn the Institute of Nutrition of 
Central America and Panama, 1953: 
El Salvador August 17, 1954 
Nicaragua, December 10, 1954 
Convention on Diplomatic Asylum, 1954: 
El Salvador, September 20, 1954 
Venezuela, December 29, 1954 
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Haiti, February 18, 1955 
Costa Rica, February 24, 1955 
Convention on Territorial Asylum, 1954: 
El Salvador, September 20, 1954 
Venezuela, December 29, 1954 
Haiti, February 18, 1955 
Costa Rica, February 24, 1955 
Convention for the Promotion of Inter-American 
Cultural Relations, 1954: 
Venezuela, December 29, 1954 
Haiti, February 18, 1955 
Inter-American Convention on the Rights of the 
Author in Literary, Scientific, and Artistic 
Works, 1946: 
Chile, January 14, 1955 


On October 6, 1954, the Dominican Re- 
public denounced the Convention on Asylum 
and the Convention on Political Asylum, 
signed at the Sixth and the Seventh Inter- 
national Conferences of American States, 
respectively. 

By the virtue of Resolution Lv approved 
at the Seventh International Conference of 
American States, the Pan American Union 
publishes periodically a pamphlet showing 
the status of the various inter-American 
treaties and conventions under the title Status 
of the Pan American Treaties and Conventions. 
In addition, the Department of International 
Law publishes a volume containing more 
detailed information, which, therefore, sup- 
plements the afore-mentioned pamphlet. 


SERVICES TO THE COUNCIL OF JURISTS 
AND COOPERATION WITH THE 
JURIDICAL COMMITTEE — 


The Department of International Law, 
in its capacity as Secretariat of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists, continued to 
carry out the work assigned to it by resolu- 
tions approved by the Council at its Second 
Meeting, held at Buenos Aires, in 1953. 
This work is closely related to the activities 
of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, 
permanent committee of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists. 

During the past year, the Juridical Com- 
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mittee prepared a Second Draft of the 
Uniform Law on International Commercial 
Arbitration, a Draft Convention on Extradi- 
tion, and a draft Report on the Juridical 
Effect of Reservations to Multilateral Treaties. 

The Department of International Law 
published these documents in the various 
official languages and sent copies to the 
governments of the member states. 

The report on the juridical effect of reser- 
vations to multilateral treaties was requested 
of the Juridical Committee by the Council 
of the Organization of American States. The 
Tenth Inter-American Conference requested 
the Committee to prepare the Draft Con- 
vention on Extradition. The topic of inter- 
national commercial arbitration was en- 
trusted to the Juridical Committee by the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists to be 
studied as part of the plan adopted by the 
Council at its First Meeting for the develop- 
ment and codification of public international 
law and private international law and the 
attainment of uniformity of legislation 
among the American states. In accordance 
with the procedure established by this plan, 
the Pan American Union sent to the govern- 
ments the first draft prepared by the Jurid- 
ical Committee and requested them to make 
such observations as they deemed pertinent, 
within a period of three months. The obser- 
vations sent to the Pan American Union by 
various governments were transmitted to 
the Juridical Committee, and the latter, 
basing its work on these observations, 
proceeded to prepare a second draft. 

The drafts mentioned above, plus one 
already prepared on judicial procedures and 
another on territorial waters and related 
questions, which the Juridical Committee 
is to prepare in accordance with a request 
made of it by the Council of the Organization 
of American States, will be submitted to the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists for con- 
sideration at its Third Meeting, to be held 
in Mexico early in 1956. 
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The Department of International Law has 
been in close touch with the Juridical Com- 
mittee for the purpose of making prepa- 
rations for, and taking appropriate action 
with respect to, this Meeting. The Depart- 
ment has also started to work on a handbook 
for the use of the delegates to the Meeting. 

The Department of International Law has 
likewise been in contact with the Juridical 
Committee for the purpose of aiding it in 
carrying out the work plan proposed by the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists at its 
Second Meeting and, more recently, by the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. 


SPECIAL CONFERENCE SERVICES 


Throughout 1954-55, cooperation in the 
conference field was a major item of the 
work load of the Division of Conferences and 
Organizations. The Office of the Chief played 
an active part in scheduling and organizing 
19 meetings (among others, four Inter-Amer- 
ican Specialized Conferences, the annual 
Assembly of one Inter-American Specialized 
Organization, and the Fourth Extraordinary 
Meeting of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council), assisting in such matters 
as the drafting of regulations and agenda, 
the estimation of secretariat requirements 
and conference costs, the recruitment of 
secretariat personnel, and arrangements for 
space, equipment, and other physical req- 
uisites. In addition, correspondence and 
preliminary reports relating to these and 
many other meetings were drafted by the 
same Office. 

During the fiscal year, Division members 
participated as observers, advisers, or 
secretariat personnel in two Inter-American 
Specialized Conferences, the above-men- 
tioned Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council, and 11 other 
meetings. A notable feature under the head 
of direct conference participation was the 
increasingly valuable interpreting service 
rendered by Division members. 
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Postconference activities included the 
preparation of various documents, the 
expansion and reclassification of the regular 
conference files, and the daily distribution of 
pertinent information, orally or in the form 
of articles, reports, and memoranda. Special 
note should be made of two preliminary 
memoranda—one deals with standards for 
Inter-American Specialized Conferences and 
the other is a list of nongovernmental 
technical meetings held in the American 
countries during the past 10 years—which | 
were prepared as a first step toward com- 
pliance with Resolutions Lv and tv1 of the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. Early 
in the fiscal year, the Division assumed 
certain responsibilities formerly assigned to 
conference documents officers in connection 
with the archives of meetings. Under the 
direction of the Records Management 
Specialist of the Pan American Union, a 
Division employee compiled, classified, and 
stored the archives of the Ninth Interna- 
tional Conference of American States, the 
Fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, the First Meeting of the 
Cultural Council, the First and Second 
Meetings of the Council of Jurists, the 
Sixth Pan American Highway Congress, 








and the Tenth Inter-American Conference. 
A general subject index was prepared for the 
archives of the last-named conference. 


LANGUAGE SERVICES 


The Translation Section has provided the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States and its technical organs with various 
language services. This included the transla- 
tion into the four official languages of more 
than 7,000 pages during the fiscal year. 
The services of several members of the stafi 
of the Section were made available to the 
secretariat of the Sixth Pan American High- 
way Congress. The Section also served as 4 
language-services coordinating center for 
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other official inter-American conferences and 
meetings. 
PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERI- 
caAN StatTes.—This quarterly publication, 
issued in separate English, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, and French editions, is designed, as 
its name implies, to provide a source of 
reliable information on the activities of the 
Organization of American States. It contains 
official documentary material on each of the 
organs composing the Organization, in- 
cluding the texts of all decisions of the Inter- 
American Conference, the Meeting of Con- 
sultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
the Council and its three technical organs 
(Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, Inter-American Council of Jurists, and 
Inter-American Cultural Council), and the 
Inter-American Specialized Conferences. 
Wherever necessary, these texts are accom- 
panied by quotations from relevant reports 
or by other material explaining their back- 
ground and implications. Also included are 
resolutions of various administrative and 
technical bodies forming part of the Spe- 
cialized Organizations and information on 
officially sponsored inter-American meetings 
that, although not classified as “Specialized 
Conferences”, are considered of interest to 
the reader. Finally, the first number of each 
yearly volume contains the definitive text 
of the Annual Report of the Secretary Gen- 
eral for the latest complete fiscal year. The 
1954 volume included a Special Number on 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference, in 
addition to the four usual issues. 

The French and Portuguese editions are 
printed in Haiti and Brazil, respectively, and 
the Spanish in Mexico. The English edition 
is printed in the United States. 


“Law AND TREATY” SERtES.—The De- 
partment of International Law published the 
following numbers in this series: Status of 
Pan American Treaties and Conventions (four 
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languages) and Jnter-American Treaties and 
Conventions—Signatures, Ratifications, and 
Deposits, with Explanatory Notes (English 
only). 


“STATEMENTS OF Laws”.—Two revised 
editions were published during the fiscal 
year, but at its close three additional volumes 
were complete and in the hands of the Print- 
ing Division. The activity in this series, and 
the status corresponding to each country, 


are indicated below: 


Argentina Supplement No. 2 being prepared 
by the author. 

Bolivia Revised edition completed, but 
not yet published. 

Brazil Revised edition published. 

Chile Revised edition nearing comple- 
tion. 

Colombia Supplement being prepared by 


Costa Rica 


author. 
Supplement deferred because of 
important changes pending. 


Cuba Revised edition being prepared by 
the author. 
Dominican Supplement being prepared by the 
Republic author. 
Ecuador Revised edition published. 


El Salvador 


Arrangements completed with a 
new author to prepare manu- 
script for original edition. 


Guatemala Supplement deferred because of 
important changes pending. 

Haiti Revised edition completed but not 
yet published. 

Honduras Revised edition deferred because 
of important changes pending. 

Mexico Revised edition being translated. 

Nicaragua Revised edition being prepared by 
the author. 

Panama Supplement being prepared by the 
author. 

Paraguay Supplement being prepared by the 
author. 

Peru Revised edition completed but not 
yet published. 

Uruguay Supplement No. 2 being prepared 
by the author. 

Venezuela Revised edition being prepared by 


the author. 


“INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS”’ 
Sreries.—The following documents in this 
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series were published during the year: 
Comparative Study of the Bustamante Code, 
the Montevideo Treaties, and the “‘ Restatement 
of the Law of Conflict of Laws’’ (English and 
French) ; Draft Uniform Law on International 
Commercial Arbitration (French); Second 
Draft Uniform Law on International Commer- 
cial Arbitration (English, French, Portu- 
guese, and Spanish); Draft Convention on 
Extradition (English, French, Portuguese, 
and Spanish); and Report on the Juridical 
Effect of Reservations to Multilateral Treaties 
(English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish). 


‘“‘CONFERENCES AND ORGANIZATIONS” SE- 
RIES.—During 1954-55, 14 new numbers of 
the ‘Conferences and Organizations” Series 
were issued—four in English, two in French, 
three in Portuguese, and five in Spanish. Of 
these new numbers, the majority are final 
acts of Inter-American Specialized Con- 
ferences, a few are basic documents of organ- 
izations included within the structure of the 
Organization of American States, and one is 
the Report of the Pan American Union on the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference. At the 
close of the fiscal year, 12 more numbers of 
this series were in press or in preparation, 
notably the Spanish edition of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Tenth Conference, a six- 
volume project. 

Early in the fiscal year, special attention 
was given to remedying omissions in the old 
“Congresses and Conferences” Series. Five 
final acts of early Pan American Child Con- 
gresses were translated into English or 
Spanish and published as new numbers of the 
Series, and the English final act of another 
Child Congress was reissued, with the result 
that the Pan American Union was able to 
supply the Tenth Congress (held in February 
1955) with a complete set of background 
material in the two languages. 

The quarterly list Forthcoming Inter-A mer- 
ican Conferences and Meetings continued to 
appear throughout 1954-55, in Spanish and 
English. 

SpeciAL Pus.ications.—In addition to 
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the publications in the above-mentioned 
series, the Division of Law and Treatie; 
prepared for printing the second supplement, 
in Spanish, to the volume on the treaties, 
conventions, and resolutions of International 
Conferences of American States published by 
the Carnegie Endowment for Internationa] 
Peace. This supplement covers the period 
1945-54. Before the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference was held, the Venezuelan Goy- 
ernment very generously paid the cost of 
reproducing the Spanish edition of the 
original volume and the first supplement. 
It has offered also to finance the publication 
of the second supplement in spanish. In 
addition to the documents, the supplement 
has a cumulative index covering the three 
volumes. It is hoped that this publication 
will be out by the latter part of 1955. 

The Division of Law and Treaties also 
prepared a volume entitled Applications of 
the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance, 1948-1955, which contains an 
introduction describing the inter-American 
system of peace and security and how it 
operates within the world system. The 
purpose of this work is to provide, in a 
single volume, the documents covering the 
various instances, up to 1955, in which the 
Treaty has been applied, so as to enable the 
governments and the members of the Council 


of the Organization to study precedents. It | 


is hoped that this volume will be ready for 
distribution late in 1955. 


The Division of Law and Treaties has also’ 


published the third English edition of the 


pamphlet The Organization of American | 


States and the United Nations. The second 
Portuguese edition is ready for publication. 


LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO THE STAFF OF THE 
Pan AMERICAN UNION AND TO THE 
DELEGATIONS TO THE 
ORGANIZATION 


The Division of Law and Treaties served 
the staff of the Pan American Union and the 
delegations to the Organization of American 
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States by giving legal advice and informa- 
tion, preparing documents, facilitating the 
issuance of passports and visas, and handling 
problems of immigration, privileges and 
immunities, and similar matters. 

For the purpose of providing officials and 
staff members of the Pan American Union, 
Specialized Organizations, and inter-Ameri- 
can agencies working in the field of technical 
assistance with adequate identification while 
traveling on official missions, the Division 
prepared an “Official Travel Document” 
containing general information on the Or- 
ganization of American States and on the 
bearer. 

The document does not replace the na- 
tional passport in any case in which the law 
of a country requires that document. Its 
use has effectively aided officials and staff 
members of the Organization of American 
States on their official missions. 

By the end of the fiscal year covered in 
this report, 15 countries had agreed to visa 
this document. 


RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 


Cooperative relations between the De- 
partment of International Law and offices of 
the United Nations functioning in the same 
field were continued this year. The Depart- 
ment of International Law received docu- 
ments relative to studies carried out by the 
International Law Commission of the United 
Nations, and the Department, on its part, 
sent to the United Nations copies of the 
documents prepared by the Inter-American 
Juridical Committee and by the Inter-Amer- 
ican Council of Jurists. By special arrange- 
ment with the United Nations, copies of the 
studies of the International Law Commis- 
sion are sent directly to the Juridical Com- 
mittee at Rio de Janeiro. 

The Director of the Department also 
contributed, as he has done in the past, to 
the Yearbook on Human Rights published by 
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the United Nations. The Division of Con- 
ferences and Organizations was requested 
on several occasions to provide the United 
Nations with documents and information 
with respect to inter-American conferences 
and organizations. It also made the neces- 
sary arrangements for representatives of 
the Pan American Union to participate in 
meetings of the United Nations and a number 
of its specialized agencies. 

The Division of Conferences and Organ- 
izations continued to act also as center of 
liaison, information, and secretariat services 
for agencies of the Organization of American 
States and other organizations interested in 
inter-American affairs. 

Services of this kind were extended in 
connection with seven cooperative agree- 
ments and arrangements concluded during 
the year between the Organization of Ameri- 
can States or its Council and the following 
agencies: Association of American Writers 
and Artists, General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, Instituto Nacional de Previsién y 
Reformas Sociales, of Cuba, Inter-American 
Association of Broadcasters, Pan American 
Association of Ophthalmology, Pan Ameri- 
can Council of the International Committee 
of Scientific Management, and World Union 
of Catholic Women’s Organizations. The 
Division likewise assisted in the preliminary 
negotiations for a number of similar coopera- 
tive relationships. A mimeographed list of 
such agreements and arrangements was 
drawn up and distributed in June. 

With a view to promoting liaison and 
gathering material for a Handbook of Inter- 
American Organizations to be prepared under 
his direction, the Chief of the Division of 
Conferences and Organizations visited the 
Office of Relations with International Organ- 
izations of the Mexican Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the corresponding office of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama, 
and the headquarters of the Committee for 
Cultural Action, the Inter-American Indian 
Institute, the Inter-American Institute of 
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Agricultural Sciences, and the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History. He also 
accompanied the Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States on a trip 
to the United Nations headquarters, on the 
occasion of a meeting sponsored by the ex- 
ecutive heads of United Nations agencies 
for the discussion of more effective relations 
between inter-American and world organiza- 
tions. 

The files of the Division of Conferences 
and Organizations were enlarged and re- 
classified. These files served as a basis for 
continuous informational services to govern- 
ment officials, organizations, and private 
individuals. Such services included (in addi- 
tion to the production and distribution of the 
pertinent publications) daily correspondence, 
lectures, and the preparation of numerous 
reports on the activities, structure, and pro- 
cedural rules of inter-American organizations 
and related world agencies. A tentative list 
of organizations active in the inter-American 
field was also prepared, which contains in- 
formation on such basic matters as officers, 
headquarters, and dates of establishment. 
Aid was given to other Pan American Union 
offices and to external agencies in the prepa- 
ration of organizational material as, for ex- 
ample, the United Nations dictionary of 
organizational titles and terminology, and 
the revised membership chart of inter-Amer- 
ican agencies issued by the U. 8. Department 
of State. 

Conference services, already noted above, 
were a major activity of the year. Special 
mention should be made here of the assist- 
ance supplied by the Office of the Chief in 
the shaping of plans for an institute of ocean- 
ography that were discussed at a meeting 
held in March, under the auspices of the 
Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History, in the main building of the Pan 
American Union. 
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Department of Cultural Affairs 


During the first quarter of 1954-55, a 
major portion of the Department’s activities 
was concerned with preparations for the 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American Cul- 
tural Council, which, however, was then 
postponed. The Department also provided 
technical and secretarial service for the 
Council’s permanent committee, the Com- 
mittee for Cultural Action, preparing docu- 
ments for its use, as requested. 

Cooperation with the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ- 
ization was continued. Members of the De- 
partment participated in the Eighth Session 
of Ungsco’s General Conference in Monte- 
video, and the meeting of the United States 
National Commission for UNEsco in Mil- 
waukee. The two organizations collaborated 
in an Inter-American Seminar on Secondary 
Education, held in Santiago, Chile. Aid was 
continued to the Latin American Regional 
Center for Fundamental Education 
(CREFAL); the program of translation and 
Publication of Latin American classics went 
forward; an agreement was made for the 
translation and publication of a social science 
series; and collaboration was lent to a sem- 
inar on the teaching of the social sciences, 
held in Costa Rica. 


The Department continued its program | 


of round table discussions on teaching prob- 
lems in the field of Latin American studies 
for university specialists in the United States. 
It participated in the third meeting of the 
Northeastern Council for Latin American 
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and Inter-American Studies (Brooklyn, No-| 


vember 1954), and the second meeting of the 
Rocky Mountain Group (Albuquerque, 


February 1955); it sponsored the South- 
eastern Conference on Latin American Stud- 
ies at the University of Georgia (Athens, 
April 1955), and a round table for the Pacific 
Coast area at the University of California at 
Los Angeles (May 1955). The last mentioned 
was the first such gathering to be held in the 
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Far West; it was attended by 65 representa- 
tives of 25 institutions, including the Na- 
tional University of Mexico and the National 
Library of Guatemala. Negotiations were 
undertaken with a view to extending this 
type of meeting to countries of the Carib- 
bean. The Department also continued its 
participation in the inter-university seminar 
maintained by the six institutions of higher 
education in the Washington area. 

The Department also sponsored four panel 
discussions dealing with United States in- 
fluences on Latin American literature; New 
World Spanish; juvenile delinquency in the 
Americas; and problems of cultural adjust- 
ment. 

Publication of the quarterly Panorama 
was concluded, the last four numbers being 
issued or sent to press during the course of the 
year. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Director of the Department intensi- 
fied his program of visits to United States 
universities, for the purpose of establishing 
and strengthening relations with college 
specialists in the field of Latin American 
studies. A major feature of this program was 
an extended tour of institutions in the Mid- 
dle West. The Director represented the Or- 
ganization at the Tenth Pan American Child 
Congress in Panama and at the meeting of 
the United States National Commission for 
Unesco in Milwaukee. He delivered more 
than 80 addresses to professional and Pan 
American groups, and contributed articles to 
Américas and The Georgia Review. 

The Office continued to prepare the Brazil- 
ian literature section of the Handbook of 
Latin American Studies and to collaborate 
with The United States Quarterly Book Re- 
view, the Hispanic American Historical Re- 
view, and Books Abroad. 

Music Section.—Three new series of 
publications were initiated in 1954-55. The 
first two sections of the Musical Directory 
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of Latin America appeared—a general work 
on schools and orchestras and a specialized 
volume devoted to Chile. The first volume 
of the series “(Compositores de América” was 
likewise issued, giving biographical data, 
photographs, facsimiles of musical manu- 
scripts, and chronological lists of works of 
three composers from Argentina, one from 
Colombia, three from Cuba, one from Guate- 
mala, two from Mexico, one from Peru, and 
one from the United States. A second volume 
including composers from Brazil, Costa Rica, 
the Dominican Republic, and Uruguay has 
been readied for press. Finally, the Section 
began the publication of original contem- 
porary compositions. Issued thus far are 
Ristica, for piano, by Juan Orrego Salas 
(Chile); Fugues for String Orchestra, by Ed- 
gardo Martin (Cuba); Sonatina ritmica, for 
piano, by Roque Cordero (Panama); Second 
Piano Sonata, by Rodolfo Halffter (Mexico); 
Sonata for Two Pianos, by Russell Woollen 
(United States); and Chamber Music for Six 
Instruments, by José Ardévol (Cuba). Works 
by Luis A. Escobar (Colombia), Alfonso 
Montecino (Chile), and José Malsio (Peru) 
were sent to press, and arrangements were 
made to publish the compositions awarded 
prizes at the Latin American Music Festival 
in Caracas. 

Publication of the Boletin de musica y 
artes visuales continued. Twelve numbers 
were issued in the course of the year and the 
graphic appearance was further improved. 
The material carried is widely reproduced 
both in the Americas and in Europe. Also 
published was a list of Latin American sym- 
phonic works available in the United States, 
which has been made available to all mem- 
bers of the American Symphony Orchestra 
League. 

The Section participated in that League’s 
annual meeting, in Evansville, Indiana. It 
was represented at the Fifth General Assem- 
bly of the International Music Council, in 
Paris, and took part in the panel discussions 
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of the Latin American Music Festival in 
Caracas, at which the Inter-American Music 
Association was established. From a compe- 
tition there organized, works were selected 
for inclusion in the Section’s publication 
program, the choice falling on compositions 
of Héctor Tosar-Errecart (Uruguay), Héctor 
Campos-Parsi (Puerto Rico), Blas Galindo 
(Mexico), and Antonio Esteves (Venezuela). 
The Section also lent its collaboration to a 
number of public and private institutions of 
the Hemisphere, notably the music divisions 
of the United States Library of Congress and 
the New York Public Library. 

Concerts of music of the Americas were 
given at the Pan American Union throughout 
the year. Performing artists included the 
Chilean pianist Alfonso Montecino; the Mex- 
ican folk singer Maria de Leén Ortega; the 
Cuban guitarist Rey de la Torre; the violin- 
ists Enrique Serratos (Mexico) and Jan 
Tomasow (Argentina); the United States 
pianist Anthony di Bonaventura; the sopra- 
nos Olga Farifia (Chile) and Hilda Olgisser 
(Ecuador); the Venezuelan pianist Judit 
Jaimes; the Orquesta Tipica de México, con- 
ducted by Miguel Lerdo de Tejada; the Sym- 
phony Orchestra of the United States Air 
Force, under the leadership of Captain J. F. 
Yesulaitis; and a chamber music trio com- 
posed of Werner Lywen, Ana Dritelle, and 
Russell Woollen, of the United States. 

Popular concerts in the Aztec Garden were 
provided with the collaboration of the United 
States Army and Marine Bands, a group of 
dancers directed by Rafael Sardé (Uruguay), 
the Colombian tenor Manuel Astudillo, the 
Dominican soprano Ada Cavallo, and the 
United States composer and pianist Henry 
Cowell. 


VisuaL Arts Section.—During 1954-55, 
the first volume of the Guta de las colecciones 
publicas de arte en la América latina was 
completed and readied for press. In April 
and May the Chief of the Section visited 
museums in Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, and 


Paraguay to gather material for the second 
volume. The Oxford University Press has 
shown interest in bringing out the museum 
guides of the United States in English, and 
negotiations have been initiated toward that 
end. Further activity in the field of publica- 
tions has consisted in contributing the section 
on visual arts to the Boletin de musica y artes 
visuales, providing articles for Américas, and 
furnishing essays on Latin American art and 
motion pictures to the Americana Annual, 
Funk and Wagnalls’ International Year Book, 
and the American People’s Encyclopedia. 

The following exhibitions were held at the 
Pan American Union: drawings by the Mex- 
ican José Luis Cuevas; collages and paintings 
by Ivan Serpa, of Brazil; oils and drawings 
by the Chilean Clarence Mundy; “Birds of 
Argentina’, water colors by Salvador 
Magno; oils by the Honduran J. Antonio 
Velasquez; paintings by the Bolivian Arturo 
Reque Meruvia; “Art of Brazilian Chil- 
dren”’; oils by Alejandro Obregén, of Colom- 
bia; oils and drawings by the Chilean 
Roberto Matta; oils by Manuel Rendon, of 
Ecuador; oils and water colors by the Argen- 
tine Jorge Larco; oils by the Ecuadorian 
Oswaldo Guayasamin; and, commemorating 
Pan American Week, “Art of the Americas”, 
a selection from the collection of the Inter- 
national Business Machines Corporation, 
representing fourteen of the member states. 
The Cuevas, Obregén, and Guayasamin 
exhibitions attracted unusual attention and 
were widely publicized throughout the Hemi- 
sphere. 

The Section’s motion-picture program was 
resumed, with two Brazilian feature films, 
two Mexican documentaries, two Bolivian 
documentaries, and the Venezuelan film, 
Dindmica de un ideal. 

The Section designed and built a number 
of exhibits illustrating activities of the Or- 
ganization of American States, including a 
large one on the Organization as a whole, for 
permanent display at the Pan American 








vi 
pr 
ar 
art 


art 
vel 


at 
the 
Wa 
me 
ing 
at | 
vid 
ists 
the 
nial 
inst: 
suck 
ums 
Yor! 
libra 
info1 
circu 


M 
parti 
Gene 
videc 
Cong 
Ibero 
(Lim: 
missic 
Semir 
Comn 
(Wasl 

fairs ( 
on JI 
(New 
Natio. 
Visers 








second 

ess has 

nuseum 

sh, and 

rd that 

yublica- 

‘section 

Ly artes 
as, and 
art and 
Annual, 
ir Book, 
dia. 

1 at the 
1e Mex- 
aintings 
rawings 
Birds of 
alvador 
Antonio 
. Arturo 
n Chil- 
Colom- 
Chilean 
idén, of 
> Argen- 
1adorian 
norating 
vericas”, 
e Inter- 
oration, 
r states. 
yasamin 
‘ion and 
e Hemi- 


ram was 
re films, 
Bolivian 
an film, 


number 
the Or- 
luding a 
hole, for 
merical 








Union, and smaller ones, devoted to indi- 
vidual offices, for use elsewhere. The Section 
prepared layouts for the Boletin de misica y 
artes visuales and Panorama and occasional 
art work for other publications. 

Special exhibitions of Latin American 
art were prepared for Texas Christian Uni- 
versity at Fort Worth, Texas; Western Col- 
lege for Women at Oxford, Ohio; and the 
Wichita Art Association of Wichita, Kansas. 
The Chief of the Section presented a paper 
at the Caribbean Conference sponsored by 
the University of Florida, and lectured in 
Washington. The Section served as inter- 
mediary for the Embassy of Peru in arrang- 
ing for an exhibit of paintings by Krekovic 
at the Smithsonian Institution; it also pro- 
vided for the presentation of a group of art- 
ists of the Americas, under the auspices of 
the Pan American Union, at the Third Bien- 
nial in Séo Paulo, Brazil. It collaborated with 
institutions throughout the Hemisphere, 
such as the American Association of Muse- 
ums, the Museum of Modern Art of New 
York, and the UnEsco pilot project public 
library in Medellin, Colombia, providing 
information, and assistance in acquiring and 
circulating works of art. 


Division oF EDUCATION 


Members of the Division of Education 
participated in the Eighth Session of the 
General Conference of UNrsco (Monte- 
video), the Second Inter-Ibero-American 
Congress of Education (Quito), the Second 
Ibero-American Congress of Social Security 
(Lima), a meeting of heads of UNEsco 
missions (Rio de Janeiro), the Washington 
Seminar on World Affairs, the Meeting on 
Community Services for Foreign Students 
(Washington), the Conference on World Af- 
fairs (University of Colorado), the Conference 
on International Educational Exchange 


(New York), and the annual meeting of the 
National Association of Foreign Student Ad- 
visers (St. Louis, Missouri). Special working 
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papers were prepared for the Tenth Pan 
American Child Congress and the Tenth 
Assembly of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women, and members of the Division 
lectured at a number of teaching institutions 
and cultural centers. 


ELEMENTARY EpucaTion Section.—The 
monograph of the Montevideo Seminar was 
published under the title of La educacién 
primaria en América. Also published was La 
escuela primaria y la conservacién de los 
recursos naturales, which is Vol. 4 of the 
“Biblioteca Panamericana del Maestro”’. 
Sent to press were the next two numbers of 
that series, Poestas selectas para maestros and 
Prosas selectas para maestros. La ensefanza 
de la lengua en la educacién primaria has 
been readied for press; and La escuela y la 
comunidad, La escuela primaria y la com- 
presion internacional, and Estado actual de 
la educacién primaria en América are in 
preparation. 

The Section continued to exercise super- 
vision over Project 26 of the Technical-Coop- 
eration Program, the Inter-American Rural 
Normal School which functions in Rubio, 
Venezuela, with 71 trainees in attendance, 
from Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and Venezuela. 


SeconpARY EpucatTion Srction.—The 
major achievement of the Division of Educa- 
tion during 1954-55 was represented by the 
Inter-American Seminar on Secondary Edu- 
cation, held from December 29, 1954, to 
January 22, 1955, in Santiago, under the 
joint sponsorship of the Government of 
Chile and the Organization of American 
States. It was attended by 140 experts, in- 
cluding delegations from 19 of the member 
states and observers from the United Na- 
tions, Unesco, the International Labor 
Office, the International Bureau of Educa- 
tion, the Union of Latin American Universi- 
ties, and the Pan American Institute of Geog- 
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raphy and History. The Seminar dealt with 
all aspects of secondary education: nature 
and aims; organization and administration; 
curriculum; teaching methods and _ tech- 
niques; the secondary-school teacher; and 
the relationship between vocational educa- 
tion and secondary education. On the basis 
of the conclusions of the Seminar, several 
governments such as the Governments of 
Costa Rica and Cuba, are planning national 
seminars to consider local application of the 
findings. 

The following publications were issued in 
connection with the Seminar: Estado actual 
de la educacién secundaria en la América la- 
tina, with 28 statistical tables (Spanish only) ; 
La educacién secundaria en los Estados Uni- 
dos, by T. H. Briggs (English and Spanish) ; 
Naturaleza y fines de la educacién secundaria, 
by A. Nieto Caballero (English and Spanish) ; 
Cultura y humanidades, by Paul Langevin 
(English and Spanish); Naturaleza y fines de 
la educacién secundaria, by the U. S. Office of 
Education (English and Spanish); Algunos 
aspectos de la educacién secundaria norte- 
americana, by Irene da Silva Mello Carvalho 
(English, Portuguese, Spanish); Bzbliografia 
para el temario del Seminario Interamericano 
de Educacién Secundaria (Spanish only); 
A educagéo secundéria no Brasil: ensaio de 
identificagao de suas caractertsticas principais, 
by Jayme Abreu (Portuguese only); Organi- 
zacién y administracién, by Celerino Cano 
(English and Spanish); Organizacién y admi- 
nistracién, by Galen Saylor (English and 
Spanish); Planes y programas, by Nelson L. 
Bossing (English and Spanish); La ensenanza 
de la literatura en la escuela secundaria: su 
origen y su método, by Ermilo Abreu Gémez 
(Spanish only); Métodos y técnicas de ense- 
fanza, by Thomas Risk (English and Span- 
ish); O ensino por unidades diddticas: seu 
ensaio no Colégio Nova Friburgo, by Irene 
Mello Carvalho (Portuguese only); Educa- 
cién académica y formacién profesional en el 
nivel secundario, by Fernando Romero (Span- 
ish only). The monograph giving the findings 


of the Seminar was published under the title 
La educacién secundaria en América. 


VocaTIONAL EpucatTion Srction.—The 
monograph giving the findings of the Inter- 
American Seminar on Vocational Education 
was published under the title Hducacién 
vocacional (técnica) en América. Also pub- 
lished were an analytic guide El estudio de la 
organizacién y administracién de la ensefianza 
vocacional y técnica and Educacién comple- 
mentaria de adultos para el desarrollo econé- 
maco en siete patses de América latina. Readied 
for press was Fuentes de materiales informa- 
tivos para la ensenanza agrtcola; and in prepa- 
ration were Guta sobre organizacién de la 
biblioteca agricola escolar, Guta sobre veteri- 
naria, lucha contra los insectos dafiinos, trata- 
miento de las enfermedades de las plantas, 
Materiales de ensefianza para las escuelas 
industriales de América latina, and Preortenta- 
cion industrial. 

Completing a mission sponsored by 
UNEsco concerning adult education for 
economic development, the Chief of the Sec- 
tion visited the headquarters of the Inter- 
national Labor Organization and the World 
Health Organization (Geneva), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (Rome), the Con- 
fédération internationale des Syndicats 
libres and the Fédération internationale 
des Syndicats chrétiens (Brussels), and 
Unesco itself (Paris). There resulted from 
this mission the report on Educacién comple- 
mentaria mentioned above. 


EpucaTIONAL INTERCHANGE SECTION.— 
During 1954-55 the Section intensified its 
efforts to promote the exchange of persons 
in the Americas. An estimated 2,000 indi- 
viduals received personal counselling regard- 
ing courses of study in the various member 
states, and service was lent to a number of 
institutions, such as the Pan American Coun- 
cil of Chicago, in selecting candidates for 
scholarships. The Section continued to ad- 
minister a program to provide on-the-job 
training for college students desirous of ex- 
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perience in the workings of the Organization 
of American States. It also administered the 
Fellowship Program of study of the Organ- 
ization for foreign-service personnel of the 
member states. There were three training 
periods during the course of the year, with 
Fellows from Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, 
Peru, the United States, and Venezuela. 

During the past year 50 participants in the 
International Farm Youth Exchange Pro- 
gram, from seven of the member countries, 
visited the Pan American Union at the begin- 
ning of their programs to obtain information 
about the countries they were going to visit, 
and also, at the end of their stay, to discuss 
their impressions gained in the same coun- 
tries. 

Publications included the annual Summer 
Study in Latin America, a Tentative List of 
Latin American Universities, a Censo parcial 
del intercambio de estudiantes en América, and 
bibliographies on education in Brazil, Mexico 
(supplement), and Uruguay. 

The Section continued to provide secre- 
tariat services for the Leo S. Rowe Pan Amer- 
ican Fund, including information and guid- 
ance to applicants. During the course of the 
fiscal year, 60 loans were made to students 
representing all Latin American countries 
save Cuba, Honduras, and Paraguay. 


Latin AMERICAN FUNDAMENTAL Epuca- 
TION Press.—By the terms of a new Agree- 
ment between UNEsco and the Organization 
of American States, which was approved by 
the Council of the Organization on October 
20, 1954, and entered into force on January 1, 
1955, the former ‘‘Latin American Bureau for 
the Production of Fundamental Education 
Materials” was transferred to the authority 
of the Organization of American States, and 
became the “Latin American Fundamental 
Education Press”. The Organization of 
American States continued to contribute to 
the Latin American Regional Center for 
Fundamental Education (CrEeFrax) in Patz- 
cuaro, Mexico, the sum of $38,000, to provide 
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scholarships for a total of 20 students at that 
institution. 

During 1954-55 the following primers were 
reprinted in editions of 25,000 copies each: 
Simon Bolivar, Abraham Lincoln, José de San 
Martin, Morelos, Eres libre, San Francisco de 
Asts, La tuberculosis, Defiende tu suelo, De- 
jiende los bosques, Crédito agricola, and Ayuda 
a tu pueblo. The following new primers were 
issued: La tierra y los planetas, Algo de geome- 
tria, Naciones amigas, Aprende a medir, Gu- 
sanos del matz, Abonos agricolas, El alco- 
holismo, Algo sobre América, La biblioteca 
popular, Aprende a escribir, El huerto casero, 
and Mejor semilla de matz. The following 
primers were readied for press: Los conti- 
nentes, Algunos inventos, Franklin, Pueblos 
antiguos de América, Algo de aritmética, La 
OEA y la paz, Higiene de la casa, Cartilla de 
fdbulas y relatos, and Cartilla de juegos y 
adivinanzas. Two posters were printed and 
and two reports published: Sitwacién de 
América frente al analfabetismo and El anal- 
fabetismo en América segiin los viltimos censos 
o estimaciones. 

Tests of the reading materials for adults 
prepared by the Press were begun at the 
Inter-American Rural Normal School, and 
agreements were made with the Governments 
of Bolivia, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua for 
the establishment in each of those countries 
of 1,500 “popular libraries”, to consist of 
five copies of each of 40 primers. Further 
development was given to the “gift plan” 
for furnishing collections of primers to schools 
and other institutions in Latin America. 
Finally, exhibits of fundamental education 
materials were presented at the Inter-Ibero- 
American Congress on Education in Quito 
and the General Conference of UNrEsco in 
Montevideo. 


Division oF PHtLtosopHy, LETTERS AND 
ScIENCES 


The Oas-UNEsco program of translation 
and publication in English and French of 
classics of Latin American literature and 
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thought, which is entrusted jointly to the 
Sections of Philosophy and Letters, was 
further advanced during 1954-55. The first 
volume in the series, Manuel de Jestis Gal- 
van’s Enriquillo (translated by Robert 
Graves as The Cross and the Sword) was pub- 
lished by the University of Indiana Press. 
Sent to press was Zorrilla de San Martin’s 
Tabaré, in a translation by Walter Owen. 
Being readied for press were Selected Writings 
of José Martt, an Anthology of Mexican 
Poetry, and The Last Days of the Colony in 
Upper Peru, by Gabriel René Moreno. Ar- 
rangements were made for the translation 
of selections from Sarmiento’s Travels by 
Inés Mufioz; plays of Florencio Sanchez, by 
Willis Knapp Jones; short stories of Baldo- 
mero Lillo, by Angel Flores; and Memorias 
de Mamé Blanca of Teresa de la Parra, by 
Harriet de Onis. Translation of the Memorias 
de um Sargento de Miltcas of Manuel Anténio 
de Almeida, by L. L. Barrett, and the Royal 
Commentaries of the Inca Garcilaso de la 
Vega, by H. V. Livermore, progressed to- 
ward termination. 

The preparation for publication of the 
Proceedings of the José Toribio Medina 
Centennial Celebration, which is being done 
under the direction of the Division, was like- 
wise brought near completion. 


PuitosopHy Section.—La filosofia en el 
Pert: by Augusto Salazar Bondy (English 
and Spanish texts) was published in the 
“Pensamiento de América” series. Similar 
volumes on Cuba, Argentina, and Mexico 
were in preparation during the course of the 
year, and translation proceeded on an Antolo- 
gta de la filosofta norteamericana contempo- 
rdnea and Pensamiento de los Estados Unidos. 
Preliminary work was initiated on an Antolo- 
gta del pensamiento politico y social de América 
latina. 

The Section continued to prepare the 
philosophy section of the Handbook of Latin 
American Studies, and an essay on “Philo- 
sophical Trends in Contemporary Latin 


America” was contributed to the volume 
honoring A. R. Wadia. 

The Chief of the Section participated in 
the General Conference of UNEsco in Monte. 
video, presented a paper at the Caribbean 
Conference at the University of Florida, 
and lectured at teaching institutions and 
meetings of professional associations. As- 
sistance was lent to preparations for the 
Fourth Inter-American Congress of Philoso- 
phy, to be held in Santiago, Chile, in 1956; 
and collaboration was extended to institu- 
tions such as the National Research Council 
of the United States, for which a directory 
of psychologists and psychological institutes 
in Latin America was prepared. 

The project for the completion and pub- 
lication of the Diccionario de construccion y 
régimen de la lengua castellana of Rufino 
José Cuervo, which has been entrusted to the 
Section, was further advanced during 
1954-55. In addition to the quotas received 
from Colombia, Guatemala, and Venezuela, 
the Governments of the Dominican Republic 
and El Salvador announced their intention 
of contributing to the inter-American fund 
for this purpose. 


Letters Section.—The Antologia de la 
poesta norteamericana contempordnea, trans- 
lated and edited by Eugenio Florit, was in 
press, and work of preparation continued on 
three other additions to the ‘‘Pensamiento de 
América” series: La literatura brasilena segin 
la critica hispanoamericana, La novela hispa- 
noamericana en el siglo XX, and a Brief His- 
tory of Brazilian Literature. A revised edition 
of Joaquim Nabuco: accién y pensamiento 
was prepared. 

Work upon the Diccionario de la literatura 
latinoamericana constituted the principal 
activity of the Section during 1954-55. The 
index of deceased authors was completed for 
all countries save Costa Rica, the Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela. More than 1,500 questionnaires 
have been circulated to living authors with a 
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request for biobibliographic information; a 
very appreciable number of them have been 
prompt to lend their collaboration. 

Preparatory work has likewise been done 
for the anthology of short stories of the New 
World to be issued in Spanish by the Twin 
Continents Publishing Company: prominent 
men of letters have been consulted as to the 
selection, manuscript prepared, and rights to 
reproduction obtained. Information was 
gathered for a directory of Latin American 
literary societies; and collaboration in the 
form of advice and information was given to 
institutions such as Rollins College and the 
University of Delaware. 


SoctaL Science  Section.—During 
1954-55 the Section carried out an extensive 
program of publications. Six numbers of the 
bimonthly bulletin Ciencias sociales: notas e 
informaciones were issued, as well as the 
index for 1954. Beginning in 1955 the num- 
ber of pages in the bulletin was increased 
from 48 to 64. Two directories appeared: 
Directorio de publicaciones periddicas en el 
campo de las ctencias sociales: Primera parte, 
and a second edition of the Guta de institu- 
ciones y sociedades en el campo de las ciencias 
sociales—Segunda parte, América latina. In 
the series of monographs, Las civilizaciones 
antiguas del Viejo Mundo y de América was 
published, while the English edition thereof 
(Irrigation Civilizations: A Comparative 
Study) was sent to press. Arrangements were 
completed for publication of the Programa 
general de historia de América: pertodo pre- 
colombino. 

A series of technical manuals was initiated 
with a view to meeting the need for scientific 
and technical tools in Latin America and 
encouraging field research, by facilitating 
the classification and utilization of data. The 
Guta para la clasificacién de los datos culturales 
was published with the collaboration of the 
Instituto Indigenista Nacional of Guatemala 
and the Human Relations Area Files, Inc., 
of New Haven. Translation was completed 
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of the second volume in the series, Teoria y 
prdctica del estudio de dreas culturales. 

With regard to field activities, the Section 
continued with arrangements for the estab- 
lishment of the human relations area files 
in one of the Latin American nations; it also 
carried out a survey to ascertain the need for 
an inter-American institute for postgraduate 
study in the field of social science, and to 
establish plans for the operation of such a 
project. On the basis of information received, 
a plan has been evolved for the utilization of 
existing centers to offer special training to 
selected students. 

The Section collaborated with the corre- 
sponding Department of Unssco in holding 
a round table in San José, Costa Rica, on 
problems of teaching of the social sciences, 
for delegates from the Caribbean region, 
early in the fiscal year; and it has since been 
assisting in preparations for a similar meeting 
for the South American area. Arrangements 
have also been made for a symposium on 
“Rural Subcultures and Their Influence on 
Technical Development”, to be held with 
the cooperation of the University of Illinois. 

The Section made arrangements with 
Unesco for the initiation of a program of 
translation of monographs on university 
teaching of the social sciences. It continued 
its collaboration with the International Com- 
mittees on Documentation in the. Social 
Sciences, furnishing an annual bibliography 
of sociology in Latin America for publication 
in Current Sociology. It likewise continued to 
contribute to the anthropology section of the 
Handbook of Latin American Studies. 

A paper on the development and present 
status of the middle class in Latin America 
was prepared at the request of the Inter- 
national Institute of Differing Civilizations 
for presentation at its 39th Session. The 
Section cooperated with the International 
Sociological Association in the development 
of the Third World Congress on Sociology, 
endeavoring to facilitate more adequate 
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representation from Latin America. It has 
also been collaborating with Dr. Sidney 
Mintz, of Yale University, and Dr. John 
Murra, of Vassar College, in preparing a 
bibliography on “The African Heritage in 
Latin America”’. 


ScIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION.— 
During 1954-55 four numbers (13-16) of the 
quarterly bulletin Ciencia y tecnologia were 
issued. Material carried therein was repro- 
duced by a number of Latin American jour- 
nals, among others the Jornal de Ciéncias of 
Rio de Janeiro, the Circulares del Museo y 
Biblioteca de Malacologta de La Habana, and 
the Boletin de la Asociacién Peruana de Astro- 
nomia. The monograph Aprovechamiento de 
la energia atémica, by German E. Villar, was 
published, and an article on science in Latin 
America was prepared for the Encyclopedia 
Americana. 

The monthly science news service for 
leading newspapers in Latin America was 
continued, though it became increasingly 
difficult to obtain articles in the popular 
vein without remuneration. UNEsco utilized 
portions of this material in Unesco Features. 

As in previous years, the Section provided 
material to the Center for Scientific and 
Technical Documentation in Mexico, and 
work was continued on a directory of U. 8S. 
scientists, by field of specialization. The 
Chief of the Section again served on the 
international jury which awarded the 
Kalinga Prize for 1954. 


OFFICE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN REVIEW 
or BrsLioGRAPpHY.—During 1954-55 the 
four numbers of Volume iv (1954) of the 
Review were published; sent to press were a 
double number (1-2) of Volume v and the 
Index to Volume tv. A new section has been 
created in the Review, devoted to current 
publications of the Organization of American 
States. 

The first of a series of volumes concerned 
with the cultural heritage of the Americas 


was issued: Las actas de independencia de 
América. This gives the texts of the basic 
independence documents of each of the 
American republics, including, in cases in 
which the original is still preserved, a fac- 
simile thereof, and, in addition, a historical 
essay by Charles C. Griffin and a prefatory 
note by Javier Malagén. The second volume 
of the series, the Epttome de la tblioteca 
oriental y occidental, ndutica y geogrdfica, of 
Antonio de Leén Pinelo, the first New World 
bibliography, has been readied for press. 

The Office of the Review has obtained 
collaboration from a number of leading li- 
braries of the Hemisphere—among others 
the U.S. Library of Congress, the National 
Library of Venezuela, the libraries of Har- 
vard and Columbia Universities—which has 
enabled it to establish and keep up to date 
a file of their acquisitions in the field of Amer- 
icana, especially works relating to Latin 
America. 

The Committee on Bibliography of the 
Organization of American States, established 
in 1953, of which the Office is the secretariat, 
has not as yet been able to initiate its func- 
tions. 


CoLumBus MemoriAL LIBRARY 


Acquisitions.—During the year, the 
Library added to the general collection 6,148 
books and pamphlets, 161 new periodical 
titles, 172 rolls of microfilm, 23 maps, 21,775 
international-agency documents, and 8,400 
copies (3 of each item) of Pan American 
Union publications and documents of the 
Organization of American States. There were 
815 additions to the photograph collection, 
which now numbers 19,415. To relieve con- 
gestion in the stacks, work was begun on the 
boxing of the periodical collection; also 1,436 
items were withdrawn, and records were 
adjusted accordingly. Material withdrawn 
was furnished in part to the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History. 


Pro ESssES.—The Library processed 4 
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total of 12,278 items, as follows: 2,878 new 
titles of books and pamphlets, 2,223 added 
copies and serial publications, 395 conference 
documents, 5,335 periodical articles indexed, 
815 photographs, and 632 miscellaneous 
(maps, music, etc.). A total of 1,383 volumes 
were bound, and 3,959 additions were made 
to the authority file of authors, which now 
totals 28,666. Multigraphing cards for use in 
the Library files totalled 10,056, including 
1,927 for the Statistical Institute. 

The Library processed 299 titles for the 
cooperative indexing program of the Library 
of Congress. The documents of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference were organized 
and carded, and progress was made with 
documents of the Specialized Conferences. 


Pusiic Services. —During 1954-55, 
61,310 items from the Library collection were 
circulated, an increase of 1.8 per cent over 
1954 and 48 per cent over 1951. Readers 
totalled 7,534. The number of reference 
questions answered increased 37.5 per cent 
over the previous year, to 15,612. The per- 
centage of inquiries received from Latin 
America is constantly rising. A total of 2,190 
volumes were sent on inter-library loan and 
774 were requested, as against 433 and 759 
in the preceding fiscal year. Bibliographies 
compiled numbered 124; requests therefor 
were greatly stimulated by publication of the 
titles in the January List of Books Ac- 
cessioned. Loans of photographs came to 
2,163, an increase of 24 per cent. These were 
requested chiefly for illustration purposes. 


PUBLICATIONS.—Twelve numbers of the 
monthly List of Books Accessioned and Peri- 
odical Articles Indexed were issued or sent, to 
press. Many contained special features, such 
as the International Federation of Library 
Associations’ report on the development of 
public libraries (September 1954), the Amer- 
ican Library Association’s terminology report 
(April 1955), and a list of institutions offering 
library-science courses (December 1954). 
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Two additions were made to the “Bibli- 
ographic” Series: Bibliography on Public 
Administration in Latin America, and the 
general index to Atenea. Sent to press was a 
Bibliografia de bibliotecas infantiles y esco- 
lares, and work was advanced on an index to 
Sur. The translation into Spanish of the 
Dewey Decimal Classification System was 
completed, and guides to libraries, periodi- 
cals, and the book trade in Latin America 
were in preparation, as well as an index to 
the three editions of the Bulletin of the Pan 
American Union. 


EXCHANGE AND DvupLicatTes.—Additions 
to the exchange list numbered 248. That list 
now includes a total of 2,804 libraries and 
other institutions. Lists of duplicates of 
publications on Latin America or by Latin 
American authors are periodically circulated 
to other libraries, and distribution is made 
according to requests received. Other mate- 
rial is forwarded to the United States Book 
Exchange and credited to the Library’s 
account; 8,949 items were distributed or 
sent to the Exchange in 1954-55. 


MIcROFILM AND PHoTocopy SERVICE.— 
During the year the Library microfilmed 
4,000 feet of periodicals for its own collection 
as part of the plan to preserve at least 10 
titles from different countries. The gap has 
now been closed between material already 
filmed and the date at which current micro- 
film subscriptions to newspapers began. Two 
thousand cards were filmed for the Inter- 
American Commission of Women; other 
requests came from as far away as Australia. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING.—Training in li- 
brary procedures was provided, for varying 
periods, for librarians or students from 
Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, and the 
United States. Special visits were again 
arranged for library-science students from 
Atlanta University, the Catholic University 
of America, and the University of North 
Carolina, and also for foreign librarians 
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touring the United States under the auspices 
of the Department of State and the American 
Library Association. 


MEETINGS AND TRAVEL.—Library person- 


nel participated in the mid-winter meeting of 
the American Library Association (Chicago) 
and the meetings of the Southwest Library 
Association (Albuquerque, New Mexico) and 
the Florida Library Association (Gaines- 
ville, Florida). A staff member was given 
leave to teach a course on children’s libraries 
for the Sociedad Econémica de Amigos del 
Pais in Havana, and to take part in a UNESco 
round table on the modern concept of library 
services. The Associate Librarian made tours 
of inspection to libraries in Brazil and Mex- 
ico, and in the latter country provided serv- 
ices of consultation in regard to the organiza- 
tion of the Central Library of the National 
University. 


OruEeR Activities.—The Library §ar- 
ranged, or participated in, several special 
exhibits, including one of Haitian art and a 
display of books from Honduras. The Li- 
brarian continued his series of radio book 
talks, and staff members lectured to pro- 
fessional organizations and at academic 
institutions. Articles were prepared for the 
Encyclopedia Americana, Library Literature, 
and the Argentine magazine Horizonte, and 
collaboration was lent to Unesco in the 
compilation of the annual Index Translatio- 
nem. 


Department of Administrative Services 


During the fiscal year, the Department of 
Administrative Services performed its regu- 
lar functions of a general fiscal and adminis- 
trative nature. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Office of the Director supervises and 
coordinates the work of the Department, 
prepares the budget of the Pan American 
Union, provides assistance to the Finance 


Committee of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion, and is responsible for issuing executive 
orders and administrative announcements, 
The management of investments and special 
funds for the Pan American Union is handled 
by the Director’s Office on its own initiative 
or with the advice of an investment counsel. 
In addition to his responsibilities as Treas- 
urer of the Pan American Union, the Director 
of the Department also performs certain 
duties as Treasurer of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau and of the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, and as 
custodian of several special funds. 

In conjunction with the Fiscal Division, 
the Director performs the necessary work in 
connection with the administration of the 
funds for which he is accountable. All vouch- 
ers covering disbursements out of the General 
Fund of the Pan American Union are ex- 
amined by the internal audit staff prior to 
payment, and periodic test checks are made 
of the accounts and records administered by 
the Treasurer. This work increases in volume 
as the activities of the Pan American Union 
continue to expand. The accounts and rec- 
ords, as well as business procedures, are also 
under continuous examination by the ex- 
ternal auditors. 

The Director of the Department studied 
the work of all the departments of the Pan 
American Union with a view to presenting 
their respective work programs in justifica- 
tion of the budget estimates for the fiscal 
year 1955-56. The Office of the Director was 
also responsible for the preparation of all 
budget estimates and the format of the bud- 
get. As stipulated by agreements, individual 
budgets were submitted for examination to 
the Finance Committee by the Inter-Ameri- 
can Institute of Agricultural Sciences, the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and His- 
tory, and the American International Insti- 
tute for the Protection of Childhood. 

Studies were also made by the Director’s 
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Office for the improvement of certain staff 
benefits as they pertain to group-hospitaliza- 
tion and surgical insurance, home travel, and 
parking privileges. The recommendations for 
increased benefits for group hospitalization 
and insurance and the provision for home 
travel were approved by the Council of the 
Organization for implementation during the 
fiscal year 1955-56. 

During the year, executive orders were 
issued by the Secretary General dealing with 
the establishment of the Office of Public 
Relations and the Office of Council Secre- 
tariat Services. Also certain administrative 
announcements were released relative to 
such matters as delegation to the Assistant 
Secretary General of the responsibility for 
directing the internal operations of the Pan 
American Union and its technical services; 
establishment of a planned program for 
evaluating suggestions submitted by mem- 
bers of the staff intended to contribute to 
the efficiency, economy, or other improve- 
ment in the operations of the Pan American 
Union; and assignment of space to staff 
members for meditation. 

The Health Unit under the supervision of 
the Office of the Director contributes to the 
well-being of the individual employees of the 
Pan American Union and thereby helps to 
increase their efficiency and productivity as 
well as to diminish time lost from work due 
to sickness. A monthly average of 600 sepa- 
rate services to employees of the Pan Ameri- 
can Union and their families, cafeteria em- 
ployees, and employees of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau and other inter-American 
agencies were rendered during the course of 
the year. The staff physician was available 
to employees for one hour twice weekly, and 
a registered nurse was on duty on a full- 
time basis. The number of appointments with 
the physician averaged about 50 a month 
in addition to 36 examinations for employ- 
ment. One hundred and sixty-two persons 
received 630 inoculations in the Health 


Unit. The required immunizations for foreign 
travel were given to all staff members travel- 
ling on official business. Certain employees 
of allied inter-American agencies received 
immunizations as well as employees and their 
families travelling for personal reasons. 


GENERAL SERVICES DIvISION 


PROCUREMENT.—Procurement orders proc- 
essed for the Pan American Union aggre- 
gated 1,755, which covered purchases of 
equipment, materials, and services amount- 
ing to approximately $800,000. In addition 
to fulfilling the requirements of the Pan 
American Union, the Division also arranged 
and supervised the shipment of material 
purchased for technical-cooperation projects, 
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences, and member governments. The 
consolidation of certain shipments before 
embarkation involved delivery of the items 
to the Pan American Union for checking, 
crating, and shipping to ports. The Division 
also handled the necessary documentation. 
During the year, 557 orders for publications, 
periodicals, binding, and microfilming were 
handled for the Columbus Memorial Li- 
brary. 


MESSENGER SERVICE.—The Message Cen- 
ter of the Pan American Union receives and 
distributes mail and other items to offices of 
the Union, to Delegations and official agen- 
cies. During the fiscal year it received, re- 
corded, and distributed 9,447 pieces of reg- 
istered mail, and it received and distributed 
284,658 pieces of ordinary mail. Incoming 
cables and telegraphic messages handled 
amounted to 1,982 and outgoing messages to 
1,759. Automobile deliveries of mail and 
other items in the headquarters area totalled 
10,503, and transportation was provided for 
the staff when required for the transaction of 
official business. The two vehicles operated 
by the Message Center travelled 18,361 
miles on official business in the Washington 
area during the year. , 








60 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS.—The Division 
made arrangements for 319 field trips by 
staff members, of which 85 were for personnel 
of the technical-cooperation projects. A total 
annual expenditure of $133,411 was made for 
these trips. This service included checking 
travel requests for authorization and infor- 
mation; obtaining time schedules and costs; 
planning itineraries and obtaining tickets 
and accommodations; and assisting in the 
preparation of expense accounts. 


CoNTRACTS AND INSURANCE.—Contracts 
executed consisted almost entirely of those 
for personal services of conference interpret- 
ers and language reviewers. Services con- 
tracted included: three interpreters for the 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, in 
Rio de Janeiro; six for the Inter-American 
Investment Conference in New Orleans; four 
for the Conference on Responsible Freedom 
at Columbia University, New York; four for 
the Inter-American Congress of Municipali- 
ties, in San Juan, Puerto Rico; and four for 
the Tenth Assembly of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti. (Complete arrangements were made 
for this Assembly but it was not held during 
the fiscal year.) 

According to insurance surveys conducted 
during the period covered in this report, 
the majority of the properties of the Pan 
American Union were revalued in light of 
current replacement values. All fire insur- 
ance on Pan American Union buildings was 
consolidated with one company. 


Recorps SEectTion.—The principal serv- 
ices rendered by this Section are the control 
and technical supervision of all records main- 
tained at centralized and decentralized loca- 
tions, the training of record-keeping personnel 
and periodic inspections of all Pan American 
Union record installations to determine the 
need for revisions in the system and additions 
or changes in plans for the ultimate retire- 
ment and disposition of record materials. 


During the fiscal year, a uniform system for 
the maintenance of official records was de- 
veloped and installed on a decentralized 
basis in about one half of the offices through- 
out the Pan American Union. A depository 
for the storage of semiactive and inactive 
records was started, and the conferences 
archives established and its indexing system 
developed. During July and August a pre- 
liminary course in records management was 
conducted for some 70 stenographic and 
clerical employees. In December the first 
records-disposal plan was prepared. Through 
transfer or disposal of semiactive and inactive 
materials, 76 filing cabinets were released for 
re-use with active files. 


OruerR Activities.—The maintenance of 
all typewriters is also assigned to the General 
Services Division in an endeavor to keep 
them in proper working order at all times. 
Small repairs and minor adjustments were 
made during the year to miscellaneous office 
equipment such as desks, chairs, filing equip- 
ment, etc. In addition, the Division 
inspected and maintained all office phones, 
lines and cables, and the central switch- 
board. The Pan American Union telephone 
directory and the administrative bulletin 
are prepared and issued by the General Serv- 
ices Division. 

To meet the need for additional storage 
facilities, the Division negotiated and _ ar- 
ranged for the renting of a storage warehouse 
in nearby Georgetown. The primary purpose 
of this storage facility is to relieve the cor- 
ridors and hallways of the Pan American 
Union from becoming depositories for pub- 
lications. The Division also assisted in 
servicing meetings of the Council of the 
Organization of American States and in 
handling special diplomatic matters related 
to licenses, customs clearances, etc. 


PERSONNEL DIVISION 


In providing assistance to the Pan Ameri- 
can Union and its staff, the Personnel Divi- 
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sion rendered services of an advisory nature 
to the executive officers, the Interdepart- 
mental Advisory Committee, and the several 
Department Directors in the implementation 
and policy formulation of the personnel pro- 
gram. The following activities in specific 
phases of personnel administration took 
place during the year. 


PLACEMENT AND RECRUITMENT.—The re- 
quirements of the Pan American Union with 
respect to recruitment have been properly 
fulfilled. Turnover in personnel has been 
reduced from last year’s figure of 8.6 per 
cent to 7 per cent. There were 50 separations, 
3 retirements, and 73 new appointments 
made to the staff; of these, 63 were Latin 
Americans and 10 were United States citi- 
zens. Internal reassignment and placement 
of staff members for personal or adminis- 
trative reasons involved five individuals as 
compared to four in the past reporting 
period. 


EMPLOYEE EvatuatTion.—The employee- 
evaluation program contrived on an annual 
basis and initiated this year is being carried 
on as planned under the control of the Divi- 
sion. Results indicate satisfactory appraisal 
of employee performance. 


Review oF Posritions.—In accordance 
with established regulations, the annual 
review of positions within the Pan American 
Union was continued. As a result of the sur- 
vey, certain positions were reclassified in the 
various departments, which indicates the 
broadening of the various substantive pro- 
grams of the Pan American Union as well as 
the development, through promotion, of a 
career-service staff. The Division has initi- 
ated a study of the existing position classi- 
fication plan and standards in order to meet 
the needs of the office. 


Starr Services.—The Division received 
approximately 10,000 staff visits, for coun- 
selling and other requests during the year. 
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These included (1) personal problems such 
as financial matters, housing, community 
facilities, health, and welfare; (2) on-the-job 
problems, such as classification, job assign- 
ments, working conditions, supervisor con- 
flicts, opportunities for improvement; and 
(8) occasional minor grievances which were 
settled. There were 27 employee applications 
to the Leo 8. Rowe Pan American Fund for 
financial aid, which were reviewed, investi- 
gated, and submitted to the Committee with 
observations and recommendations. Twenty- 
four of these applications were approved, 
one was withdrawn, and three were dis- 
allowed. 


TRAINING.—To familiarize new staff mem- 
bers with the organization, functions, poli- 
cies, and regulations of the Organization of 
American States and the Pan American 
Union, instructions were given by members 
of the Personnel Division in the native lan- 
guages of subject employees. Training ses- 
sions were also conducted to acquaint super- 
visory personnel with certain techniques 
designed to accomplish the application of 
recently approved personnel regulations to 
actual working conditions. Language courses 
in English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French 
as well as shorthand instruction in English 
and Spanish were offered to the staff. The 
courses lasted for 35 weeks comprising 750 
hours of instructional time. A total of 240 
participants were enrolled in the various 
training programs. 


OTHER AcTIviTIeEs.—A visit to the United 
Nations Secretariat by staff members of the 
Division proved beneficial as contacts were 
renewed for the exchange of technical infor- 
mation in the field of personnel relations, and 
initial steps were taken toward mutual con- 
sultation in other fields of administration. 
Mutual cooperation and assistance in the 
recruitment of personnel continued with 
certain other specialized agencies such as the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, the International 
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Bank, and the Food and Agriculture Organ- 
ization. 

The Pan American Union was represented 
by the Division at a significant meeting of the 
Civil Service Assembly of the United States 
and Canada in which a resolution was passed 
by the Assembly inviting the participation 
of Latin American institutions and indi- 
viduals in the discussion of international 
personnel administration. 

Certain activities of a contact and liaison 
nature took place during the year. The Chief 
of the Division delivered talks on the Organ- 
ization of American States and the Pan 
American Union to professional, school, and 
church groups in line with the public relations 
program established by the Secretary Gen- 
eral. The Division cooperated with the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Recreational Council in 
the development and evaluation of its 
program providing recreational and other 
facilities for employees. 


THE STAFF CoMMITTEE 


The Staff Committee, which is elected by 
staff members of the Pan American Union, is 
established for the purpose of maintaining 
regular liaison between the staff and the 
Secretary General. The Committee is em- 
powered to make proposals which it can 
discuss with the Secretary General, or such 
official as he may appoint, concerning im- 
provements in the conditions of the staff, 
particularly with regard to subjects of com- 
mon interest to the employees or affecting 
their welfare. During the past year, the 
Staff Committee cooperated in the following 
activities: assisted the Director of the De- 
partment of Administrative Services in 
drawing up a list of employees eligible for 
home travel, offered a special Pan American 
Week program of entertainment, set up the 
Alberto Lleras Library Fund, arranged a 
meeting of welcome for the new Secretary 
General, Dr. Carlos Davila, and collected 


money and clothing for the Haitian Hurri- 


cane Relief. 


PUBLICATIONS AND DISTRIBUTION 
DIVvISsION 


The promotional work of the Division was 
given increased emphasis during 1954-5), 
The scope of cooperation with governmental 
and nongovernmental organizations was 
widened to bring information on the work of 
the Organization of American States and 
the Pan American Union, as well as its pub- 
lications, to new audiences throughout the 
Hemisphere. Comparative figures for the 
Division’s sales of publications are given 
below: 


Year Income from Sales of Publications 
1954-55............. $119,346.77 
1953-54............. 102,917.07 
DODZ HOS 6:4 5.5:5:0:6.0:0,0000'8 65,290.03 
LG) re 63,709.44 


The continued systematic promotion of 
Américas resulted in receipts from sales of 
$71,112.12 as against $67,241.05 in 1953-54 
—an increase of 5.7 per cent. The use of 
advertising media, exhibits of publications, 
direct mailings, and releases to newspapers 
and magazines, as well as correspondence 
and personal contacts with public and pri- 
vate organizations in promoting all Pan 
American Union publications, resulted in an 
over-all increase of 15.8 per cent in income 
from sales during the fiscal year. 

In June 1955, a representative of the Divi- 
sion visited Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
and Panama to study local distribution 
methods and to discuss promotional possi- 
bilities with Pan American Union sales 
agents, government officials, officials of uni- 
versities, libraries, newspapers, and other 
publicity media. Plans were made for direct- 
mail campaigns for Américas in Costa Rica, 
Cuba, El Salvador, and Venezuela and for 
non-periodical publications in Colombia, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Panama, as 
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well as plans for exhibits and other promo- 
tional activities in all the countries for 1955- 
56. Substantial orders for fundamental- 
education booklets were obtained during the 
trip. 

To give the work of the Organization of 
American States and the Pan American Union 
and its publications the widest publicity pos- 
sible, the Division furnished informational 
and promotional material to over 44,000 
correspondents, largely made up of teachers, 
librarians, and group leaders, as well as 
material for display and distribution at con- 
ferences and meetings dedicated to the dis- 
cussion of inter-American affairs. 

In January 1955, the Division opened a 
bookshop in the Main Building of the Pan 
American Union to facilitate the purchase of 
Pan American Union publications by the 
many yearly visitors. Groups from schools, 
colleges, and organizations interested in 
inter-American affairs, as well as individuals 
visiting the Pan American Union, are finding 
this service of great convenience, and sales 
are increasing. 

The Chief of the Publications Division, 
acting as Secretary of the Pan American 
Union Publications Committee, assisted in 
compiling necessary information and in 
preparing reports on the serial and periodical 
publications for presentation to the Council 
Committee on Publications and Public In- 
formation. He also served as Coordinator for 
the Pan American Union Offices in Latin 
America, which have been established in 
Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, Peru, and Ecuador. 
Non-promotional activities which were per- 
formed by the Division include: 


Malt SEcTION.—Promotion pieces 
mailed, 335,705; packages wrapped for mail- 
ing in the United States, 114,982, outside the 
United States, 64,553; letter mail processed, 
158,364. 


ADDRESSOGRAPH SECTION.—Pieces assem- 
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bled, 2,323,632; pieces mailed, 1,679,140; 
pieces addressed, 1,521,903; plates proc- 
essed, 30,652. 


Srockroom.—Copies accessioned, 1,300,- 
225; copies issued, 641,780. 


In addition to its regular work, the Divi- 
sion was delegated by the Pan American 
Day Committee the responsibility for coordi- 
nating the reproduction of material and 
handling its distribution for Pan American 
Day and Week, 1955. The Division prepared, 
reviewed, and translated several of the items 
in the Pan American Day kits; prepared 
numerous letters and releases; edited the 
Spanish translations; and distributed 215,000 
advance announcements and 200,000 kits of 
material. 


MIMEOGRAPHING AND DUPLICATING 
DIvIsIoN 


The volume of work performed during the 
fiscal year by the Division may be described 
in the following manner: 


Number of jobs handled...... 5,010 
Mimeograph stencils printed. 20, 554 
Mimeograph impressions. .... 5,539, 532 
Multigraph-lines of type set. . 3,541 
Multigraph impressions...... 279,616 
Direct offset plates printed... 19,990 
Photolitho negatives made... 7,076 
Photolitho plates made...... 3,159 
Litho impressions............ 21,571,675 


Mimeograph work increased over last year 
by over one million impressions, while multi- 
graph work declined. An increase was shown 
in the use of direct plates and photolitho 
plates. 

In addition to performing regular dupli- 
cating services, the Division is also responsi- 
ble for the cutting, stitching, and binding of 
each completed job. 


PRINTING DIVISION 


New jobs received and put into production 
by the Printing Division within the past 
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fiscal year totalled 838 titles processed, as 
follows: 


Office of the Secretary General...... 78 
Office of the Assistant Secretary Gen- 
TILE Uk, Sap tse ot ne meas Cermnre 95 
Department of Economic and Social 
PNET oss oie fattest ve yeceis aie orien teens fo 00 218 
Department of International Law... 97 
Department of Cultural Affairs..... 268 
Department of Administrative Ser- 
WADERS ccecacotiscatece hae piers aor sote niece ohio 82 
ANGUS k ad ce Wiper nein aetna ners 838 


The above number of orders represents an 
approximate increase of 21 per cent over the 
amount produced last year. Orders processed 
included the “Visit”? Series; Spanish, Eng- 
lish, Portuguese, and French issues of the 
Annals of the Organization of American States; 
several numbers of the Boletin de misica y 
artes visuales and certain periodicals such as 
Panorama and Revista Interamericana de 
Bibliografta; and printing of catalogs, adver- 
tising, and music programs. 

In preparing material for printing, layouts 
are designed, typography planned, and paste- 
ups made ready for photographing. In the 
preparation of material to be printed 
contractually, manuscripts are copy-edited, 
specifications prepared, bids obtained, pro- 
curement orders made, typography planned, 
layouts designed, proofs reviewed, and in- 
voices checked. 

Other work performed during the year 
involved the preparation of maps and charts 
by the technicians of the Division for inclu- 
sion in booklets and other publications which 
were used at various national and interna- 
tional conferences. 


BvuILDINGS AND GROUNDS DIVISION 


Improvements and repairs accomplished 
during the year included the complete re- 
finishing of the interior of the Secretary Gen- 
eral’s residence which covered needed re- 
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plastering, repainting of all rooms and hall- 
ways, rewiring, tile-setting, etc. All rooms, 
hallways, and stairwells were also repainted 
on the south side of the first floor in the Main 
Building. Five-hundred and two crates and 
boxes were constructed for outgoing ship- 
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ments of material from the Pan American | 
Union and over 100 frames were made for | 


maps and pictures. In cooperation with the 
Visual Arts Section, six large displays were 
made, painted, and crated for shipment. Sev- 
eral rooms and hallways were repainted in 
the Administration Building and _ special 
tray racks and food display cabinets were 
constructed for the use of the cafeteria. 

The Division handled all the physical ar- 
rangements for 203 special events and ex- 
hibits held at the Pan American Union dur- 
ing the year. 

The cleaning of the Administration and 
Américas Buildings was handled by. outside 
contract, as in the previous year, while the 
cleaning of the Main Building continued to 
be done by the Division. The gardening staff 
attended to the maintenance of approxi- 
mately five acres of grounds. 


FiscaL Division 


FINANCES.—Quota assessments for the 
fiscal year 1954-55 amounted to $3,159,941 
(the same total as for the year 1953-54). Of 
this amount $2,534,486 (including $34,560 
for quotas paid in advance prior to July 1, 
1954), or 80.21 per cent, has been collected, 
leaving an unpaid balance of $625,455. Col- 
lections of unpaid quota assessments for 
prior years amounted to $270,480, or 57.44 
per cent. Total quota assessments outstand- 
ing as of June 30, 1955, amounted to $825,888 
and according to years were as follows: 


BOG ZED Bs: 5: 55156 «tas s-tiasistets $ 88,937 
IS ERG sis on als or ceysre sh tec 111,496 
OAD os isige srsieiagrosiace 625, 455 

otal. sheen. aes $825, 888 


The uncollected amounts are not reflected 
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in the current year’s operations because 
revenue from quotas is recorded on a cash 
collection basis. Prepayments of quota as- 
sessments for the fiscal year 1955-56 were 
$16,473 and are carried, accordingly, as a 
deferred item in the statement of assets, 
liabilities, and accountability for funds, 
Exhibit I of the Financial Report.! 


The appropriations for the year were origi- 
nally approved by resolution of the Council 
of the Organization of American States in 
the sum of $3,186,941. During the year, 
however, they were increased to $3,228,191 
by approval of the Council. The details of 
the increases are given in Exhibit III of the 
Financial Report which also reports all trans- 
fers between chapters of the Budget, and the 
authorities permitting such transfers. 


Leo 8. Rowe Pan American Funp.— 
The purposes of the Leo S. Rowe Pan Amer- 
ican Fund have been indicated in page 52 of 
this report. The financial transactions per- 
taining to this Fund will be found in Part II 
of the Financial Report. Total assets at the 
close of the year were $846,728.28 compared 
10 $810,942.81 at the beginning, an increase 
of $35,785.47. 


PROGRAM OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION.— 
As a participating agency in the Program of 
Technical Cooperation of the Organization of 
American States, the Pan American Union 
directs and administers three technical as- 
sistance projects enumerated as follows: 


Project 10, Inter-American Training Center 
for Economic and Financial Statistics, San- 
tiago, Chile. 

Project 22, Inter-American Housing Center, 
Bogoté, Colombia. 

Project 26, Inter-American Rural Normal 
School, Rubio, Venezuela. 


Accounts for the projects are maintained 
by the Division. Monthly statements of the 
disbursements made by the centers in local 
currencies for operation are audited in the 


! See pp. 100-101. 
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Washington office, and separate reports are 
prepared covering (1) project-center trans- 
actions in Latin American currencies; (2) 
project-center transactions translated into 
dollars; and (3) Washington office transac- 
tions in dollars. Combined statements are 
then prepared for distribution to show all 
transactions of each project in dollars or 
their equivalent at current free rates of ex- 
change. In addition to the project accounts, 
the Treasurer of the Pan American Union, 
as Custodian, maintains separate accounts 
for recording the transactions of the Special 
Account of the Program of Technical Coop- 
eration of the Organization of American 
States. 


RETIREMENT AND Pension Funp.—The 
Director of the Department, as Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Pan American Union 
Retirement and Pension Fund, is responsible 
for all fiscal matters, secretarial work, and 
technical services in the operation of the 
Fund. A separate annual report, on a calen- 
dar-year basis, with financial statements, is 
available for the year ended December 31, 
1954. Participants in the plan, besides staff 
members of the Pan American. Union, include 
those of the Inter-American Institute of 
Agricultural Sciences, the Inter-American 
Indian Institute, certain employees of the 
Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History, civilian employees of the -Inter- 
American Defense Board, and some employ- 
ees of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. 


Office of Public Relations 


Shortly after Dr. Carlos Davila assumed 
the office of Secretary General, he began to 
reorganize and rebuild the former Office of 
Public Information with a view to providing 
the Pan American Union with a modern 
and effective public information section. 

After the changes resulting from this de- 
cision were made, the Office of Public Rela- 
tions, together with the necessary staff for 
performing its duties, was established in 
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November 1954. Its area of activity was 
enlarged and the Office itself was placed 
under the administrative jurisdiction of the 
Secretary General. 

As its name indicates, the Office of Public 
Relations is responsible not only for directing 
and carrying out the publicity campaigns of 
the Organization but also for establishing 
contacts with the many agencies that work 
in the vast field of public relations, and co- 
operating with them in publicity activities 
that will directly or indirectly be of benefit to 
the Organization. 

In the period from the reorganization of the 
Office to the close of the present fiscal year, 
it has worked diligently, with highly en- 
couraging results. 

The new policy of the Office began to bear 
fruits in November 1954, the month of its 
reorganization, on the occasion of the 
Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy, 
held in Rio de Janeiro, which was given wide 
publicity by the press throughout the Ameri- 
cas and in the rest of the world. 

However, it was in April 1955 when the 
65th Anniversary of the birth of the Inter- 
American System was celebrated (Pan Amer- 
ican Day and Pan American Week), that the 
effectiveness of the work that the Office had 
done could be best observed. In cooperation 
with the press and the radio and television 
networks of Latin America, the United 
States, and Canada, the celebration of this 
date that is of such importance to the Hemi- 
sphere was given the greatest publicity thus 
far recorded. “Coffee Day” was celebrated 
for the first time, as part of the commem- 
orative festivities, a fact that was widely 
noted by the press of the Hemisphere. 

The participation of government agencies, 
schools and universities, civic clubs, pro- 
fessional organizations, religious and labor 
groups, business associations, etc., in the 
celebration of Pan American Week in the 
United States was much greater than it had 
been in previous years. 
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By courtesy of the National Broacasting 
Company and over its television network, 
one of the numbers in a program prepared 
for Pan American Week was presented, with 
noteworthy success, directly from the Pan 
American Union, to the television audience of 
the United States. The staff of the Office was 
in charge of all details of the number: script, 
technical direction, costuming, etc. 





The Office of Public Relations gave all 
possible assistance to the organizers and 
sponsors of the Inter-American Investment | 
Conference, held in New Orleans in Feb- 
ruary-March 1955. 

Starting in April 1955, the Washington 
Daily News published a series of 22 weekly 
messages dedicated to inter-Americanism and 
each of the American republics. The afore- 
said messages were signed in some instances 
by the Chiefs of State and in others, by the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs. The entire cost 
of this publicity program was defrayed by 
the United States firm of Robert J. Enders, 
as its contribution to the Pan American 
cause. 

The constant efforts of the Office to pub- 
licize the work that the Organization is doing 
and to acquaint the people of the United 
States with each member country and its 
cultural, technical, scientific, etc., develop- 
ment, have achieved positive results. By 
arrangement with the principal radio and 
television networks, several Ambassadors, 
the Secretary General, and many officials of 
the Pan American Union took part in 10 of 
the regularly-scheduled round-table _ pro- 
grams in which present-day problems were 
discussed. 

The Office continued to cooperate with 
various United States civic organizations 
and help them with programs designed to 
familiarize the public with the work of the 
Organization and its various Specialized 
Organizations, as well as with the principal 
characteristics of every member country. 

As to internal relations, the Office has 
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coordinated its work with that of the other 
offices of the Pan American Union and offered 
them the fullest cooperation in all activities 
redounding to the benefit of the Union. It 
has likewise acted as a means of publicizing 
the work of the other offices and served as a 
point of contact with all outside institutions. 
It should be mentioned that all the offices of 
the Pan American Union, and particularly 
the Publications and Distribution Division, 
have cooperated most enthusiastically with 
the Office of Public Relations to enable it to 
perform its work effectively. 

The Office sponsored and organized, on its 
own initiative, various cultural programs, 
held both in and outside the Pan American 
Union, in which Latin American and United 
States artists took part. In close collaboration 
with the Music and Visual Arts Section and 
the Special Services Section, the Office helped 
in the presentation of various art exhibits, 
concerts, lectures, round-table discussions, 
and other social events. 

The Office also offered its cooperation to 
national committees within the United States 
in their preparations for the celebration of 
Columbus Day and also in the work that is 
being done to organize the Caravan of the 
Americas (a traveling exhibit of Latin Amer- 
ican industries and products that will be 
circulated throughout the United States in 
1956). 


Press SECTION 


Since November 1954, when the Public 
Relations Office and program were reorgan- 
ied, this Section has greatly intensified its 
activities. The two objectives sought through 
this increase in activities were (1) a greater 
dissemination of news items about and more 
attention to all activities of the Organization 
and its General Secretariat in the press of 
Latin America; and (2) a campaign to get 
the news agencies of the United States to 
give more publicity, not only to the activities 
of the Organization but also to life in the 
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Latin American republics, heretofore al- 
most completely unknown to the greater part 
of the people in the United States. 

To attain its first objective the Section 
has been publishing the Boletin semanal de 
noticias de la Unién Panamericana. This 
release is not for general distribution but is 
sent to the principal newspapers in the 
leading Latin American cities. There are 150 
newspapers on the mailing list at present. 
The release contains material of a general 
nature concerning the principal events that 
have occurred during the week at the head- 
quarters of the Organization of American 
States or elsewhere in the United States if 
related in any way to Pan Americanism. 

The new Boletin has met with a very 
favorable reception. Several newspapers are 
now publishing its entire contents in a 
special section entitled ““News of the Organi- 
zation of American States”, ‘“News of the 
Pan American Union’’, and so forth. Other 
newspapers are publishing the items sepa- 
rately and identifying the news source. 
Consideration is being given to the possibil- 
ity of publishing it twice a week in the 
future, instead of once a week. 

Other new activities are the regular trans- 
mittal to the Latin American press of special 
articles, editorial in tone, on economic, 
cultural, and other topics, written by mem- 
bers of the Section or staff members of the 
Pan American Union, and the furnishing of 
especially prepared bulletins to a specific 
country whenever the news is of special 
interest to that country. 

To attain its second objective the Section 
broadened its contacts with newspaper 
correspondents in the United States and, in 
several instances, established direct contacts 
with publishers of important newspapers. It 
also stepped up the rate at which it supplies 
news items and articles on topics of special 
interest to the public in the United States, 
in addition to other news copy of real value 
to journalists in the United States. These 
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efforts have not been in vain and have be- 
gun to bear fruit. 

The photographic service has increased 
five-fold. All activities at the Pan American 
Union or connected with the Inter-American 
System have been given photographic cover- 
age, and prints have been sent to the princi- 
pal newspapers throughout this Hemisphere. 
The Section made arrangements to supply 
the photographic services of the United 
Press, the Associated Press, and the United 
States Information Agency with photo- 
graphs for distribution to their clients in 
Latin America and Canada. 

The Carta aérea, a semimonthly publica- 
tion in Spanish and Portuguese, has been 
published regularly. Its articles and news 
concerning the Pan American Union are 
different from those found in the Boletin de 
noticias. It is sent to 850 newspapers and 
magazines throughout the Hemisphere, to 
various news agencies, and to a large number 
of libraries and other cultural institutions of 
the Americas and Europe. 

Know the Americas, a release published 
regularly in English, with articles on the 
history, economy, and culture of the Ameri- 
can peoples, and on the most important 
aspects of their progress in general, has 
continued to be published. It is now issued 
three times a month, instead of twice, and 
efforts are being made to publish it in the 
future on a weekly basis. In the period it 
has been appearing Know the Americas has 
won great prestige with the press of the 
United States. Mention should also be made 
of the fact that the New York Times has 
been publishing articles from the release 
regularly since January this year. 

The writers of the Section have covered 
regularly all the meetings of the Council of 
the Organization and also all inter-American 
activities, both public and private, at the 
Pan American Union and elsewhere. They 
have also, as part of their work, cooperated 
in every way possible with the correspond- 
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ents of news agencies, newspapers, and 
magazines, whose assignment is to cover the 
activities of the Organization of American 
States. 


RADIO AND TELEVISION SECTION 


Between October 1954 and June 1955, the 
Radio and Television Section doubled its 
production of radio programs, established 
the first series of programs in Spanish for 
the Spanish-speaking sectors of the United 
States population, organized regular short- 
wave programs, and prepared the first 
regular television program (black-and-white) 
that the Pan American Union has had. It 
also prepared and planned much more 
extensive operations for the present fiscal 
year. 

On radio, a total of 104 programs were 
presented over the coast-to-coast network of 
the American Broadcasting Company, which 
has 300 stations throughout the country, 
and 70 regional programs were broadcast 
over the Rural Radio Network (22 stations), 
and the Union Broadcasting System (21 
stations), which together cover the eastern 
and northwestern sections of the country. 

A total of 504 programs were also provided 
to the following independent stations: wol, 
WWDC, WBUZ, WGNT, WASH and wopon, Wash- 
ington, D.C., wert, Gettysburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, and wsmr, New Orleans. 

These English-language programs were 
heard in 46 states of the United States, in- 
cluding all the important cities and _ the 
most densely populated sections of the 
country. A survey to determine the number 
of listeners would have been very costly 
and therefore could not be made. It was 
estimated, however, on the basis of the com- 
ments sent to us by the various stations, 
that these programs had a radio audience o 
approximately 25 million people. During 
this period, week-end broadcasts were made 
from the Pan American Union to all parts of 
the country. 
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The Pan American Union programs were 
also broadcast in Spanish to the states in 
the Southwest, where the percentage of 
Spanish-speaking people in the radio au- 
dience is greater than in any other part of 
the country, over the following stations: 
KIFN, Phoenix, Arizona; kKcor, San An- 
tonio, Texas, and Kwkw, Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia. Each station transmitted 42 programs, 
making a total of 126 programs, all in the 
Spanish language. There were 964 programs 
in all broadcast in the United States. 

Fourteen concerts and three lectures, 
broadcast over station WASH, were heard 
in the District of Columbia. 

A special series of five programs on the 
Organization of American States was sent 
to station wr of Detroit. 

On short wave, the Section cooperated 
from time to time with stations WRUL of 
Boston and kG@et of Stanford, California. 
Programs presenting important activities of 
the Council of the Organization and the 
principal events that took place in the Hall 
of the Americas were also organized in 
cooperation with the Voice of America. 

For Pan American Week, a contract was 
signed with rca Victor, which distributed 
to 3,500 disc jockeys special recordings of 
the Secretary General’s greeting to the 
people of the Americas. Complete sets of 
publicity material for Pan American Day, 
were also sent to all rca Victor distributors, 
for distribution to record shops throughout 
the United States, together with additional 
material. A series of spot announcements 
was sent to the 5,000 member stations of 
the American Association of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters. The stations used 
them during Pan American Week to inform 
the public on the significance of the date. 
Stills of the Pan American Union building, 
with an accompanying announcement, were 
also sent to local television stations. 

During the period between January and 
June, 7,930 copies were distributed of a 
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booklet containing recipes for Latin Ameri- 
can dishes, together with publicity material 
on the Organization of American States and 
a list of Pan American Union publications. 

On the Saturday afternoon program of 
popular Latin American music, broadcast 
over the American Broadcasting Company 
network and heard throughout the country, 
the magazine Américas has been advertising 
regularly. If this advertising had been done 
through commercial channels it would have 
cost several thousand dollars, because each 
station broadcasting spot announcements 
would have had to be paid individually. 

Fourteen Ambassadors, Representatives 
on the Council of the Organization of 
American States, and also members of all 
the departments, divisions, and sections of 
the Pan American Union have been inter- 
viewed on national and international radio 
programs in English and Spanish. All aspects 
of the work and activities of the Organization 
of American States have been given the 
widest publicity. 

In the field of television, guests were 
presented on various local programs during 
Pan American Week and other occasions. 
Preparations were also made for the program 
that is now being presented regularly over 
station WMAL-TV of the American Broad- 
casting Company network. 


SPECIAL SERVICES SECTION 


During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1955, 
the Section of Special Services of the Office 
of Public Relations organized or assisted in 
presenting 105 functions as compared to 78 
of the previous year. Thirty-three receptions 
and luncheons were held, which involved 
the preparation and distribution of invita- 
tions, selection of the menus, music and 
flowers, and personally arranging, decorat- 
ing, and supervising the cleaning of the 
building. 

For evening events it was necessary for 
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the Chief and his Assistant to work 328 
hours beyond their regular working hours. 

Assistance was also rendered to other 
offices of the Pan American Union in arrang- 
ing physical facilities and the drafting and 
issuing of invitations for concerts, lectures, 
motion picture showings, and a variety of 
other special events. 

In connection with invitations sent out 
for these events the Section maintains and 
keeps up to date the names and addresses 
of some 8,000 persons. 

Arrangements for meetings and socials of 
outside organizations given the hospitality 
of the building are made in this office. 

The Section has acted as Social Secretariat 
for the Secretary General and his family 
and for many of the Ambassadors, members 
of the Council. This work entailed making 
appointments for official and social calls, 
acknowledging invitations, writing “thank 
you” letters, writing speeches, telegrams, etc. 

The Section also compiled and prepared 
five issues of the Directory of the Organization 
of American States with a distribution of 
10,000 copies. Each issue contained ap- 
proximately 1,900 items, including the 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, and 
office hours of the delegations. 


AMERICAS 


Américas completed its sixth year of 
publication in March 1955. As the monthly 
illustrated magazine of the Organization of 
American States, designed for the general 
public, the English, Spanish, and Portuguese 
editions continued to present objective and 
up-to-date information on the Organization 
of American States, its member countries, 
and inter-American affairs. This year’s 
articles covered such widely ranging topics 
as the women’s vote in Costa Rica; integra- 
tion in the public schools of the United 
States as seen by an American Negro; the 
coffee industry in Colombia and the wine 
industry in Chile; the Technological Institute 
in Monterrey as a revolutionary develop- 
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ment in Mexican education; a portrait of 
the metropolis of Buenos Aires; an interview 
with the Chilean President of the Interna- 
tional Association of Lions Clubs; the public- 
health victory in the battle against yaws in 
Haiti; a profile of the Brazilian architect of 
world-wide renown, Burle Marx; discussions 
of Argentine movies and detective stories in 
Spanish. 

With the September 1954 issue, the 
Portuguese edition of Américas began 
publishing in Rio de Janeiro. This change 


was made to cut production costs and in- | 


crease the Brazilian distribution. 
Also with a view to cutting costs, Américas 
began using a self-cover in the June 1955 
English edition, which is equivalent to the 
July 1955 Spanish and Portuguese editions. 
Américas published a number of special 
issues during the year. The second annual 
travel issue proved enormously popular with 
readers. A special poetry issue, examining 
points of similarity as well as differing aspects 
of poetry in all the countries of the Western 
Hemisphere, was also widely acclaimed. 
Because of translation difficulties in this 
specialized field, the magazine does not 
publish poetry in its regular numbers; there- 
fore, this special issue was planned with 
the guidance of a professional poet to fill 
that gap. Another special issue was planned 
in connection with the 65th anniversary of 
the Organization of American States. Besides 
a lead article by the Chairman of the Council 
of the Organization of American States that 
took stock of the Organization’s progress to 
date, it included a vivid picture story on 
the activities of the Organization throughout 
the Hemisphere; extensive coverage of how 
the Organization celebrated its anniversary; 
and reprints of articles about the Organiza- 
tion of American States from Western 
Hemisphere newspapers and magazines. 


GENERAL PUBLICATIONS SECTION 


During the last fiscal year, the work 0 
this section was divided almost equally into 
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two main classes: (1) production of general 
publications for sale to the public; and (2) 
public-information and institutional mate- 
rial. The former included the rewriting of 
old titles, or publications out of print, in 
the following series: ‘American Nations”, 
“Commodity”, and “Young Readers”; also 
miscellaneous titles. Nine titles in all were 
prepared during 1954-55. 

The bulk of the material classified as 
“public information and institutional” was 
prepared in conjunction with the celebration 
of Pan American Day and the 65th anni- 
versary of the founding of the Organization 
of American States. This was not strictly 
editorial work, as it included such media as 
radio, TV, and exhibits. The varied produc- 
tion of this type of material may be briefly 
summarized as follows: 

1. Special articles of a serious nature on 
the historical development of the Pan 
American Union and the Organization of 
American States, highlights and outstanding 
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personalities since 1890, prepared in jour- 
nalistic style for distribution to magazines 
and newspapers, or for use as radio scripts 
and background, and including such titles 
as “The First Inter-American Conference’’, 
“Architects of the Inter-American System”’, 
etc. 

2. Leaflets specially prepared for the Pan 
American Day packet, of which there were 
three, entitled: Pan American Day Dishes, 
The Rumba, and Suggested Costumes for Pan 
American Day; also a new “Introduction 
to...” leaflet on the United States. 

3. Short, popular messages in the form 
of letters, or for special purposes. 

4. Visual material, such as the permanent 
exhibit ‘This is the OAS” prepared jointly 
with the Visual Arts Section. 

5. Radio and TV, including live and tape- 
recorded interviews and TV appearances to 
promote Pan American Day and the Latin- 
American recipe book Qué Rico! published 
in 1955. 


VIII 


THE SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES AND OTHER INTER-AMERICAN 
MEETINGS 


In accordance with the Charter of the 
Organization, the Specialized Conferences 
meet to deal with special technical matters 
or to develop specific aspects of inter-Ameri- 
can cooperation, when it is so decided by 
the Inter-American Conference or the Meet- 
ing of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs, when inter-American agreements so 
provide, or when the Council of the Organi- 
zation considers it necessary, either on its 
own initiative or at the request of one of its 
organs or of one of the Specialized Organiza- 
tions. 

The following list covers only technical 
meetings held during 1954-55 and open to 
participation by all member states of the 
Organization, including several attended also 
by non-American delegates or observers but 
primarily inter-American in character and 
closely integrated with the program of the 





Organization. In this chronological list, the 
names of the Inter-American Specialized 
Conferences are indicated by an asterisk. 
The list is followed by summaries of the 
various meetings, which are grouped. under 
“Inter-American Specialized Conferences” 
and “Other Inter-American Meetings” whose 
results have been reported to the General 
Secretariat. 


1. Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American Tech- 

nical Committee on Cacao (Turrialba, Costa 

Rica, July 4-10, 1954) 

Sixth Pan American Highway Congress 

(Caracas, Venezuela, July 11-23, 1954) 

3. First Latin American Congress on Mental 
Health (Sao Paulo, Brazil, July 15-20, 1954) 

4, Fourth Inter-American Congress of Sanitary 
Engineering (Sao Paulo, Brazil, July 25-31, 
1954) 

_5. Fourth Pan American Congress of Pediatrics 
(Sao Paulo, Brazil, August 1-7, 1954) 
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*§6. Third Inter-American Indian Conference 
(La Paz, Bolivia, August 2-12, 1954) 

*7. Fourteenth Pan American Sanitary Confer- 
ence (Santiago, Chile, October 7-22, 1954) 

8. Second Ibero-American Congress on Social 
Security (Lima, Peru, October 12-26, 1954) 

9. Second Inter-Ibero-American Congress on 
Education (Quito, Ecuador, October 15-22, 
1954) 

10. Third Inter-American Conference on Account- 
ing (Sao Paulo, Brazil, November 13-20, 1954) 

11. First Inter-American Conference of Public 
Law Administration (Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
November 21-27, 1954) 

12. Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council 
(Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Econ- 
omy) (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, November 22- 
December 2, 1954) 

13. Fifth Inter-American Congress of Munici- 
palities (San Juan, Puerto Rico, December 
2-7, 1954) 

14. Inter-American Seminar on Secondary Edu- 
cation (Santiago, Chile, December 29, 1954- 
January 29, 1955) 

15. Second Hispano-Luso-American and Philip- 

pine Penal and Penitentiary Congress (Sao 

Paulo, Brazil, January 19-25, 1955) 

Tenth Pan American Child Congress (Pan- 

ama City, Panama, February 6-12, 1955) 

17. Sixth Meeting of the Latin American Con- 
gress of Physical Medicine (Lima, Peru, Feb- 
ruary 15-20, 1955) 

18. Inter-American Investment Conference (New 
Orleans, United States, February 28-March 
3, 1955) 

19. Fifth Session of the Inter-American Confer- 
ence on Social Security (Caracas, Venezuela, 
March 16-26, 1955) 

20. Second Latin American Electroencephalo- 
graphical Congress (Montevideo, Uruguay, 
March 21-24, 1955) 

21. Sixth Latin American Congress on Neuro- 
surgery (Montevideo, Uruguay, March 21-24, 
1955) 

22. Third Inter-American Meeting on Livestock 
Production (Fao) (Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
April 18-30, 1955) 

23. Fifth Inter-American Congress of Radiology 
(Washington, D. C., United States, April 
24-29, 1955) 

24. Fifth Session of the Petroleum Committee of 
the International Labor Organization (Cara- 
cas, Venezuela, April 25-May 7, 1955) 

25. Tenth Assembly of the Inter-American Com- 


*16. 


mission of Women (San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
May 29-June 18, 1955) 

*26. Third Inter-American Statistical Conference 
(Petropolis, Brazil, June 9-22, 1955) 


Inter-American Specialized Conferences 


SrxtH Pan AMERICAN 
Hicgoway CONGRESS 


Convoked as a Specialized Conference by 
the Council of the Organization of American 
States, this Congress was held at Caracas, 
Venezuela, July 11-23, 1954, pursuant to a 
decision of the Fifth Pan American Highway 
Congress (Lima, 1951). The Regulations and 
Agenda were drawn up by the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council. 

All of the American republics except Costa 
Rica and Guatemala sent official delegates 
to this meeting. Organizations represented 
were the Organization of American States, 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, the Inter-American Federation of 
Automobile Clubs, the American Road 
Builders’ Association, and the International 
Road Federation. There were also a number 
of organizations, as well as individual ob- 
servers, invited by the Organizing Commit- 
tee. 

The Congress adopted 53 resolutions. Of 
particular importance is Resolution |, 
which recommended that future Congresses 
be convoked and conducted in accordance 
with the Organization Plan of the Pan 
American Highway Congresses. (This Plan 
was later considered and approved by the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States.) 

Other significant resolutions dealt with a 
plan for financing the Pan American High- 
way System (11); the general route of that 
System and alternate Pan American High- 
way connections (viI—viir); uniform identi- 
fication symbols for road guides, maps, ete. 
(x—x1); studies by the Permanent Executive 
Committee for the purpose of establishing a 
uniform highway-system nomenclature 
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(xxxv); an order of priority for the various 
phases of construction of the Highway 
System (xiv); jurisdiction of the Permanent 
Executive Committee for clarifying discrep- 
ancies with respect to international junction 
points between adjoining countries (xv); 
and cooperation of interested organizations 
in inter-American road development (xvi). 
Also worth noting are the following recom- 
mendations: that the governments that have 
not yet adhered to the 1949 Geneva Con- 
vention and 1943 Washington Convention 
be requested to do so (xx); that the govern- 
ments consider the possible adoption of 
Minimum Uniform Regulations recom- 
mended for issuance of drivers’ licenses 
pursuant to their national legislation and 
regulations (xx); that the Permanent 
Executive Committee compile and distribute 
information regarding highway-construction 
and maintenance equipment (xxi); that 
the governments acquire and_ establish 
right-of-ways with a minimum width of 60 
meters for main highways and 30 meters for 
secondary roads (xxvi); that the govern- 
ments give preferential attention to highway 
maintenance work (xxx); and that the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council 
convoke a meeting of traffic experts before 
the Seventh Pan American Highway Con- 
gress (XXXIX). : 
In Resolution xttv, the Congress desig- 
nated the following countries as the seats of 
the various Technical Committees of Ex- 
perts provided for in Article 10 of the Or- 
ganization Plan: Peru (Committee on 
Development of Government Highway 
Agencies), Brazil (Committee on Planning), 
Venezuela (Committee on Financing), and 
Argentina (Committee on Terminology). 
The Congress also elected as members of 
the Permanent Executive Committee the 
following five countries: Argentina, Brazil, 
Mexico, Peru, and the United States, to- 
gether with Venezuela, the host country of 
the Sixth Congress, and Panama, which was 
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designated as the seat of the Seventh Con- 
gress, to be held in 1957 (xLu—x.111). 


TuirD INTER-AMERICAN 
INDIAN CONFERENCE 


The Third Inter-American Indian Confer- 
ence, convoked by the Government of 
Bolivia and the Inter-American Indian In- 
stitute, was held at La Paz, August 2-12, 
1954. 

Sixteen American republics (all except 
Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua) were 
represented. Intergovernmental organiza- 
tions represented included the Organization 
of American States, the Inter-American 
Indian Institute, the International Labor 
Organization, the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History, the United Nations, 
and the United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organization. Also, ob- 
servers were present from India, the Instituto 
Demogenético (Argentina), the Musée de 
l’Homme (France), the Seminario de Ameri- 
canistas of the University of Madrid (Spain), 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics of the 
University of Oklahoma (United States), 
the University of Cuzco (Peru), and the Eva 
Perén University (Argentina). 

The Conference adopted 33 resolutions 
and recommendations. Special note is made 
of the following decisions: Declaration of 
the Rights of the American Indian (1); 
recommendation to the Institute for the 
creation, within the Institute, of a Commit- 
tee on sociological studies relating to systems 
of land ownership and landholding (1v); 
recommendation to the governments of the 
American countries regarding extension of 
the right to vote (v); recommendations on 
specific measures for the agricultural and 
economic advancement of the Indian popu- 
lations (111); and recommendation to the 
Institute for the establishment of a juridico- 
technical committee, composed of one 
representative of each member state, charged 
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with compiling, classifying, and publicizing 
the laws of the American nations on Indian 
questions (v1). The Conference resolved to 
communicate to the Brazilian Government 
its desire that the Fourth Inter-American 
Indian Conference be held in Brazil (xxx1m). 

A recent communication received from 
the Institute states that the Government of 
Guatemala has offered to be the host of the 
Fourth Conference. 


FourRTEENTH PAN AMERICAN 
SANITARY CONFERENCE 


The Fourteenth Pan American Sanitary 
Conference was convoked by the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau in compliance 
with Resolution xxv approved at the 
Seventh Meeting of the Directing Council 
of the Pan American Sanitary Organization, 
which accepted the invitation extended by 
the Government of Chile. The Conference 
was held in Santiago, October 7-22, 1954. 

All of the American republics except 
Honduras were represented by delegates at 
the Conference. France, the Netherlands, 
and the United Kingdom also sent delegates, 
and Canada sent an official observer. The 
following organizations were represented (in 
addition to the Pan American Sanitary 
Organization and the World Health Organi- 
zation, which were the sponsoring agencies) : 
Organization of American States, United 
Nations, Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, International Labor 
Organization, United Nations International 
Children’s Fund, American College of Chest 
Physicians, International League against 
Rheumatism, International Society for the 
Welfare of Cripples, International Union 
against Cancer, International Union against 
Venereal Diseases and Treponematoses, 
League of Red Cross Societies, Pan Amer- 
ican Medical Confederation, Rockefeller 
Foundation, World Federation of Mental 
Health, and World Medical Association. 

The Conference adopted 44 resolutions 
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that dealt for the most part with adminis. 


trative-budgetary matters of the Pan Ameri- 
can Sanitary Organization and with techni- 
cal-medical topics. Among the decisions 
that should be noted are the following: 
re-election of Dr. Fred L. Soper as Director 
of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau (x1v); 
resolution establishing criteria to be ob- 
served by Paso in establishing cooperative 
relations with nongovernmental organiza- 
tions (xxviiI); decision not to approve the 
proposed amendments to the Constitution 
of Paso (xu); and resolution requiring a 
two-thirds majority of those participating 
governments entitled to vote as a condition 
for the adoption of proposed amendments. 

The invitation extended by the Govern- 
ment of the United States to hold the Fif- 
teenth Pan American Sanitary Conference 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, was accepted. 


Trento PAN AMERICAN 
CHILD CONGRESS 


At the invitation of the Government of 
Panama, the Tenth Pan American Child 
Congress was held at Panama City from 
February 6 to 12, 1955. All of the American 
republics except Bolivia and Mexico were 
represented by delegates. In addition to 
representatives from the American Inter- 
national Institute for the Protection of 
Childhood, which was the sponsoring Special- 
ized Organization, and from the Organization 
of American States, the Congress was at- 
tended by special guests and observers from 
the following countries and agencies: France, 
the Holy See, Italy, Panama, Spain, the 
Catholic International Union for Social 
Service, the Economic Commission for Latin 
America, the International Conference of 
Social Work, the Latin American Funda- 
mental Education Center, the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization, the United Nations, 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, the United 
Nations International Children’s Fund, the 
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World Women’s Party, and numerous na- 
tional organizations of the American coun- 
tries. 

The Congress approved 25 resolutions 
which concerned, for the most part, technical 
questions of health, education, social work, 
sociology, and legislation. Of particular 
interest from an organizational point of view 
were the following recommendations: that 
the activities and services of the American 
International Institute for the Protection of 
Childhood be expanded (xx); that a topic 
on “vital statistics relating to children” be 
included in the agenda of the Third Inter- 
American Statistical Conference (xx1); that 
the Organization of American States promote 
and organize social seminars on rural life 
(xiv) and international meeting of judges 
and offices attached to American juvenile 
courts and tribunals for minors (xrx); and 
that the assistance of the Pan American 
Union should be sought by the Institute in 
drafting the regulations for future Pan 
American Child Congresses (xx1t). 


TuirD INTER-AMERICAN 
STATISTICAL CONFERENCE 


The Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference was held at Quitandinha, Petrdépolis, 
Brazil, from June 9 to 23, 1955, convoked by 
the Council of the Organization of American 
States upon the invitation of the Govern- 
ment of Brazil. The original invitation of 
the Government of Chile, which had been 
accepted by the previous Conference, was 
withdrawn by that Government to permit 
the coordination of the inter-American 
meeting with the Twenty-ninth Session of 
the International Statistical Institute. 

The Agenda and Regulations of the Con- 
ference were drawn up by the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council in consultation 
with the Inter American Statistical Institute. 
Concurrently with the Third Inter-Ameri- 
can Statistical Conference, the following 
meetings were held: Third General Assembly 





ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 





75 


of Members of the Inter American Statistical 
Institute, First Session of the Committee on 
Statistical Education, Third Session of the 
Committee on Improvement of National 
Statistics, Twelfth and Thirteenth Sessions 
of the Executive Committee of the Insti- 
tute, and meeting of the ad hoc Committee 
of Experts on the Computation of Terms 
of Trade. 

All of the American republics except Cuba 
sent official delegates to this meeting. 
Canada also was represented as a member 
of the Inter American Statistical Institute. 

In addition to the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and the Inter American Statistical 
Institute, representatives were present from 
the following organizations: Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, Inter-American Centre of Bio- 
statistics, Inter-American Council of Com- 
merce and Production, Inter-American 
Housing Center, Inter-American Training 
Center for Economic and Financial Statis- 
tics, International Labor Organization, In- 
ternational Statistical Institute, Interna- 
tional Union for the Scientific Study of 
Population, Pan American Railway Con- 
gress Association, Pan American Institute 
of Geography and History, Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau, Economic Commission for 
Latin America, United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, United 
Nations Statistical Office, and World Health 
Organization. 

The general objective of the Conference 
was to develop inter-American cooperation 
in the technical field of statistics and to deal 
with statistical matters of common interest 
to the American states. Within that general 
objective, the primary purpose was to assay 
the current status of statistical development 
in the American nations and to reassess their 
statistical needs in order to make decisions 
and establish priorities considered desirable 
in the following years for the orientation of 
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statistical progress in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 

The Conference approved 72 resolutions 
concerned with various areas of statistics, 
such as foreign trade and investment of 
foreign capital (9-11 and 13), labor (21-22), 
housing (23), social security (24), education 
and cultural statistics (25), health (55-60), 
tourism and migration (16, 61-63), vital- 
statistics systems (48, 49, and 60), and the 
Civil Register as a source of vital statistics 
(51-53 and 66). 

Four resolutions (28-31) dealt with the 
principles that should govern the activity 
and relations of international organizations, 
both world and regional. 

Resolutions 32 to 35 deal with the Pro- 
posed Program for the Decennial Census of 
America and the program of 1960. 

Resolutions 36 through 46 on statistical 
teaching conserves the measures formerly 
taken and expands them to meet present 
needs. 

No decision was taken with respect to the 
site and date of the Fourth Inter-American 
Statistical Conference. 

The Third General Assembly of Members 
of Iast, in addition to electing a new Execu- 
tive Committee, approved the revised text 
of the Agreement between the Institute and 
the Organization of American States and 
requested revision of the Statutes of [ast to 
adjust them to the new needs inherent to 
its growth. 


Other Inter-American Meetings 


Firta MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CACAO 


The Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American 
Technical Committee on Cacao was held in 
Turrialba, Costa Rica, from July 4 to 10, 
1954. It was organized by the Inter-Ameri- 
can Cacao Center of the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Industry of Costa Rica. 

Seven American republics were repre- 
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sented by delegates, namely: Brazil, Colom- 
bia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, 
and the United States. The British West 
Indies (Granada, Jamaica, St. Vincent, and 
Trinidad), Surinam, and French Cameroon 
were also represented by delegates, and 
Bolivia and Germany, by observers. In 
addition to the Inter-American Institute of 
Agricultural Sciences, there were some 30 
institutions represented at the Meeting. 

The Meeting adopted a number of recom- 
mendations limited principally to technical 
matters, including those dealing with the 
following topics: plant improvement; plant 
diseases and pests; cacao quarantine in 
tropical America; soil and leaf analyses; 
experimental designs and statistical analyses; 
bibliographies on cacao; and the cacao 
bulletin. 

The Sixth Meeting of the Technical 
Committee on Cacao will be held in Salvador, 
Bahia, Brazil, in May 1956. 


FourtH INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF 
SANITARY ENGINEERING 


The Fourth Inter-American Congress of 
Sanitary Engineering was held July 25-31, 
1954, under the auspices of the Fourth 
Centennial Committee of Séo Paulo, Brazil, 
and organized by the Brazilian Section of 
the Inter-American Association of Sanitary 
Engineering. 

More than 300 engineers actively engaged 
in sanitation work attended the Congress. 
The World Health Organization, the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau, the Institute of 
Inter-American Affairs, and The Rockefeller 
Foundation sent observers. The govern- 
ments of America were represented by 
officials of their ministries and departments 
in charge of sanitation, and of their univer- 
sities, schools and engineering, public health 
and hygiene faculties, as well as by members 
of their engineering societies and National 
Sections of the Inter-American Association 
of Sanitary Engineering. Some delegations 
were notably large, especially those from 
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Argentina, Brazil, Chile, the United States, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela. Colombia, Cuba, 
Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru were 
also represented. 

The Congress adopted 21 resolutions. 
Noteworthy among them were the recom- 
mendations that the authorities of the dif- 
ferent American countries give special 
attention to the technical training of sani- 
tary inspectors; that copies of the resolutions 
adopted be sent to the governments of the 
American nations; that regional sanitary- 
engineering congresses be held; that stand- 
ards for construction projects and sanitation 
works be established by the proper authori- 
ties in those countries where such norms do 
not yet exist; and that a study be made to 
standardize the names of physico-chemical 
and bacteriological factors and the unit 
systems used to compute them in sewage 
analysis. 

The Fifth Congress is to be held in Lima, 
Peru, in 1956. 


FourtH Pan AMERICAN CONGRESS 
OF PEDIATRICS 


The Fourth Pan American Congress of 
Pediatrics was held concurrently with the 
Fourth South American Congress on Pedi- 
atrics at Sao Paulo, Brazil, from August 1 
to 7, 1954. The Congress was held under 
the auspices of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. More than 700 pediatricians 
attended. 

The official topics of the Congress were: 
(1) neurovirosis and neuroencephalitis in 
infectious diseases, (2) the problem of the 
endemic goiter, and (3) the problem of mal- 
nutrition in the Latin American countries. 
It was decided that the Fifth Congress be 
held at Lima in 1957. 


Seconp IBEROo-AMERICAN CONGRESS ON 
SoctaL SECURITY 


The Second Ibero-American Congress on 
Social Security was held in Lima, Peru, from 
October 12 to 26, 1954. 
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In addition to Spain and Portugal, all of 
the American republics were represented, 
except Mexico and the United States. The 
Organization of American States, the Inter- 
national Labor Organization, and _ the 
International Association of Social Security 
were also represented. 

Among the principal conclusions and 
agreements reached was the decision to 
create an Ibero-American Organization of 
Social Security. This new agency would be 
a technical regional international organiza- 
tion charged with promoting the economic 
and social well-being of the Ibero-American 
peoples through the coordination, exchange, 
and utilization of experience in social se- 
curity in order to ensure more effective 
collaboration among its members in the 
international field. 


Seconp INTER-IBERO-AMERICAN CONGRESS 
ON EDUCATION 


The Second Inter-Ibero-American Con- 
gress on Education was convoked by the 
Ibero-American Bureau of Education under 
the sponsorship of the Ministry of Public 
Education of Ecuador. It was held in Quito 
from October 15 to 22, 1954. 

All of the American republics except Costa 
Rica and Haiti were represented. France, 
Portugal, and Spain also sent representa- 
tives. The following international organiza- 
tions sent observers: Organization of Ameri- 
can States, United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, Office 
of International Education, Inter-American 
Federation of Catholic Education, Latin 
American Fundamental Education Center, 
and Ibero-American Rureau of Education. 

The Congress approved a_ preliminary 
draft for an Ibero-American Convention on 
Equivalence of Studies. Eighteen resolutions 
dealing with improvement in educational 
standards and cooperation were adopted. 
Several of the resolutions call for services 
and cooperation from international organ- 
izations, including the Organization of 
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American States, and more specifically 
from the Division of Education of the Pan 
American Union. The name of the meet- 
ings was changed to “Ibero-American 
Congresses on Education”’. 

The Third Congress is scheduled tenta- 
tively to be held in the Dominican Republic, 
in October 1957 and the Fourth Congress 
in Chile, in 1960. 

TuHirD INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

ON ACCOUNTING 

The Third Inter-American Conference on 
Accounting was held from November 13 to 
20, 1954, under the auspices of the Federa- 
tion of Accountants of the State of Sao 
Paulo. The Conference was attended by 
delegates from all the countries of the 
Western Hemisphere except Haiti and 
Nicaragua. 

The Conference selected some 50 techni- 
cal papers, from more than 100 presented— 
on accounting, auditing, taxation, teaching, 
and professional practice—for publication 
in its proceedings. A number of other papers 
led to adoption of specific resolutions. 

The Conference adopted 16 resolutions. 
The most notable of these was the one pro- 
viding for the formation of a permanent 
secretariat for future conferences. San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, was designated as seat of the 
secretariat. Another resolution calls for the 
appointment of a subcommittee on auditing, 
with the responsibility of gathering material 
on the subject and studying the problem of 
establishing minimum standards of auditing. 
The United States was asked to serve as 
coordinator of this committee. 

The Fourth Inter-American Accounting 
Conference will be held in Santiago, Chile, 
in 1956. 


MEETING OF MINISTERS OF FINANCE OR 
EcoNoMY AS THE FourTH EXTRAORDINARY 
MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
Economic AND SoctaL CouNcIL 

The Meeting of Ministers of Finance or 
Economy as_ the 


Fourth Extraordinary 
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Meeting of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council convened at Petrépolis, 
Brazil, from November 22 to December 2, 
1954, as convoked by the Council of the 
Organization of American States in con- 
formity with Resolution Lxv1 of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference (Caracas, 1954) 
and pertinent provisions of the Statutes 
(Article 18) and the Regulations (Article 9) 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council. 

All the American republics sent delegates 
to the Meeting, and Canada sent an observer. 
The following non-American countries, in- 
vited by the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council, sent representatives to 
follow the deliberations of the Meeting: 
Belgium, France, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, the 
United Kingdom, Western Germany, and 
Yugoslavia. Organizations represented were: 
the Organization of American States, the 
American International Institute for the 
Protection of Childhood, the Inter-American 
Indian Institute, the Inter-American Insti- 
tute of Agricultural Sciences, the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and 
History, the Pan American Sanitary Organi- 
zation, the Inter American Statistical 
Institute, the United Nations, the Economic 
Commission for Latin America, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development, the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization, the International 
Monetary Fund, the American Road Build- 
ers’ Association, the Catholic International 
Union for Social Service, the Federacién 
Cafetalera Centro América-México-E] Car- 
be, the Inter-American Council of Commerce 
and Production, the Inter-American Federa- 
tion of Automobile Clubs, and the Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce. 

The 48 resolutions approved dealt prima- 
rily with various economic questions and 
decisions formulated at the Tenth Inter 
American Conference. These included trans- 


por 
on 

of 

reg: 
Spe 
are 
acti 
and 
IV ¢ 


T 
Mu 
Ric 
invl 
the 

c | 
repr 
Ric: 
Eeu 
Mex 
Unit 
pres 
Stat 
sent 

7 
decl: 
Of p 
Ame 
recol 
meni 
grea’ 
thro 
revel 
and 
mini 

Ame 
tries 
supp 
civic 
Escr 
the s 
ing, | 
ice”) 
10 te 








Economic 
Petrdpolis, 
cember 2, 
cil of the 
Ss in con- 
the Tenth 
cas, 1954) 
» Statutes 
(Article 9) 
and Social 


; delegates 
1 observer. 
ntries, in- 
nomic and 
atives to 
Meeting: 
ly, Japan, 
pain, the 
many, and 
nated were: 
tates, the 
> for the 
-American 
ican Insti- 
the Pan 
phy and 
ry Organi- 
Statistical 
Economic 
the Food 
he United 
‘or Recon- 
» Interna- 
ernational 
yad Build- 
ernational 
‘ederacidn 
o-E] Cari- 
Commerce 
n Federa- 
he Inter- 


alt. prima- 
‘tions and 
1th Inter: 
ded trans: 








ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


portation, prices and markets, restrictions 
on trade, promotion of trade, programming 
of economic development, financing of 
regional projects, and technical cooperation. 
Specific results covered by these resolutions 
are to be found in a detailed statement of 
activities of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council which appears in Chapter 
iv of this report. 


FirtH INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS 
oF MUNICIPALITIES 


The Fifth Inter-American Congress of 
Municipalities was held at San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, from December 2 to 7, 1954, at the 
invitation extended by the Government of 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

The following 16 American republics were 
represented: Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the 
United States, and Uruguay. Observers were 
present from the Organization of American 
States and the United Nations. Spain also 
sent a group of observers. 

The Congress adopted 28 resolutions, 
declarations, recommendations, and motions. 
Of particular interest to the Organization of 
American States were the following: a 
recommendation that the American govern- 
ments study and apply rules that will allow 
greater administrative decentralization 
through municipalities with an adequate 
revenue base to meet the local requirements 
and the normal expenditures of their ad- 
ministration; a request that UNrsco, the 
American governments, especially the minis- 
tries of education, and the municipalities 
support the creation of an inter-American 
civie organization to be known by the name 
Escrics (initials for the Spanish version of 
the slogan “spirit of solidarity, understand- 
ing, responsibility, civic interest, and serv- 
ice”), in which children of both sexes from 
10 to 18 years of age might be members; 
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a statement that planning be recognized as 
essential in municipal government; a recom- 
mendation that the municipalities codify 
their ordinances; and a request that govern- 
ments (national, state, and municipal) in- 
clude in their respective budgets an amount, 
in keeping with their income, to be sent to 
the Pan American Commission on Inter- 
municipal Cooperation for an Inter-Ameri- 
can Municipal-Improvement Fund, which is 
to be used for creating, with the assistance 
and cooperation of other specialized educa- 
tional institutions and organizations, a per- 
manent body of experts on municipal 
matters, who shall be at the service of 
contributing governments for studying spe- 
cific situations and formulating and recom- 
mending plans for the solution of problems 
and matters of municipal interest. The 
Congress designated Panama City as the 
seat of the Sixth Congress. 


INTER-AMERICAN SEMINAR ON 
SECONDARY EDUCATION 


The Inter-American Seminar on Secon- 
dary Education was held in Santiago, Chile, 
from December 29, 1954, to January 22, 1955, 
under the joint sponsorship of the Govern- 
ment of Chile and the Pan American Union. 
This was the fifth seminar in the series 
organized and sponsored by the Pan Ameri- 
can Union. The others were held at Caracas 
(1948), Rio de Janeiro (1949), Montevideo 
(1950), and the University of Maryland, 
United States (1952). 

All the American republics except Argen- 
tina and Honduras were represented. In 
addition, there were observers from Spain 
and the following international organiza- 
tions: Oas, Unssco, Ino, Fao, the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and 
History, the Office of International Educa- 
tion, and the Union of Latin American 
Universities. 





SrxtH CONVENTION OF THE LATIN 
AMERICAN CONGRESS OF 
PuysicaL MEDICINE 


The Sixth Convention of the Latin 
American Congress of Physical Medicine 
and its affiliates, the Pan American Academy 
of General Practice and the Pan American 
Association of Medical Specialities, was 
held in Lima, Peru, from February 15 to 20, 
1955. The Congress also held scientific 
sessions in Quito, Ecuador, and Cali, Colom- 
bia. 

There were some 50 delegates, most of 
them from Peru and the United States. 
During the scientific sessions, papers and 
films were presented by the delegates. 

The Seventh Convention of the Congress 
will be held in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 
Curacao, Netherlands West Indies, during 
January and February, 1956. 


INTER-AMERICAN INVESTMENT 
CONFERENCE 


The Inter-American Investment Confer- 
ence was held in New Orleans, from February 
28 to March 3, 1955. Businessmen and gov- 
ernment officials of all of the American 
republics met for the purpose of promoting 
economic progress in Latin America through 
increased capital investment. 
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It was unanimously decided by the 
participants that the constructive forces of 
private enterprise set in motion there to 
stimulate an accelerated flow of private 
investment capital to Latin America should 
be continued. One of the actions taken to 
implement this decision was the establish- 
ment of an Inter-American Investment 
Opportunity Service at International House 
in New Orleans, with participating organiza- 
tions in each of the Latin American coun- 
tries. 


TreNTH ASSEMBLY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
CoMMISSION OF WoMEN 


The Tenth Assembly of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women was held in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, from May 29 to June 16, 
1955. 

All the American republics, except 
Bolivia, Chile, El Salvador, Peru, and 
Venezuela, sent official delegates. Also 
represented were the UN, Ito, and the 
Pav. In addition there were some 40 ob- 
servers from women’s organizations of 
Puerto Rico and the United States. 

The Assembly approved 15 resolutions. 
For details, see Chapter rx, which contains 
a summary of the work carried out by the 
Inter-American Commission of Women. 


IX 


INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS AND 
OTHER AGENCIES FORMING PART OF THE OAS 


Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History 


During the fiscal year 1954-55, there was 
continued increase in the rate of development 
of the activities and responsibilities of the 
Institute, which have shown such a marked 
growth since 1950. Among other important 
events that took place during this period, 
the Institute had the pleasure of welcoming 
back Guatemala—which had withdrawn in 


1951—as one of its members; the Govern- 
ment of the United States authorized, and 
ordered payment of, its new quota con- 
tribution; the Interim Committee on Ocea- 
nography was established; and an agreement 
was signed with the International Union of 
Geodesy and Geophysics for the purpose of 
increasing cooperation in the fields of 
geodesy, geophysics, gravimetry, geomag- 
netism, seismology, hydrography, and tides. 
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The Institute’s Periodicals Library was 
officially opened on Pan American Day. It 
adjoins the main library, which contains 
about 50,000 volumes in its particular fields, 
all completely catalogued. 

The building that houses the Institute, 
which has been assigned to it by the Mexican 
Government since 1930 but only part of 
which has been used up to now, was taken 
over in its entirety. With the cooperation 
of the Comisién de Monumentos Coloniales 
de México, the Institute took advantage of 
the demolition of a colonial structure and 
removed from it a valuable XVIII century 
facade, an historic relic of great artistic 
beauty, which was transferred to the front 
door of the Institute. 


Progects ACCOMPLISHED 


The Commission on Cartography com- 
pleted the Atlas of America, which contains 
a general map of America, maps of North, 
Central, and South America and the Antilles, 
22 country maps, and maps _ indicating 
marine currents, magnetic declinations, 
isotherms, climates, vegetation, population, 
mineral resources, and communications 
systems. This atlas is the first compilation 
of data of its kind that has ever been made 
with the cooperation of all the countries of 
the Hemisphere. 

With the financial aid of the Geological 
Society of America, a complete geological 
and paleontological bibliography of Central 
America and adjacent areas, from south- 
eastern Mexico to northwestern Colombia, 
was completed. This bibliography will serve 
as the starting point for subsequent research 
in this area. 

Another project that is being carried out 
in Central America, with the cooperation of 
the Inter-American Geodetic Survey and a 
business organization, has as its purpose the 
systematic study of the records of the 
vulcanological instruments of that region to 
obtain a better understanding of its volcanic 
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phenomena. The University of Texas is 
cooperating technically in this project by 
lending the services of one of its eminent 
professors, who is serving as Secretary of 
the Committee on Vulcanology. 

At the request of the Council of the 
Organization of American States and the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, the Institute furnished advice with 
respect to the agenda of the Specialized 
Inter-American Conference on ‘Conserva- 
tion of Natural Resources: the Continental 
Shelf and Marine Waters” and to the pos- 
sibility of establishing either an oceano- 
graphic institute or special oceanographic 
services. 

Other projects that have been completed 
are: a study, carried out at the request of 
Panama, on the geographic area that includes 
the Isthmus of Panama; consultations with 
technical experts and with the Government 
of Ecuador for the purpose of gathering 
facts to serve as a guide in the establishment 
of an inter-American astronomical observa- 
tory; the publication of a facsimile edition 
of Humboldt’s Géographie des plantes, to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the In- 
stitute and the 150th anniversary of the 
date of the original publication of that 
work; and cooperation with Guatemalan 
technical experts in the publication of the 
Informe sobre reconocimiento de suelos en el 
Departamento de Suchitepéquez and the 
maps accompanying that report. At the 
request of the Government of Nicaragua, 
the geologist-paleontologist of the Institute 
advised the officials of that Government with 
respect to their plans for the establishment 
of a permanent geologic agency to continue 
studies on the mineral resources of that 
country; and, on the invitation of the 
Scripps Institute of Oceanography, the 
Secretary of the Interim Committee on 
Oceanography was a member of the scien- 
tific staff that visited the Revillagigedo 
Archipelago, off the west coast of Mexico, 
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for the purpose of studying the new volcano, 
Barcena, on San Benedicto Island. 

The three permanent Commissions of the 
Institute—on Cartography, Geography, and 
History, respectively—continued to carry 
out their work programs, giving special 
attention to the preparation of the agenda 
and documents for the Sixth General As- 
sembly of the Institute, to be held in Mexico 
from July 26 to August 6, 1955, concurrently 
with the Seventh Pan American Consulta- 
tion on Cartography, the Fourth Pan 
American Consultation on Geography, and 
the Third Pan American Consultation on 
History. 

Special mention should be made of the 
Pan American Training Center for the 
Evaluation of Natural Resources, which is a 
project of the Program of Technical Co- 
operation of the Organization of American 
States. The Institute is the cooperating 
agency sponsoring this project. The Center, 
which was opened July 1, 1954, is located 
at the Universidade Rural, a short distance 
from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. At present there 
are approximately 40 trainees at the Center 
who are receiving instruction in the evalua- 
tion of natural resources. The training deals 
with geology, hydrology, soils, and vegeta- 
tion. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The following periodicals are still being 
published : Boletin bibliogrdfico de antropologia 
americana, Revista de historia de América, 
Revista cartogrdfica, Revista geogrdfica, and 
Folklore americano, as are the information 
bulletins of the Commissions on Cartog- 
raphy, Geography, and History. The General 
Secretariat of the Institute has begun publi- 
cation of the Boletin aéreo, three numbers 
of which have already appeared. 

The Commission on Geography published, 
among other works and studies, the Dic- 
cionario geolégico-geomorfolégico, by Professor 
Antonio Teixeira Guerra, handbooks on the 
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geography of Costa Rica and Puerto Rico, 
and three works on the teaching of geography 
in Canada, Haiti, and Puerto Rico, respec- 
tively. 

The Commission on History published, as 
part of its program, works on the pre- 
Columbian period in Colombia, the Guianas, 
the Caribbean area, the Andean altiplano, 
and the southern region of South America; 
the Manual de paleografta hispanoamericana; 
volumes entitled Monumentos arqueoldgicos ¢ 
histéricos de Colombia, and Misiones venezo- 
lanas en los archivos europeos; and works on 
the colonial period in the United States and 
in Northern and Middle Spanish America. 


Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences 


During the fiscal year 1954-55 the Inter- 
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, 
centered at Turrialba, Costa Rica, continued 
and developed its research activities through 
various projects relating to improved plant 
varieties, promotion of rural welfare, and 
improvement of production methods, and 
developed relations with national and inter- 
national institutions in these and related 
fields. 


ScIENTIFIC MEETINGS 


Two important conferences of plant 
scientists took place at Turrialba: the Fifth 
Meeting of the Inter-American Technical 
Committee on Cacao (July 4 to 10, 1954), 
and the Conference of Corn Specialists of 
Central and South America (October 25 to 
29, 1954). Approximately 77 technicians 
attended the Cacao Meeting. The Confer- 
ence of Corn Specialists was held under the 
auspices of The Rockefeller Foundation, and 
approximately 50 technicians were present. 

Members of the Department of Plant 
Industry also took part in several important 
technical and scientific meetings in Latin 
America and the United States. These in- 
cluded the meetings of the American Society 





for 

Flor 
Soci 
Ame 
Scier 
the 1 
Socie 
ing 

Cent 
Juan 


I 


Re 
Plant 
six p) 
crops 
and g 

Ex; 
the re¢ 
cutti 
seedli 
with 
found 
the tr 
seed]li: 
cent 2 
by 66 

Tri: 
previc 
uate 
oryzae 
the d: 
head 
yield « 
import 
were ¢ 


IMPRO’ 


The 
Cattle 
establi 
cows. 
heifers 
satisfac 
has be 
ance of 








to Rico, 
ography 
_ Tespec- 


shed, as 
he pre- 
suianas, 
lteplano, 
Lmerica; 
ertcana; 
ldgicos e 
$ venez0- 
vorks on 
ates and 
merica. 


icultural 


1e Inter- 
Sciences, 
ontinued 
through 
ed plant 
are, and 
ds, and 
nd inter- 

related 


f plant 
he Fifth 
‘echnical 
0, 1954), 
ialists of 
er 25 to 
shnicians 
Confer- 
nder the 
tion, and 
present. 
of Plant 
nportant 
in Latin 
“hese in- 
n Society 








ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


for Horticultural Science, in Gainesville, 
Florida, and the Caribbean Branch of that 
Society, in Tegucigalpa; the Third Latin- 
American Meeting of Plant Scientists, Soil 
Scientists and Entomologists, at Bogota; 
the meeting of the International Biometrics 
Society, at Campinas, Brazil; and the meet- 
ing of FepecamMe (Federacién Cafetalera 
Centro América-México-E] Caribe) at San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 


IMPROVEMENT OF PLANT VARIETIES 


Research in the Institute’s Department of 
Plant Industry was carried forward under 
six projects, dealing with coffee, cacao, food 
crops, fiber crops, chemicals in agriculture, 
and general studies. 

Experiments were conducted to determine 
the relative yield of cacao trees grown from 
cuttings of four superior varieties and from 
seedlings of those varieties in comparison 
with seedlings of unselected cacao. It was 
found in the fifth year of the planting that 
the trees from rooted cuttings outyielded the 
seedlings of the same varieties by 50 per 
cent and outyielded the unselected seedlings 
by 66 per cent. 

Trials of 256 of the best rice varieties from 
previous (1953) trials were carried to eval- 
uate their resistance to Helminthosporium 
oryzae and Piricularia oryzae. Analysis of 
the disease ratings for seedling, leaf, and 
head infection by both fungi and of the 
yield data and regression on yields showed 
important differences among varieties, that 
were correlated with each other. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CATTLE INDUSTRY 


The first phase of the Tropical Dairy 
Cattle Project has been completed with the 
establishment of a criollo milking herd of 80 
cows. The first group of Institute-born 
heifers are coming into production with very 
satisfactory results. Data on ectoparasites 
has been obtained to prove the high resist- 
ance of criollo cows. 
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Final results are available on the fertiliza- 
tion of Imperial grass (Axonoppus scoparius). 
The most dramatic discovery was that of 
killing the plant by potassium starvation 
following application of nitrogen fertilizers. 
In another experiment Pangola grass (Digi- 
taria decumbens) was found to be far more 
productive than carpet grass (Axonoppus 
affinis). 

Studies are in progress in the climatic 
chamber, involving the testing of Jerseys, 
Criollos, Guernseys, Brown Swiss, Brahmans, 
Santa Gertrudis, Ayrshires, and Holsteins. 


Economics AND RURAL LIFE 


Cooperative programs with Bolivia, Co- 
lombia, and Costa Rica received major 
emphasis during the period 1954-55. These 
programs include a wide range of activities 
such as ecological and economic studies, 
rural education centers and experimental 
schools, and courses on land economics, 
agricultural extension, ete. 

In regard to the Bolivian Cooperative 
Program, which deals with the transfer of 
population from the Valleys of Cochabamba 
to the Santa Cruz area, the resettlement was 
initiated with a group of 20 peasants. A total 
of 85 settlers have entered the project and 
participated in one or more of the eight 
groups entering the program throughout the 
year. Ecological and economic studies of the 
Santa Cruz area were made and a tract of 
land of about 4,800 acres was chosen to 
initiate the colonization. The settlers have 
already harvested their first crops of corn 
and rice on the new land. 

The cooperative program with the Secre- 
taria de Agricultura y Ganaderia del Valle 
del Cauca and with the Facultad de Agro- 
nomia of Palmira, Colombia, included an 
ecological study of the Roldanillo area, the 
opening of a Rural Education Center, with 
30 students, and the organization of an 
Agricultural Extension Agency in the area. 

The program with Costa Rica includes 
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experimental schools located in 13 different 
neighborhoods of the Turrialba community, 
the organization and integration of com- 
munity services, and the planning of an 
institution to train rural teachers and help 
in the organization of a Rural Education 
Center in Turrialba for the development of 
skills in rural living. 

The Institute completed an analysis on 
the efficiency of coffee picking and the results 
will be published soon. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Owing to changes in personnel and delays 
in shipment of paper orders, only two issues 
of the journal T'urrialba, corresponding to 
the first two quarters of the year, were 
published. The journal was sent to 64 coun- 
tries, and its circulation increased from 887 
in 1953 to 967 in 1954. 

During the year 144 copies of the book 
Administracién rural, by John A. Hopkins, 
were sold. Distribution of the Spanish edition 
of the Information Bulletin increased from 
2,409 to 3,251 addresses in 50 countries. The 
English edition was sent to 1,525 addresses 
in 75 countries, as compared with 1,317 in 
1953. The Spanish edition of the bulletin 
Cacao, published jointly with the Inter- 
American Cacao Center, was sent to 1,200 
addresses in 35 countries, and the English 
edition to 712 addresses in 57 countries. Five 
titles were added to the series ‘““(Comunica- 
ciones de Turrialba”, and 12 to the “Re- 
print” series. 


ScIENTIFIC-COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE 


At the beginning of the year training on 
communications and audio-visual aids was 
given to the participants in the community- 
school short course, sponsored by the 
Department of Economics and Rural Life 
of the Institute. In-training service in 


agricultural extension was also given. 
A total of 31,082 pages of journal articles 
were photocopied in response to 1,766 orders 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


received from 230 technicians and 67 insti- 
tutions; thus, an increase of 7,653 photo- 
copies was registered during the year, as 
compared with 23,429 distributed in the 
previous year. At the request of Service 
clients 108 short bibliographies were distrib- 
uted to technicians, students of agronomy, 
farmers and other persons, and toinstitutions, 


StuDENT TRAINING 


Ninety-eight students from 15 countries 
received training as residents in Turrialba. 
Of this number 34 were graduate students, 
20 were candidates for the degree Magister 
Agriculturae, and 14 were special students. 
In addition, the annual short course for rural 
teachers included 31, and 6 in-service train- 
ees were registered for special duty in cacao 
propagation. Eleven students were granted 
the Magister Agriculturae degree. 


American International Institute for the Pro- 
tection of Childhood 


The most important activity carried out 
by the American International Institute for 
the Protection of Childhood during the 
fiscal year 1954-55 was the preparation and 
holding of the Tenth Pan American Child 
Congress, which was held in Panama, from 
February 6 to 12, 1955. 

Representatives from 19 member countries 
attended the Congress, as well as delegations 
from international and inter-American or- 
ganizations, special guests, and observers 
from numerous national agencies and or- 
ganizations interested in the problems of 
childhood. 

The work of the Congress was carried out 
through five technical committees which 
respectively considered topics related to the 
following subjects: health, education, social 
service, sociology and legislation, and 
inter-American cooperation. Twenty-five res- 
olutions and votes were approved by the 
Congress. 

In order to achieve the speediest possible 
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expansion of the activities and services 
undertaken by the American International 
Institute for the Protection of Childhood, 
the Tenth Pan American Child Congress 
recommended that the Directing Council of 
the Institute, or its Director General, pre- 
pare, after consultation with the member 
countries, a draft budget to achieve such 
expansion of its activities and services, and 
that it be considered by the said Council at 
its next annual meeting. 


WorKSHOPS ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES 


After the third course under the Seminar 
(corresponding to project 32 of the Program 
of Technical Cooperation of the Oas) had 
been held in Montevideo in the first half of 
1954, national seminars were held on the 
following dates: Bolivia, July 15 to 30; 
Brazil, July 18 to 30; Mexico, June 21 to 
July 10; Paraguay, July 5 to 17; and Puerto 
Rico, July 15 to 29. 

The following technical teams were sent 
to these national seminars by the Institute: 
to Mexico and Puerto Rico, Dr. Victor 
Escard6 y Anaya (Uruguay), Mrs. Elena 
Mederos de Gonzalez (Cuba), and Dr. Carlos 
H. Paez (Ecuador); to Bolivia, Dr. Luis M. 
Petrillo, Dr. Daniel H. Martins, and Miss 
Adela Freire Mufioz (Uruguay); and to 
Paraguay and Brazil, Dr. José P. Achard 
(Uruguay), Miss Rosario Ardoz (Peru), and 
Dr. Espiritu Santos Mendoza (Venezuela). 

The national seminars met in an atmos- 
phere of great cordiality, which encouraged 
the members in their work for child welfare 
and brought them closer together. The 
conclusions reached at all of them, published 
at the close of the respective seminars, show 
the aspirations of the several countries and 
the necessity of insisting on the improve- 
ment of institutions, services, and legislation. 

In the first six months of 1955, a new plan 
of seminars under project 32 was studied, 
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but for various reasons it could not be put 
into operation before August 1. 


MEETINGS OF THE DrrReEcTING CoUNCIL 


The Directing Council met twice. In 
December 1944 a special meeting was held, 
with Mr. Pedro Cerisola, the Ambassador of 
Mexico in Uruguay, presiding in the ab- 
sence of the regular Chairman, Dr. Gregorio 
Ardoz Alfaro. At that meeting amendments 
to the Statutes were approved, as a result 
of which the offices were reorganized and 
the Department of Technical Cooperation 
was created, staffed by the personnel of the 
former Health Department. Furthermore, 
the new articles permit greater elasticity 
with respect to the country quotas. 

The second meeting of the Directing 
Council during the fiscal year took place in 
Panama City, in February 1955, coincident 
with the Child Congress. Mrs. Elisabeth 
Shirley Enochs, the United States delegate, 
presided. Ten technical delegates attended 
the meeting, at which interesting topics 
relating to the future of the Institute were 
discussed. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE INSTITUTE 


Since August 1954, the offices and library 
of the Institute have occupied the new 
headquarters, Avenida 8 de Octubre, No. 
2882, which the Institutes owns. This has 
made a better distribution of work possible 
and given the institution a sense of security 
and permanence. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The publications of the Institute, Boletin 
and Noticiario, have continued to appear 
regularly. When Professor Emilio Fournié 
retired, the editorial board was reorganized 
and Dr. Victor Escardé y Anaya became 
editor. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


In June 1955 the jury to judge the papers 
entered in the contest on “El Estudio de los 
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Programas de Asistencia Social Tendientes a 
Fortalecer la Familia” was appointed; it 
was composed of Professor Emilio Fournié 
(Chairman), Dr. Isabel Pintos de Vidal, 
Miss Adela Freire Mufioz, Dr. Domingo 
Sarli, and Dr. Maria Luisa Saldtin de 
Rodriguez. 

In October 1954 Dr. Carlos Pérez del 
Castillo was appointed to represent the 
Institute at the Congress of the Union des 
Associations régionales pour la Sauvegarde 
de |’Enfance et de |’Adolescence, which met 
at Montpellier, France. 

In November 1954 Dr. Marco Tulio Ma- 
gafia, the technical delegate of El Salvador, 
was appointed observer to the Second Cen- 
tral American Congress on Pediatrics, which 
was held in his country. 

In July 1954 Mrs. Elisabeth Shirley 
Enochs was appointed to represent the Insti- 
tute at the meeting of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee on Technical Assistance. 

On September 9 of the same year the ap- 
pointment of Miss Katharine F. Lenroot 
as the Institute’s permanent observer to 
UNICEF was approved. 

In November 1954 Dr. Victor Escard6é y 
Anaya was appointed as observer to the 
UNnEsco meeting held in Montevideo. 


Inter-American Commission of Women 


Trento ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMISSION 


In accord with Resolution xxiv of the 
Eighth Assembly (Brazil, 1952) the Inter- 
American Commission of Women planned 
to hold its Tenth Assembly in Haiti, in No- 
vember 1954. The destruction caused by 
hurricane ‘Hazel’? made it necessary for the 
Government of Haiti to cancel this invita- 
tion. 

Subsequently, at the instance of the Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Commission received an invitation from 
the Government of the United States of 
America to hold its Tenth Assembly in San 
Juan, from May 29 to June 16, 1955. 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


Fifteen American republics sent official 
delegates. The United Nations and the Inter- 
national Labor Office were represented, and 
some 40 observers from leading women’s 
organizations of Puerto Rico and the United 
States followed the proceedings. 

The agenda included the following topics: 
economic status of working women in the 
American republics; employment opportuni- 
ties for women in business and industry; 
establishment and functioning of women’s 
bureaus in departments of labor, and of 
Women’s Sections in labor-inspection agen- 
cies; Convention No. 100 and Recommenda- 
tion No. 90 of the International Labor 
Organization, concerning equal remunera- 
tion of men and women for work of equal 
value; legislation relative to education of 
women; statistics on primary, secondary, 
university, and vocational education; and the 
inter-American Conventions on behalf of 
women. 

The Assembly approved 15 resolutions. 
Resolutions x1 and x1 provide for a ‘“‘Conti- 
nental Campaign in behalf of the Principle of 
Equal Remuneration for Men and Women 
Workers for Work of Equal Value”, and a 
“Meeting of Technical Experts and Admin- 
istrative Heads of Women’s Labor Bureaus”. 
Other resolutions relate to economic and 
social affairs; education; the three inter- 
American Conventions on behalf of women’s 
rights; and women in public office. 

The Tenth Assembly approved also the 
revised Regulations of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women and established a 
list of priorities for the future work program 
of the Commission. It accepted the invita- 
tion extended by the Government of the 
Dominican Republic to hold the Eleventh 
Assembly in that country. 

In accord with Article 17 of the Organic 
Statute, Brazil, Cuba, Guatemala, and 
Honduras were elected to membership in the 
Executive Committee of the Commission 
for the period 1955-57. 
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OTHER MEETINGS 


Not being able to send a delegate to the 
Tenth Pan American Child Congress (Pan- 
ama City, February 1955) the Commission 
submitted a document entitled ‘Resolu- 
ciones Aprobadas en Asambleas de la Co- 
misién: Educacién Doméstico-Rural; Escue- 
las de Servicio Social; Proteccién a la Ma- 
ternidad y a la Familia”’. 

The Commission participated in the Na- 
tional Conference on Effective Use of Woman 
Power (Washington, D. C., March 1955). 
The delegates of leading women’s organiza- 
tions of the United States and women repre- 
sentatives of Latin American, European, 
and Asiatic embassies in Washington, D. C., 
heard an address delivered by the Chairman 
of the Commission. 

At the Ninth Session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women (New 
York, March-April 1955) the Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women was represented 
by its Chairman and its Executive Secretary. 
The report submitted to this meeting dealt 
principally with the activities of the Com- 
mission since the Eighth Session of the said 
organ of the United Nations; the progress of 
women in the Americas in regard to political 
rights; equal remuneration for work of equal 
value; status of women in family law; nation- 
ality of married women; educational oppor- 
tunities for women; participation of women 
in the economic life of their country; women 
in public office, ete. 


PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
DocuMENTS 


During the fiscal year 1954-55 the Secre- 
tariat of the Commission prepared 34 docu- 
ments (in Spanish, English, or French) for 
the Tenth Assembly and for general distribu- 
tion. 


FAVORABLE CHANGES IN THE STATUS 
oF AMERICAN WOMEN 


Women now have full suffrage in 18 Amer- 
ican republics. In two others (Haiti and 
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Peru) they may vote in municipal elec- 
tions. 


Pan American Sanitary Organization 
MEETINGS 


The Fourteenth Pan American Sanitary 
Conference, serving also as the Sixth Meeting 
of the Regional Committee of the World 
Health Organization, was held in Santiago, 
Chile, from October 7 to 22, 1954. Repre- 
sentatives attended from all member states 
except Honduras, suffering the damages of 
tropical storms. Canada was represented by 
an official observer. Observers were also 
present from the Organization of American 
States, the United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, and a number of nongovernmental 
organizations concerned with the field of 
public health. The Director General of the 
World Health Organization also attended. 

The Conference was divided into two 
parts. The first was to fulfill its scientific 
constitutional function of serving ‘“‘as a forum 
for the interchange of information and ideas 
relating to the prevention of disease, the 
promotion, preservation and restoration of 
mental and physical health, and the advance- 
ment of socio-medical measures and facilities 
for the prevention and treatment of physical 
and mental diseases in the Western Hemi- 
sphere.” The second was to act as the “‘su- 
preme governing body” of the Pan American 
Sanitary Organization and as Regional Com- 
mittee for the Americas of the World Health 
Organization, dealing with constitutional, 
organic, and administrative matters. 

The Conference approved 44 resolutions, 
covering 40 items of the agenda, which may 
be classified as follows: (1) resolutions cover- 
ing the reports of the Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee, of the Director, of the Per- 
manent Committee on Revision of the 
Constitution, and on the eradication of 
malaria; (2) resolutions relating to the pro- 
posed Program and Budget for 1955, the 
Working Capital Fund, expenditures from 
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the Emergency Revolving Fund, budget 
appropriations, utilization of funds for in- 
tensification of the campaign against malaria, 
etc.; (3) a series of technical discussions on 
methods of improving the reliability of sta- 
tistical data required for health programs, 
control of infant diarrheas, and application 
of health-education methods in rural areas 
of Latin America; and (4) a group of legal 
decisions on the Constitution of the Pan 
American Sanitary Organization, the func- 
tions of the Executive Committee, and other 
organizational matters. 

The Director of the Bureau was re-elected 
by the Conference for a four-year term begin- 
ning February 1, 1955, and the Conference 
submitted his name to the Executive Board 
of the World Health Organization for ap- 
pointment as Regional Director for the 
Americas of the World Health Organization 
for the same period. San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
was designated as the site for the Fifteenth 
Pan American Sanitary Conference, to meet 
in 1958. 

The Twenty-third Meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Pan American Sani- 
tary Organization was held from October 4 
to 7, in Santiago, preceding the Conference. 
The Twenty-fourth Meeting was also held 
in Santiago, immediately following the Con- 
ference. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DEVELOPMENTS 


The program of decentralization and 
economies, started in 1951, was vigorously 
continued. The position of Medical Advisor 
to the Unicer Regional Office was estab- 
lished and an official designated to occupy 
the position, physically located at the UNIcEF 
Regional Office. 

With the stabilization of the organization 
and with the benefit of two years of operation 
under the decentralized structure, it was 
possible to place greater stress on the econ- 
omy phase of the program. Major emphasis 
was laid on improved utilization of personnel 


and on simplification of methods and pro- 
cedures. The development of basic budgetary 
estimates relating to field operations in the 
different areas, for inclusion in the annual 
program and budget, was made the responsi- 
bility of the staff of the respective field offices. 
In this way fiscal planning was integrated 
with program planning at the operational 
level. Another significant economy was in- 
troduced with the consolidation of procure- 
ment responsibility in one central office. 


INTEGRATED HEALTH PROGRAMS 


The planning of programs by zone offices 
in consultation with national health authori- 
ties, and the subsequent careful study of the 
over-all program and budget, have resulted 
in a widespread understanding and support 
of the aims and functions of the Organiza- 
tion. National health administrations are 
increasingly disposed to make use of the 
international machinery, and health admin- 
istrators show more and more appreciation 
of the value and need of having technical 
advisory services available through the 
Organization. With the spread of modern 
techniques of public-health administration 
and organization, the frequent use of con- 
sulting and advisory services is accepted as a 
normal and necessary element in growth and 
improvement. 

The substantial number of intercountry 
projects gives clear evidence of the readiness 
of governments to undertake joint action in 
solving problems affecting more than one 
country. Last year’s trend toward integrated 
public-health projects is an indication of the 
development of integrated national health 
programs. Two such projects, on rural pub- 
lic-health services, were started in 1954 in 
Guatemala and in Nicaragua, and more are 
planned for the future. 


Foot-anp-Moutu DISEASE 


During the year no American country 
previously free of foot-and-mouth disease 
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became reinfected, although there was an 
outbreak in a part of Brazil, already infected, 
which threatened to spread to livestock in 
British Guiana. The United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture ban on transport of 
livestock products from Mexico to the United 
States terminated December 31, 1954. 

The Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Dis- 
ease Center, located near Rio de Janeiro, is 
now in its fourth year of operation. During 
the past year it has continued its four-fold 
function of training, diagnosis, research, and 
field consultation. 

Throughout the year available equipment 
was studied and attention was given to the 
purchase of items for the establishment of a 
pilot vaccine-production plant. With this 
equipment practical field trials will be con- 
ducted of the newer vaccines developed in 
the research work. Expanded vaccine pro- 
duction led to the appointment of a virolo- 
gist. 


OTHER PROJECTS 


The Organization continued to develop a 
series of projects comprising training courses 
and centers, vaccination, disease eradication, 
and medical, public-health and nursing edu- 
cation. These projects deal with medical 
and public-health education; a brucellosis 
training course and a seminar on sanitary 
engineering in Venezuela; nursing education 
and tuberculosis teaching center in Ecuador; 
a health-demonstration area in El Salva- 
dor; yaws eradication and syphilis control in 
Haiti; tuberculosis control and BCG vac- 
cination in Paraguay; a public-health demon- 
stration center in Peru; the Inter-American 
Center of Biostatistics in Chile, etc. 

The basic agreement establishing the 
Institute of Nutrition of Central America 
and Panama, signed in 1953, was accepted 
in 1954 by Nicaragua. This means that all 
Central American countries and Panama are 
now members of the Institute. The Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau will continue in 
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charge of the administration, coordination, 
and execution of the Institute’s programs 
and activities until December 21, 1959. On 
that date this function might then be taken 
over by the person or agency designated by 
the Council of the Institute under the terms 
and conditions that it may establish. 


PUBLICATIONS 


In fulfillment of its publications duties, the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, through its 
Editorial Section, issued during the year the 
monthly periodical Bulletin of the Pan Amer- 
ican Sanitary Bureau. After 32 years of un- 
interrupted publication, the Bulletin remains 
the outstanding public-health and medical 
journal in the Americas. The contents of the 
Bulletin consist of original articles as well as 
translations of selected articles, published 
either in English, Portuguese, or Spanish, 
frequently with a brief summary in an alter- 
nate language. 

In addition to the Bulletin, the Pan Amer- 
ican Sanitary Bureau published during the 
year, as in previous years, a large number of 
official documents and scientific and miscel- 
laneous publications. 


Inter-American Indian Institute 


The Inter-American Indian Institute is 
the permanent committee of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Indian Conferences. The Secretary, Dr. 
Juan Comas, represented the Institute and 
the Organization of American States at the 
Third Inter-American Indian Conference, 
held in La Paz, from August 2 to 12, 1954. 
Delegations from 16 American countries, 
members of the Institute, attended, as well 
as observers from international and inter- 
American organizations and national agen- 
cies interested in the Indian problems of 
America. 

At that Congress it was announced that 
Argentina, Brazil, and Costa Rica had be- 
come members of the Institute. In August of 
1953 the Dominican Republic denounced 
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the Convention establishing the Institute 
and, as provided in that Convention, its 
withdrawal as a member of the Institute 
became effective on August 23, 1954. Reso- 
lution 1 of the Third Indian Conference 
expressed regret at this decision and re- 
quested the Government of the Dominican 
Republic to kindly consent to reconsider its 
decision. 

The work and results of the Conference 
can be classified in the following groups: 
socio-geographic and socio-economic ques- 
tions; juridical and political questions; edu- 
cational questions; questions relating to 
anthropology, demography, and the home; 
linguistic, literary, and artistic questions; 
questions relating to biology and public 
health; history of the Indians; and miscel- 
laneous questions. 

The Institute continues developing, in 
cooperation with Unssco, the joint project 
to improve living conditions of Indian groups 
in the Mezquital Valley of Mexico. Special 
attention is being given to the study of 
Indian women, and a number of opinions 
and conclusions on several aboriginal groups 
have been collected and analyzed. 

The Central American Indian Seminar was 
held under the auspices of the Institute in 
El Salvador, with highly fruitful and inter- 
esting results. 

The publication of the quarterlies América 
indigena and Boletin indigenista was con- 
tinued. These publications furnish a forum 
for the discussion of Indian problems in the 
Americas, serving to inform, coordinate, 
and disseminate news of activities relating 
to the American autochthonous social groups. 


Inter American Statistical Institute 


INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT 


The Inter American Statistical Institute 
and the Council of the Organization of Amer- 
ican States undertook to reappraise and to 
improve the Agreement between them, in 


the light of five years of experience since 
its signing in 1950. Much of the attention of 
the Executive Committee of the Institute 
was given to this subject. The proposed new 
Agreement was endorsed by the members of 
the Institute present at the Third General 
Assembly, which met in Quitandinha, Pe- 
trépolis, Brazil, in June 1955, and subse- 
quently was submitted to the vote of the 
constituent membership. The Committee 
also studied the matter of amendments to 
the existing Statutes of the Institute, and 
has left that matter to be studied by the 
new Executive Committee which was elected 
by the General Assembly. 


MEETINGS 


During the year just ended, the Executive 
Committee of the Institute met three times, 
two of its meetings being held during the 
month of June 1955 at the time of the inter- 
American statistical meetings in Brazil. The 
First Session of the Committee on Statistical 
Education and the Third Session of the 
Committee on Improvement of National 
Statistics were held and the results trans- 
mitted through the Institute’s Executive 
Committee to the Third Inter-American Sta- 
tistical Conference. This Conference passed 
72 resolutions on statistical matters. Also, 
the Institute participated in other technical 
seminars and conferences during 1954-55, 
related to inter-American statistical activity. 


TECHNICAL PROJECTS 


Technical activities in the fiscal year cen- 
tered principally around preparations and 
documentation for the Brazil statistical 
meetings. Although the Institute is engaged 
in activities in the fields of statistical educa- 
tion, industrial statistics, census and samp- 
ling techniques, agricultural statistics, inter- 
national-trade statistics, demographic and 
health statistics, and statistical organization 
and administration, technical documentation 





for 
stat 
qT 
in 
Tra 
Stat 
Pro; 
Org 
thei. 


Dp 
1954 
issue 
prog 
year 
las « 
amer 
ards: 
istic 
Conf 
tory 
Natic 
las n 


Al 
proje 
year 1 
that 
Depa: 
of the 
of the 
eral A 
June | 
in eve 


Inter- 


Dur 
exister 





the co. 








ce since 
antion of 
Institute 
sed new 
mbers of 
General 
tha, Pe- 
1 subse- 
e of the 
mmittee 
nents to 
ute, and 
by the 
s elected 


xecutive 
e times, 
ring the 
he inter- 
yzil. The 
catistical 

of the 
National 
S trans- 
xecutive 
ican Sta- 
2 passed 
rs. Also, 
echnical 
1954-55, 
activity. 


ear cen- 
ons and 
atistical 
engaged 
1) educa- 
d samp- 
‘s, inter- 
hic and 
nization 
entation 





for the Conference covered a wider range of 
statistical fields. 

The Central American Course in Statistics, 
in El Salvador, and the Inter-American 
Training Center for Economic and Financial 
Statistics, in Chile, the latter a project of the 
Program of Technical Cooperation of the 
Organization of American States, continued 
their operations. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The principal publications issued in 
1954-55 were: FHstadtstica (four quarterly 
issues with one supplement containing the 
progress report of the Institute for the fiscal 
year 1953-54); Anotaciones sobre el estado de 
las estadtsticas agropecuarias en los atses 
americanos; International Statistical Stand- 
ards: An annotated Bibliography of the Sta- 
tistical Recommendations of International 
Conferences, Meetings, and Agencies; Direc- 
tory of Statistical Personnel in the American 
Nations, 1955; and Actividades estadisticas de 
las naciones americanas (No. 14, Honduras). 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


A more detailed statement on the special 
projects and activities for the past fiscal 
year will be found in the section of this report 
that deals with the work performed by the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
of the Pan American Union. Also, the Report 
of the Executive Committee to the Third Gen- 
eral Assembly for the Period January 1950- 
June 1955. . . contains many items of interest 
ineven greater detail. 


Inter-American Defense Board 


GENERAL Miuitary PLAN AND 
ALLIED PROJECTS 


During 1954-55, the thirteenth year of its 





existence as a military planning agency for 
the collective defense of the Western Hem- 
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isphere, the Inter-American Defense Board 
continued its studies and deliberations on 
perfecting the “General Military Plan for 
the Defense of the American Continent’’. 
During this period three additional countries 
approved the General Military Plan and its 
Annexes. This brings to 19 the total number 
of nations that have approved the Plan in its 
entirety. The observations submitted by one 
country continued to be discussed. In addi- 
tion, the Staff completed the following work: 
compilation of a Dictionary of Military 
Terms, preparation of a Staff Manual, and 
initiation of a new Estimate of the Situation. 


VISITS 


The members of the Board made several 
trips to witness demonstrations of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, as follows: 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia; Fort McPherson, 
Georgia; Fort Jackson, South Carolina; 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Eglin Air Force 
Base, Florida; and Camp Pendleton, Vir- 
ginia. Special trips were also arranged to 
visit the Gettysburg National Military Park 
in Pennsylvania, and the Fairchild Engine 
and Airplane Corporation at Hagerstown, 
Maryland. The Chairman of the Board made 
extended trips to several member countries, 
visiting Chiefs of State and military leaders. 


SESSIONS AND ASSEMBLIES 


The Inter-American Defense Board con- 
tinued to hold its fortnightly regular sessions 
of the Council of Delegates, daily committee 
meetings of the Staff, meetings of the com- 
missions of the Council of Delegates, and 
assemblies in honor of dignitaries of member 
nations. During the year, assemblies honored 
Ministers of Defense and Commanders of 
the Armed Forces from Cuba, Ecuador, Mex- 
ico, the United States, and Venezuela, and 
the departing Chairman of the Board, Lt. 
General Howard A. Craig. 
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION 


Committee on Technical Cooperation of 
the Inter-American Economic and So- 
cial Council 


The Committee on Technical Cooperation 
met 29 times during the fiscal year 1954-55. 
Two principal tasks occupied the committee 
during this fiscal year. The first, was its 
normal work of continuously reviewing and 
supervising the Program of ‘Technical 
Cooperation of the Organization of American 
States. The second, was its participation in 
the preparatory work for the Meeting of 
Ministers of Finance or Economy as the 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council and 
the implementation of the decisions of that 
Meeting. The proposed Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation for the calendar year 1955 
was presented to the Council in September 
1954 by the Coordinating Committee on 
Technical Assistance. Due to the heavy 
schedule of work preceding the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting, the committee was unable 
to undertake review of the Program until 
the beginning of 1955. Prior to that time it 
introduced into the Council a resolution 
extending the authority of the Coordinating 
Committee to operate the Program until 
such time as the Council was able to take a 
decision with respect to the Program for 
1955. The committee, before the Meeting in 
Brazil, studied the financial situation of the 
Program and recommended that the coun- 
tries present their offers of contributions for 
the 1955 Program of Technical Cooperation 
during the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting. 
At the same time, the committee prepared a 
recommendation to the governments of the 
member states with respect to their contribu- 
tions, suggesting that in the light of the de- 
cisions adopted at the Tenth Inter-American 
Conference with respect to the status and 


financing of the Program, those countries 
which had not done so consider increasing 
their contributions to the level which had 
previously been suggested by the committee 
in its function as the negotiating committee 
for contributions to the Program. 

As a result of these steps, 20 governments 
announced their contributions for the 1955 
Program at the Meeting in Brazil and one 
government announced its offer shortly 
thereafter. Thus, for the first time in the 
history of the Program, all of the member 
states announced offers of contributions for 
an annual Program, with a total of 
$1,623,804. 

The committee began, in January, its 
detailed review of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation proposed by the Coordinating 
Committee for 1955. 

As a result of this review, it presented to 
the Council on April 13, 1955, a report con- 
taining its recommendations with regard to 
the 1955 Program. In this report the com- 
mittee proposed that the six projects pres- 
ently in operation be continued for the re- 
mainder of 1955. With respect to Project 
No. 32 (Workshops on the Administration of 
Children’s Services), which had terminated 
in 1954, the committee presented to the 
Council the arguments for and against its 
continuation in 1955, leaving to the Council 
the final decision as to its inclusion in the 
Program. With respect to the budgets of the 
operating projects, the committee proposed 
that a five per cent reduction be made in the 
budgets presented by the Coordinating 
Committee on Technical Assistance in order 
to adjust to anticipated revenues. However, 
the committee noted that, if the Council 
should decide to include Project No. 32 in 
the Program, it would be necessary to reduce 
the budgets by 6.9 per cent. The Council 
accepted the latter alternative and on April 
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28, 1955, approved the 1955 Program of 
Technical Cooperation including all operat- 
ing projects plus Project No. 32, with a total 
budget of $1,710,412, including administra- 
tive expenses. 

In preparation for the Meeting of Minis- 
ters of Finance or Economy, the committee 
issued instructions to its secretariat with 
respect to the preparation of a detailed study 
on the background, operations, and problems 
of the Program of Technical Cooperation 
since its inception as well as a special study 
on technical-assistance activities in Latin 
America. Members of the committee collab- 
orated with the special preparatory commit- 
teein the drafting of a report of the Council 
to the Meeting, containing its observa- 
tions and recommendations with respect to 
evaluation of technical assistance in Latin 
America in pursuance of the Council’s co- 
ordinating function in this field as assigned to 
it by the Charter. 

Following approval of the 1955 Program, 
the committee proceeded to issue instructions 
to the Coordinating Committee on Technical 
Assistance with regard to the form of presen- 
tation of the 1956 proposed Program and 
then entered into a discussion of the imple- 
mentation of the resolutions of the Fourth 
Extraordinary Meeting. In view of the 
recommendation of the Meeting that member 
states should contribute to the program an 
amount sufficient to cover its total cost, the 
committee studied in detail the financial 
system of the Program and presented to the 
Council a report and recommendation con- 
cerning a revision by which a target figure 
would be set annually for total contributions 
to the Program and then be divided among 
the member states in the same proportion as 
their contributions to the Pan American 
Union, adjusted to a 70 per cent contribution 
by the largest contributor. These figures 
would then form the basis of a recommenda- 
tion to the member states as to their contri- 
butions for the ensuing year’s Program. On 
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June 16, 1955, the Council considered this 
recommendation and resolved to transmit it 
to the governments of the member states for 
their consideration prior to taking final action 
thereon. 

Also, as a consequence of the decisions of 
the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting, the com- 
mittee undertook a revision of the resolution 
of April 10, 1950, as amended. A special 
working group appointed for this purpose 
had initiated its work by the end of the fiscal 
year. 

In June the committee decided to send its 
Chairman and the Representative of Brazil 
to Latin America for the purpose of inspect- 
ing the projects of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation in order to provide information 
to the committee in the impending review of 
the proposed 1956 Program of Technical 
Cooperation. 

The committee has also participated, 
jointly with the Committee on Social Co- 
operation, in a study of the future of Project 
No. 22 (Inter-American Housing Center) in 
the light of Resolution xxxv of the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference. 

The committee during the course of the 
year continued to maintain the Program 
under continuing review and to deal with 
various other matters in the general field of 
technical assistance. The committee also 
met with representatives of each of the co- 
operating agencies to receive reports.of the 
progress of the Program, and, in June of 
1955, members of the committee attended 
the twenty-seventh meeting of the Coordi- 
nating Committee on Technical Assistance 
to participate in the discussion of the pro- 
posed 1956 Program. 


Coordinating Committee on Technical As- 
sistance 


The Coordinating Committee on Tech- 
nical Assistance, composed of representatives 
of the seven inter-American agencies partici- 
pating in the Program of Technical Coopera- 
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tion, is charged with preparing the proposed 
annual Program and with development of 
the norms and procedures for the operation 
of the Program within the policies laid down 
by the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council. 

During the fiscal year 1954-55 the Co- 
ordinating Committee met three times at the 
headquarters of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States in Washington. No new projects 
were initiated during the year, but the Com- 
mittee continued to operate the existing 
centers and to maintain their operation under 
continuing review. At its meetings the Com- 
mittee considered a number of administrative 
and organizational questions as well as other 
topics related to the promotion of the Pro- 
gram, including the possibility of obtaining 
funds from other sources. The Coordinating 
Committee submitted periodic fiscal and 
substantive reports to the Council on the 
operation of the Program and prepared the 
annual proposed Program for consideration 
by the Council. 

The Executive Secretariat of the Coordi- 
nating Committee continued to concern 
itself throughout the fiscal year with the 
day-to-day affairs of the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation. However, the majority of 
its time was devoted to serving as secretariat 
of the Committee on Technical Cooperation. 
It prepared all of the documentation for the 
three meetings of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee and for the 29 meetings of the Com- 
mittee on Technical Cooperation. It prepared 
also two additional sections of the Manual for 
the Operation of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation concerning respectively ‘Fiscal 
Procedures” and “Policies and Procedures 
of the Coordinating Committee on Technical 
Assistance”’. 

In addition, the Secretariat prepared two 
basic documents for the Fourth Extraordi- 
nary Meeting of the Council, the first a de- 
tailed and extensive summary of the activi- 
ties of the Program since its inception, the 


actions taken by the Council and by the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference with 
respect thereto, and the outstanding prob- 
lems which presented themselves in its opera- 
tion. The second document was a general 
survey of the technical-assistance activities 
in Latin America, including those of the 
United Nations, the Organization of Ameri- 
can States, the United States, and private 
organizations. The Secretariat also partici- 
pated in the preparation of the document of 
the Council submitted to the Meeting. The 
Executive Secretary served as a technical 
advisor at the Fourth Extraordinary Meet- 
ing, and the Program Specialist of the Secre- 
tariat served as a secretary of the subcom- 
mittee of the Meeting which dealt with the 
subject of technical cooperation. The Execu- 
tive Secretary, following the Meeting, visited 
three countries to discuss with governmental 
officials the participation of their govern- 
ments in the Program. During the year the 
Secretariat continued to maintain liaison 
relationship with the Expanded Program of 
Technical Assistance of the United Nations 
and with the bilateral programs of the United 
States Government. Preliminary contacts 
were also established with several private 
foundations with respect to their interest in 
technical-assistance activities in Latin Amer- 
ica. 


Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Economy 


The Meeting adopted several decisions 
relating to the Program of Technical Coop- 
eration dealing with the status of the Pro- 
gram, the technical level of its activities, 
new activities, disposition of projects, financ- 
ing, participation of governments in 
decisions, and coordination with other pro- 
grams. The decisions with respect to financ- 
ing have been discussed above, and several 
of the decisions with relation to the raising of 
the technical level of projects as well as the 
more direct participation of governments in 
the planning of the Program have been taken 
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into account in the proposed revision of the 
resolution of April 10, 1950. With relation 
to new activities, the Meeting urged that 
special attention be given to activities of 
training and research in the field of industrial 
technology. The Meeting also urged that 
existing centers of the Program be trans- 
ferred as soon as practicable to national 
institutions. In addition to decisions with 
respect to the Program of Technical Coop- 
eration the Meeting considered other aspects 
of technical cooperation and approved 
several resolutions in this regard. Among 
these was a resolution in which the Council 
is requested to make an evaluation of tech- 
nical-assistance programs and_ resources 
currently available in the Americas and to 
maintain this evaluation up to date with the 
purpose of providing the member states with 
continuing informational service, thus facili- 
tating their access to sources of technical 
assistance. Another resolution required that 
assistance be furnished in the development 
of regional plans of economic integration. 


Activities of the Program of Technical Coop- 
eration 


The Program of Technical Cooperation of 
the Organization of American States was 
initiated by the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council at its First Extraordinary 
Meeting. A resolution adopted on April 10, 
1950, in the course of that Meeting, entitled 
“Program of Technical Cooperation of the 
Organization of AmericanStates”’, constituted 
a charter for the Program and established its 
basic principles, regulations, and adminis- 
trative organization. The Program functions 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council and 
is executed under the direction of the Co- 
ordinating Committee on Technical Assist- 
ance. The Program is supported by annual 
voluntary contributions made by member 
states toa Special Account for Technical 
Assistance. In addition to the contributions 
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made to this account, individual projects of 
the Program receive substantial support in 
cash, facilities, and services from the govern- 
ments of the countries where they are lo- 
cated. 

The basic orientation of the Program since 
its inception has been directed to the estab- 
lishment of international training centers to 
which member states are entitled to send 
trainees for specialized instruction under 
internationally recruited faculties of recog- 
nized competence. The curriculum is pre- 
pared in the light of the problems peculiar to 
each area, and, whenever possible, instruc- 
tion is given in the language of the trainee. 
These centers, in addition to providing train- 
ing, also perform research and consultant 
functions, which are available to all member 
countries of the Organization. 

The operations of the Program from its 
beginning through July 1, 1954, are described 
in previous reports of the Secretary General 
as well as in detailed reports prepared for the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference and for 
the Meeting of Ministers of Finance or Econ- 
omy as the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council. 

As noted earlier in this section, the Pro- 
gram of Technical Cooperation for the cal- 
endar year 1955 was approved by the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council on 
April 28, 1955. This Program provides for 
continuation of seven active projects with a 
total operating budget of $1,631,594 plus 
$78,818 for over-all administrative expense. 
The operating projects are as follows: 

Project No. 10, Inter-American Training 
Center for Economic and Financial Statistics 
(Cooperating Agency, Inter American Sta- 
tistical Institute; 1955 approved budget, 
$161,159). 

The Center was inaugurated on January 
16, 1953, in Santiago, Chile, in cooperation 
with the University of Chile, with facilities 
furnished by the Government of that coun- 
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try. Seventy students were enrolled in its 
first training course and 60 in its second 
course. The third course was begun in Janu- 
ary 1955 with 35 students taking the full 
course and 33 students taking part-time 
selective courses. 

Project No. 22, Inter-American Housing 
Center (Cooperating Agency, Pan American 
Union; 1955 approved budget, $215,285). 

The Center was opened for training on 
May 27, 1952, with organization having 
been completed in the previous year. The 
Center has completed three one-year courses 
with 19 trainees from 12 countries in 1952, 
18 trainees from 15 countries in 1953, and 
26 trainees from 20 countries in 1954. The 
fourth one-year training course began in 
March 1955 with 26 trainees from 14 Amer- 
ican countries, plus one United Nations 
trainee from the Gold Coast in Africa. The 
Center, in addition to its training facilities 
which comprise a full academic year of train- 
ing in all aspects of housing design, planning 
and construction, also conducts intensive 
research in building materials and construc- 
tion methods, offers advisory services to 
member states, and conducts a scientific- 
communications service. 

Project No. 26, Inter-American Rural 
Normal School (Cooperating Agency, Pan 
American Union; 1955 approved budget, 
$173,330). 

The first classes of this project were initi- 
ated on April 1, 1954, at the Center in Rubio, 
Venezuela. Eighty trainees are in attendance 
at the school for a full two-year course; 50 on 
scholarships provided by the Program. The 
project is instructing these students as teams 
in organization and administration of 


rural normal schools, curriculum and teach- 
ing in rural normal schools, agricultural 
education, health education, and for home 
and family life. Basic general training is 
furnished in teaching methods in rural soci- 
ology, English, Spanish, mathematics, natu- 
ral sciences, and social sciences. 
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Project No. 29, Pan American Training 
Center for the Evaluation of Natural Re. 
sources (Cooperating Agency, Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History; 1955 
approved budget, $145,290). 

The first phase of this project, a survey of 
existing data on natural resources in each of 
the 20 Latin American countries, was com- 
pleted in 1953, and the results were pub- 


lished in early 1954. The training Center in | 


Brazil was formally inaugurated on July 1, 
1954, with 40 fellowship trainees from 20 
countries in attendance. The second course 
is now under way with 53 trainees. In addi- 
tion to these trainees large numbers of stu- 
dents from the host country also attend the 
courses. The training course is divided into 
three general phases—a general course, four 
technical courses, and seminars—and is de- 
signed to teach the trainees the methods best 
suited for filling in the gaps in natural- 
resource data in their own countries as re- 
vealed by the survey undertaken in the 
first phase of the project. 

Project No. 32, Workshops on the Admin- 
istration of Children’s Services (Cooperating 
Agency, American International Institute 
for the Protection of Childhood; 1955 ap- 
proved budget, $32,366). 

This project consists of an annual inter- 
national workshop with trainees from a given 
number of countries, followed by the organ- 
ization of national workshops by the project 
staffs in each of the countries from which 
the participants in the international work- 
shop came. Three international workshops 
have been held, beginning in 1952, and na- 
tional workshops have been held in each of 
the 21 member states. Although the project 
terminated at the end of 1954, it was re- 
newed for two years by the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council and emphasis 
was placed on the problems of juvenile de- 
linquency. 

Project No. 39, Technical Education for 
the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural 
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Life (Cooperating Agency, Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences; 1955 ap- 
proved budget, $495,813). 

Three regional training centers have been 
established for this project: the Northern 
Zone Center, in Havana, Cuba; the Andean 
Zone Center, in Lima, Peru; and the South- 
em Zone Center, in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
The project is administered and directed by 
a central service unit located in San José, 
Costa Rica. The project offers international 
courses at many locations in the Americas as 
well as national courses taught by project 
technicians at the request of specific coun- 
tries. During the fiscal year 10 international 
courses were offered by the project, and 16 
national courses. These courses cover a wide 
range of agricultural specialties, including 
extension, pasturage management, home 
economics, grain storage and drying, soil 
use and conservation, land economics, farm 
management, and irrigation and drainage. 

Project No. 77, Pan American Aftosa 
Center (Cooperating Agency, Pan American 
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Sanitary Bureau; 1955 approved budget, 
$248,218). 

This Center was initiated in July 1951 and 
occupies permanent facilities provided by 
the Government of Brazil. During the fiscal 
year it continued its important program of 
research and diagnostic services in addition 
to offering two international courses, one at 
the Center with 33 trainees, and one in Bo- 
gota, Colombia, with 40 trainees. These 
intensive courses cover all aspects of detec- 
tion, prevention, and control of the disease. 

Project No. 23, Inter-American Centers of 
Advanced Training for Urban and Regional 
Planning (Cooperating Agency, Pan Amer- 
ican Union; 1955 budget, $84,042), is in- 
cluded in the 1955 Program but has not yet 
been initiated owing to a shortage of funds. 

Project No. 81, Pan American Zoonosis 
Center (Cooperating Agency, Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau; 1955 budget, $76,091), is 
also contained in the 1955 Program, and 
will be established when the necessary funds 
are available. 


REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
For the Fiscal Year 1954-1955 


Part I. General and Special Funds of the 
Pan American Union 


Quota assessments for the fiscal year 
1954-55 amounted to $3,159,941 (the same 
total as for the year 1953-54). Of this amount 
$2,534,486 (including $34,560 for quotas 
paid in advance prior to July 1, 1954), 
or 80.21 per cent, has been collected, leaving 
an unpaid balance of $625,455. Collections 
of unpaid quota assessments for prior years 
amounted to $270,480, or 57.44 per cent. 
Total quota assessments outstanding as of 
June 30, 1955, amounted to $825,888 and 
according to years were as follows: 1952-53, 
$88,937; 1953-54, $111,496; and 1954-55, 
$625,455. 

The uncollected amounts are not reflected 
in the current year’s operations because 


revenue from quotas is recorded on a cash 
collection basis. Prepayments of quota as- 
sessments for the fiscal year 1955-56 were 
$16,473 and are carried accordingly, as a 
deferred item, in the Statement of Assets, 
Liabilities, and Accountability for Funds, 
Exhibit I of this report. 

The appropriations for the year were 
originally approved by resolution of the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States in the sum of $3,186,941. During the 
year, however, they were increased to 
$3,228,191 by approval of the Council. The 
details of the increases are given in Exhibit 
III, which also records all transfers between 
chapters of the budget, and the authorities 
permitting such transfers. 

It is customary that vouchers covering 
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disbursements from the General Fund of the 
Pan American Union be examined by the 
internal audit staff prior to payment, and 
periodic test checks are made of the accounts 
and records administered by the Treasurer. 

The Working Capital Fund increased dur- 
ing the year from $474,953 to $531,614, a 
net addition to the Fund of $56,661. The 
principal sources of increment were sales of 
publications and income from investments. 
This year there were no unexpended balances 
available for further increase as the appropri- 
ations were expended in full. It should be 
noted that $106,237 of the balance of 
$531,614 was temporarily loaned to the 
General Fund because of a lag in the collec- 
tion of quotas toward the close of the year. 
This amount has since been returned to the 
Working Capital Fund. Exhibit IV of this 
report shows in detail the additions to and 
deductions from the Fund during the year. 

It is the practice of the Union to invest 
idle funds available during the year in order 
to augment miscellaneous income accruing 
to the Working Capital Fund. Purchases of 
bank time certificates of deposit were made 
at six different times, varying from $200,000, 
to $1,000,000. Income from these sources 
amounted to $16,090, to which was added 
$1,072, discount on United States Treasury 
Bills (with a redemption value of $400,000), 
which were purchased in the previous year 
but did not mature until this year. At the 
close of the year, investments consisted of 
bank time certificates of deposit for $100,000, 
with interest at 114 per cent. Interest rates 
obtainable have varied from one to two per 
cent according to the market. 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


The Union has followed the general prac. 
tice of writing off the cost of fixed assets, 
such as buildings and equipment, at the 
time of the expenditure. However, because 
of the manner of their financing, a part of the 
cost of the Administration Building and of 
the premises occupied by the Inter-American 
Defense Board is carried forward in accounts 
to be amortized as and when the related in- 
debtedness is liquidated. 

Unliquidated obligations of the Union at 
the end of the year (for printing costs in- 
curred) were as follows: 





Américas magazine (issued 
101092 1] 51 en ee $ 2,100 

Proceedings of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference......... 24,948 

Catalogue of Pan American 
Union publications............ 2,220 
$29, 268 








Long-term obligations of the Union have 
been reduced from $683,580 to $570,318. Of 
this latter sum there was an unliquidated 
portion of a note payable to the American 
Security and Trust Company, Washington, 
D. C., in the amount of $135,000. During 
the year, the Retirement and Pension Fund 
purchased this note from the bank as an 
investment. Since the close of the year the 
Union has paid $100,000, leaving a balance 
due the Fund of $35,000. 

In addition to the regular budgetary ac- 
counts of the Pan American Union, there are 
a number of special accounts maintained. 
Generally speaking, these accounts cover 
transactions pertaining to the administration 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


of grants or contributions made to the Union 
for special purposes, and funds of other 
organizations held by it as custodian. 

Funds for financing philatelic activities 
were furnished out of receipts accumulated 
from the sale of stamps to philatelists in 
prior years. Future activities are largely 
dependent upon the requests made by par- 
ticipating governments for the use of our 
facilities. In addition to the stamps owned 
by the Union and held for resale, it had 
$194,757 (face value) in postage stamps on 
consignment from various Latin American 
countries for resale to philatelists. 


Part II. Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund 


Loans outstanding increased from 
$142,416.60 at the beginning of the year to 
$152,005.34 at the end. Past-due loans 
amount to $32,067.82, compared with 
$19,257.69 at the close of the previous year. 

Funds available for new loans and expenses 
amounted to $26,247.24 at the close of the 
year as against $20,606.51 at the beginning. 

Net income of $35,785.47 compares with 
$22,098.46 for the previous year, an increase 
of $13,687.01. This increase was due, 
principally, to the profit derived from sales 
of securities. Upon advice of investment 
counsel there has been a gradual shifting 
from stocks to bonds to obtain a better- 
balanced portfolio. Securities held as of 
June 30, 1955, amounted to $663,832.67, 
an increase of $24,770.09 over the amount 
held at the beginning of the year. 
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Part III. Program of Technical Coopera- 
tion of the OAS 


Uncollected pledges, on June 30, 1955, for 
the Program of Technical Cooperation 
amounted to $1,106,978. It should be re- 
membered, however, that the accounts of 
the Program are maintained on a calendar- 
year basis, and the separate annual report 
yet to be submitted on that basis should 
present a better picture with respect to these 
pledges. 

Total resources for the Program at the 
end of the fiscal year were as follows: 


Cash in bank: 


DOWNS so cosescccsosen $ 11,904 
Latin American —curren- 

Clee race ak eens 130,421 

$ 142,325 

Uncollected pledges.......... 1,106,978 

$1, 249, 303 


While all contributions are pledged in 
terms of dollars, certain Latin American 
governments pay their pledges in their own 
national currencies, at stipulated rates of 
exchange. Consequently, there is a reduction 
in the dollar value of a pledge when it is 
converted at the free rate of exchange pre- 
vailing at the time of its collection. The 
amount of $189,132 is the total of all such 
reductions for the 12 months ended June 30, 
1955, and the amount accumulated from 
inception of the Program, in 1951, to the 
same date, was $602,525. 
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Pan AMERICAN UNION 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTABILITY FOR FUNDS AND THEIR DISPOSITION 
for the fiscal year 1954-1955 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


EXHIBIT Iv 















































GENERAL | WORKING | Yonps | speciat 
DESCRIPTION TOTALS FUND ee NONBUDG- FUNDS 
ETARY 
Fund Balances on July 1, 1954.................00.0005 $ 983,153.15 | $ 248,737.36 | $474,953.32 | $52,052.59 | $207,409.88 
Receipts 
Collections of Quotas: 

Fiscal year 1954-55 (Exhibit II)............... $2,534,486.34 | $2,534,486.34 = = = 

Prior years (Exhibit II). ..............0.0.008 270,480.55 270,480.55 = = = 
Appropriation transferred from fiscal year 1953-54: 

Inter-American Cultural Council ............ 8,000.00 8,000.00 — — _ 
Refunds of unexpended balances—prior years. ... 1,299.21 _ $ 1,299.21 -- _ 
Miscellaneous income ..................ssseeeeeeee 126, 886.36 - 126,886.36 - - 
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences: 

Payment on account of its indebtedness...... 7,500.00 _ 7,500.00 _ _ 
Fundamental Education Program: 

Funds allocated for operations................ 54,520.00 _- — $54,520.00 ~ 

Sales of publications.......................04. 10,469.97 — - 10,469.97 _ 
Philatelic—discounts on sales of stamps .......... 2,370.22 _ - 2,370.22 - 
Inter American Statistical Institute: 

Membership dues, etc.................eeeeeeee 7,963.01 - _ —- $ 7,963.01 

Contributions in Latin American currencies .. 1,000.00 - _ - 1,000.00 
Contributions for special purposes................ 15, 804.39 _ _ - 15,804.39 
Technical-assistance projects funds (Exhibit V) .. 534, 849.30 _ —_ _ 534, 849.30 

$3,575,629.35 | $2,812,966.89 | $135,685.57 | $67,360.19 | $559,616.70 
Disbursements 

Budgeted expenditures (Exhibit III) ............. $3,228,191.00 | $3,228,191.00 - _ _ 
Other SxpenGisuTrEs .. 0... 60s escscressececceseceies 18,774.40 _ $ 18,774.40 _ - 
Fundamental Education Program—expenditures. . 67,338.29 _ — $67,338.29 _ 
Philatelic—operating expenses ..................4. 1,556.88 _- _ 1,556.88 - 
Building-construction fund .....................55 10,000.00 _- - 10,000.00 -_ 
Inter American Statistical Institute: 

General and administrative expenses......... 12,424.43 - - - $ 12,424.43 
Contributions for special purposes................ 30,465.15 _ _ _ 30,465.15 
Technical-assistance projects—expenditures....... 627,539.61 _ - =~ 627,539.61 

$3,996,289.76 | $3,228,191.00 | $ 18,774.40 | $78,895.17 | $670,429.19 
Transfers Between Funds 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Economic 
ere ESTE EG ST - $ 18,250.00 | ($18,250.00) _ _ 
Increased printing costs of publications........... -- 15,000.00 (15,000.00) _ 
Miscellaneous income ....................seeeeeees - 27,000.00 (27,000.00) -_ - 
— $ 60,250.00 | ($60,250.00) _- = 
Fund Balances on June 80, 1955. .......... 00.00.2000 $ 562,492.74 | ($ 106,236.75) |$ 531,614.49 $40,517.61 | $ 96,597.39 
(Exhibit I) (Exhibit 1) 
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eaedeal EXHIBIT V 
i Pan AMERICAN UNION 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF TECHNICAL-ASSISTANCE FUNDS 
during the fiscal year 1954-1965 
FUNDE BALANCE DISBURSE BALANCE 
, PROJECT JULY 1, 1954 | RECEIPTS MENTS? | JUNE 30, 1955 
207,409.88 F Project 10, ‘Inter-American Training Center 
ae for Economic and Financial Statistics’’, 
Santiago, Chilers <<... sce. sce ee micee ies $35,884.30 | $134,597.20 | $166,787.82 | $3,693.68 
- Project 16, ‘“Training Center for Directors of 
= the Cooperative Movement”’, San Juan, 
= Diente MRC Oke: . 55:66 s sce oencisisloia brlesr ators 241.34 —_ 241.34 _ 
= Project 22, ‘‘Inter-American Housing and 
— Planning Center’’, Bogoté, Colombia..... 29,474.43 | 189,790.44 | 195,804.59 | 23,460.28 
Project 26, ‘Inter-American Rural Normal 
a School’’, Rubio, Venezuela............... 47,146.03 | 152,070.91 | 193,420.43 5,796.51 
= Costs of administering the projects, Pan 
— American Union...................2.005: 3,614.40 11,576.35 16,604.15 | (1,413.40) 
ee $116,360.50 | $488,034.90 | $572,858.33 | $31,537.07 
1,000.00 | Costs of administering the Program by the 
15,804.39 Coordinating Committee on Technical 
34, 849.30 MESISUAHOG %. 50/0 soir odinineoe sen Ademeeaenes 4,407.33 47,055.74 54,922.62 | (3,459.55) 
nnn MIG ccoanncan tnd te $120,767.83 | $535,090.64 | $627,780.95 | $28,077.52 
(Exhibit I) 
a 1 This is a project of the Inter American Statistical Institute but is administered by the Pan American Union. 
— ? Disbursements made through the project centers are for operating expenses. 
12,424.43 
30,465.15 
627,539.61 
670, 429.19 
96,597.39 
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Leo S. Rowe Pan AMERICAN FUND 
STATEMENT OF CONDITION 
as of June 30, 1955 
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EXHIBIT VI 





ASSETS 





Cash in Bank 
American Security and Trust Company 


Securities 


Notes Receivable—Students 


CUTS a a een eres 
LEDER a 


Notes Receivable—Employees 


MURINE 5 ca 25 Aol ag S tisgisnnjts into ies sb Baby 8s Baglond Rete RG WON 
WABCO 850.25 obccpasnd Get SAd Wow awecswatetnareactedeaswes 
Past due (former employeeS)..................000ee eee eee 


Accounts Receivable 


Dividends and interest...............0.0.... ccc cece eee eee 


Represented by 
Operating Account: 


Balance on July 1, 1954............ 0c cece ec eee eee eees 
Net income for the year................ ccc cece cece cece ees 


$218, 410.291 
445, 422.382 


$112, 567.52 
31,337.82 





$ 7,370.00 
240.00 
490.00 


$185, 942.81 
35,785.47 





1 The excess of the market value over the book value was $3,945.71. 


2 The excess of the market value over the book value was $274,772.62. 








TAI 


THE ¢ 


N 


A 


ORGAN 


Int 


Int 


Pan AM 


Ele 
Tril 
Pen 
Bud 
Rep 


Rep 


InTER-A 


Con 


Inte 


! See als 
883 well as t 
2 Resolu 
“Inter-Ame 





